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1864 Fabnham, Hobaoe P., M.D., T. 1878 ; V. P. 1883, now in 
office. 

1878 Fabbinoton, Joseph O., M.D. 

Original. ^Febguson, John T., M.D., Obiit 11th October, 1859, cet. 55. 
1847 *Febbis, Floyd T., M.D., Obiit 6th November, 1865, cei. 62. 

1855 FiNNELL, Thomas C, M.D. 

1847 *FiSK, Lyman, M.D., Obiit Ist August, 1859, cet. 36. 
1847 *FiTOH, James D., M.D., Obiit, 1881. 

1879 Fleming, Mabtin J., M.D. 

1862 Flint, Austin, M.D., Orator 1868 ; V. P. 1871 and 1872 ; P. 
1873 and 1874 ; Tm&t. 1875 to 1880. 

1862 Flint, Austin, Jr., M.D. 
1882 FoBEST, W. Edwabd, M.D. 

1870 FosTEB, Fbank p., M.D. 

Original. Fosteb, Joel, M.D., V. P. 1859 to 1862 ; Trust. 1862 to 1866. 
Original. *Fo8teb, Samuel Oonant, M.D., B. S. 1855 and 1856 ; V. P. 

1858 and 1859 ; Orator 1861 and 1862, Obiit 18th April, 

1873, cet. 56. 
1874 FowLEB, Geobge B., M.D. 

1880 Fox, Geobge H., M.D. 

1856 *FoY, Michael E., M.D., Obiit 9th June, 1861, cet. 37. 
Original. *rBANOis, John W., M.D., LL.D., Orator 1847 ; V. P. 1847 ; 

P. 1848 and 1855, ObiU 8th February, 1861, cet. 71. 

1863 Fbancis, Samuel W., M.D., Newport, R. L 

1871 Fbanbel, Edwabd, M.D. 
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1880 Fbazbb, John Gk)BDON, M.D. 

1870 FBOTHmoHAH, William, M.D. 

1879 Fbutenioht, J. Henby, M.D. 

1871 FXTIiliEB, BOBBBT M., M.D. 

1865 FuBUAN, GuiDO, M.D. 



OriginaL Gabbish,* John P., M.D. 
1879 Gabbiqubs, Henbt J., M.D. 
1870 Gat, Habvby S., M.D. 

1848 ^Gbbohbidt, Anthony. M.D., Obiit 20th August, 1868, ceL 68. 
1877 Gibnhy, Vibgil P., M.D. 
1863 GiLFiuciAN, WiLUAM, M.D., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

1847 ♦GiLPOBD, Jacob T., M.D., OhiU 11th June, 1869, cet. 63. 
1877 GiLusTTB, Wai^teb B., M.D. 

1879 *GiiAziBB, W. C. W., M.D. 
1882 Goldsmith, W. B., M.D. 

1880 GOLDTHWAITB, H., M.D. 

1856 Gomez, Hobatio, M.D. 

1882 GooDwiLLiB, D. H., M.D. 

1881 GoBTON, O. A.» M.D. 

1856 GouLBY, John Wm. S., M.D. 

1847 «Gbaham, John, M.D., OhiU 20th May, 1847, ast, 46. 

1848 *Gbben, Dayid, M.D., O^nf 18th October, 1856, est, 60. 
Original. *Gbbbn, Hobaob, M.D., LL.D., Obiit 29th NoYember, 1866, 

<Bt, 63. 
Original. ^Gbeene, Isaac, M.D., Obiit 2d July, 1854, est, 40. 
Original. *Gbi80om, John H., M.D., Orator 1854 ; V. P. 1854 ; Trust. 

1851, and 1856 to 1859, OUit 28th April, 1874, cbL 64. 
1872 Gbiswold, EEenby, M.D. 

1883 Gbiswold, Gasfab, M.D. 

1847 *Gubbnsby, Pbteb B., M.D., Obiit 26th Noyember, 1873, ast, 69. 
1847 ^GuNN, Alexandbb N., M.D., ObUt 21st December, 1871, mt 60. 



1880 . Habibshaw, John, M.D. 

1875 Haddbn, Albxandeb, M.D. 
OriginaL Hall, Edwabds, M.D. 

1874 Hall, William H., M.D. 
Original. *Halstbd, Jonathan, M.D., OUit 10th April, 1856, mt. 46. 

1873 Hamilton, Allen McL., M.D., Statistical Secretary 1874 to 
1879. 

1864 Hamilton, Fbank H., M.D., LL.D., V. P. 1880. 



xvi Fellows of the Academy. 

BUCOTBD. 

1874 Hanks, Hobaob T., M.D., A. S. 1874-'77 ; B. 8. 1877 to 1879 ; 

V. P. 1882. 
1857 Habbib, Eusha, M.D. 

1881 Habdt, W. L., M.D. 

1879 Habbison, Gbobgb T., M.D. 

1869 *Habsen, Jaoob, M.D., Trust 1862 to 1866, CUnit 81st De- 
oember, 1862, at. 54. 

1879 *Habt, H. Lb Babon, M.D., Obiit 2lBt February, 1880, at 88. 
Original. *Habt, John, M.D., Ohiit 9th August, 1867, aL 57. 

1877 Habwood, Edwabd C, M.D. 

1865 ^Hazlbit, John, M.D., Ohiit 4th March, 1870, at. 53. 

1865 Hbdobs, Datid A., M.D. 

1882 Hbaly, T. F., M.D. 

1880 Hbxnbman, Hbnby N., M.D. 

1883 Hbttzhan, Ghabues, M.D. 

1881 Hbnna, J. J., M.D. 
1871 Hbnby, Mobbis H., M.D. 

1847 *Hbn80Hbi., Ohablbs, M.D., OMU 18th September, 1872, at, 63. 

1867 Hbkbiok, Eybbbtt, M.D., T. 1882. 

1857 *Hbbzoo, Max, M.D. 

1863 *HBwrr, Hbnby S., M.D., OUU 19th August, 1878, <Bt. 47. 

1856 Hbywood, Chablbs F., M.D., B. S. 1857 and 1858. 

1879 HiOKOK, Gbobob B., M.D. 

1879 HmMS, T. J., M.D. 

1856 fHiNTON, John H., M.D., B. S. 1861 to 1865. 

1854 *Hibsoh, Simon, M.D., OMit 23d April, 1878, at 61. 

1880 HrroHOooK, Ubban G., M.D. 

Original *Hobabt, Wiluam H., M.D., OMit 21st January, 1857, tet, 52. 

1877 HoDGHAN, Abbott, M.D. 

1847 *HoaAN, DANiBii M., M.D., OMit 1849. 

1871 HooAN, Edwabd J., M.D. 

1867 *HoaAN, Michabl, M.D., Obiit 1883. 
1854 HoiiOOMBE, WrCiUAH F., M.D., A. S. 1856. 
Original ^Hobsfdcld, Thomas W., M.D., OMit 19th February, 1868, 

€Bt, 64. 

1872 Howe, Josbfh W., M.D. 

Original. Hubbabd, Samuel T., M.D., 0. S. 1863 to 1858 ; V. P. 1873 

to 1876 ; Trust. 1862 to 1873, 1876, now in office. 
1874 Hudson, E. Dabwin, Jr., M.D., Orator 1875, L. 1883. 

1866 Hull, Joseph J., M.D. 

1867 Humfhbets, Geobgb H., M.D. 

1878 Hunteb, Albxandeb S., M.D. 
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Elvotxd. 

1849 ^HuNTBB, Abbaham T., M.D., OUit 1st Angnst, 1849, cet, 52. 
1879 HuNTEB, Jakes B., M.D. 

1879 HusTAOB, Fbanois, M.D. 

1856 HusTED, Nathaniel 0., M.D. 

Original. *Hutohin80n, Eugene F., M.D., Obiit 2d March, 1848, at. 24. 

1857 5uT0Hiso!r, Joseph 0., M.D., Brooklyn, N. Y., V. P. 1869 to 

1873. 

1880 Button, AiiLAN 0., M.D. 
1882 Hyde, F. E., M.D. 

1848 *HxsiiOP, James, M.D., Obiit 17th May, 1870, est. 53. 



1850 *IsAAOS, Ghabubs E., M.D., Brooklyn, N. Y., V. P. 1858, Obiit 

16th Jnne, 1860, oet, 48. 
1875 Iybs, Fbank L., M.D. 
Original. *Iybs, Geoboe W., M.D., Obiit 6th December, 1874, mt 55. 

1880 Jaoeson, Gbobob F., M.D. 

Original Jaoeson, WhiLIam H., M.D. 

1857 Jaoobi, Abbaham, M.D. 

1880 Jaoobi, Mabt P., M.D. 

1879 Jacobus, A. M., M.D., A. S. 1883. 

1853 Janes, Edwabd H., M.D., A. S. 1866-'68 ; R. S. 1868 to 1871. 

1879 Janeway, Edwabd G., M.D. 

1867 Jantbin, Joseph E., M.D. 

1882 Jbwett, CHABiiES, M.D. 

1852 *Jenkins, J. FosTBB, M.D., Yonkers, N. Y., Obiit 1882. 

1875 Johnson, Laubenob, M.D., L. 1877, now in office. 

1855 *JoHNSON,WiLmAM J., M.D., OUit 22d September, 1860, ast, 55. 
1882 Johnson, I. G., M.D. 

Original. *Johnston, Fbanois U., M.D., V. P. 1847, Obiit 7th January, 

1858, <Bt, 61. 
1852 ^JoNES, Alanson, S., M.D. 

1856 *JoNES, E. Lee, M.D., Obiit 30th January, 1876, mt. 46. 
1847 Jones, William W., M.D. 

1872 JuDSON, Adonibam B., M.D. 
1882 JuDSON, E. A., M.D. 

1882 Eaush, E., M.D. 

1857 *Kammebeb, Joseph, M.D., Obiit 10th June, 1875, cet, 53. 

1876 Eatzenbaoh, William H., M.D., K. S., now in office. 
Original. ^Eeabnt, Bayaud, M.D., Obiit 21st March, 1849, at. 26. 



xviii FtUowa of the Academy. 

Elkotbd. 

1879 Eellooo, Thhodobb H., M.D. 

1880 Kemp, Wiujam M., M.D. 
1847 KsNinEDT, Jambs, M.D. 

1863 ^Ebbbigak, Jobbph A , M.D., Obiii 17th Janaary, 1879, aU 46. 

1878 EjBBsmrEB, Edwabd, M.D., U. S. Navy. 

1880 Eetoh, Samttel, M.D. 

1882 Eetbb, E. L., M.D. 
OriginaL *Kii<boi7BNB, J. Saqe, M.D., OhiU 12th June, 1877, aU 71. 

1854 *EiMBABK, EvEBBTT H., M.D., OUit 29th August, 1872, at. 53. 

1851 ^KiNOSBUBT, Geoboe H., M.D., OUit 4th May, 1852, est, 31. 

1882 KiNNioxjTT, F. P., M.D. 

1880 KiNNiouTT, Fbane p., M.D. 
Original. *£js8am, Biohabd B., M.D., Trust. 1853 to 1860, Ohiit 28th 

November, 1861, at, 53. 

1874 Enapp, Herman, M.D. 

1876 Enioht, James, M.D. 

1880 Knight, 0. H., M.D. 

1854 *Kbaokowizeb, Ebnst, M.D., OUit 23d September, 1875, mi, 53. 



1880 Langman, Gustatb, M.D. 

1865 Lawbenob, Jonathan S., M.D. 
1869 Leale, GhabiiES A., M.D. 

1854 Leaming, James R., M.D., V. P. 1879. 
1869 ^ Lee, Ohabijss 0., M.D. 

1874 Leffebts, Geobgb M., M.D. 

1872 Leo, Simeon N., MD. 

1850 *Lbo WoiiP, Gbobge, M.D., OUit 14th March, 1855, ast, 40. 
Original. Leo WoijF, Mobbis, M.D. 

1851 *Lbvbbidge, Benjamin 0., M.D., OUit 16th April, 1862, at, 63. 
1880 Lewis, Daniel, M.D. 

1866 LiDDBiiL, John A., M.D. 
1879 Lincoln, Rupus P., M.D. 

Original. Linslt, Jabed, M.D., Trust. 1865 to 1870. 

1864 Little, James L., M.D. 

1882 Livingston, B., M.D. 

1855 Livingston, Watts 0., M.D. 
1876 LooBBow, Abthxtb V. B., M.D. 

1861 *LoiNES, Jonas P., M.D., OUit 15th December, 1873, mU 52. 

1863 LooMis, Alfbed L., M.D. 

1883 LoBiNG, P. G., M.D. 

1876 LuDLUM, William S., M.D. 

1871 LusK, Wilmam T., MD. 



Fellows of the Academy. xix 

Blbotsd. 

1874 Ltnoh, Patrick J., M.D. 

1847 *Lyon, Jambs L., M D., OMU 24th December, 1858, est 60. 

1881 Lyons, F. A., M.D. 



1864 MaoQbboob, Jambs B., M.D. 

1857 *MaA.iiiiiSTBB, Gbobob, M.D., OhiU 29ih Jtdj, 1864, cet. 37. ! 
1880 MoBhedb, Thomas A., M.D. 

1866 MoOiiBiiiiAN, Chbistophbb B., M.D., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Original. ^MoOiiBLIiAND, John, M.D., OMit 20tli February, 1875, ast. 69. 
1882 MoDoNAiiD, A. E., M.D. 

1847 *MoDoNAiiD, Jambs, M.D., Ohiit 5th May, 1849, cet. 45. 
1880 MoLaubt, William M., M.D. 
1882 MgliBAN, Malcolm, M.D. 
1857 MoLbod, S. B. Wyub, M.D. 

1865 McMillan, Chablbs, M.D., Borne, Italy. 

1847 *MaoNbvbn, William H., M.D., Obiit 12th May, 1854, at. 38. 

1848 *McNuLTr, John, M.D. 

Original. *Manlby, Jambs B., M.D., Orator 1848; V. P. 1849, ObiU 

21st November, 1851, (st. 69. 

1876 Mann, Mathbw D., M.D., Hartford, Conn. 
Original. Mabkob, Thomas M., M.D., L. 1847. 

1847 *Mabtin, Josbph, M.D., Obiit 26th April, 1864, est, 67. 
1872 Mabtin, T. Dwiqht, M.D. 
Original. *Mabvin, David D., M.D., Obiit 2Ui October, 1852, €Bt. 40. 

1877 *Mason, Thbodobb L., M.D., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
1882 Mason, L. D., M.D. 

1847 Maxwbll, William H., M.D. 

Original *Mhtklbkam, David S., M.D., Obiit 20th November, 1849, 

cBt. 45. 

1878 Mbbbill, John N., M.D., Skowhegan, Me. 
Original Mbtcalfb, John T., M.D. 

1879 MiLHAU, John J., M.D. 

1848 *MiLLBB, John, M.D., Obiit 13th January, 1863, cBt. 56. 
1848 ^MiLLBB, William Ellison, M.D., Obiit 16fch January, 1852, 

(Bt. 52. 
1879 MiLNB, Chablbs, M.D. 

1848 *Minbb, William, M.D., Obiit 16th November, 1859, est. 45. 
Original. *Minbb, William W., M.D., V. P. 1848, Obiit 20th March 

1863, (»t. 83. 
1880 Mjbanda, Bamon L., M.D. 
1847 MiTOHBLL, Ohaunoby li., M.D., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
1852 ^MoNBLL, JosBFH A., M.D., Obiit 1882. 



XX Fellows of the Academy, 



1848 *MooBii, Sahitk. W., M.D., Obiit 26th Aaga8t» 1854, at. 67. 

1849 *MoBAN, Thouas, M.D., ObiU 1853. 
1870 MoBBiB, MoBXAU, M.D., Bowatoxit Ck>im. 

1870 MoBBiB, SrcryBSANT F., M.D. 

1879 MoBiON, WniUAX J.» M.D. 

1880 MoBBow, P. Albxbt, M.D. 

1874 MbsHEB, Jacob S.» M.D., Albany, N. Y. 

OiiginaL *Mo!1!T, YAunmNB, M.D., LLJ)., P. 1849 and 1857, OMU 

26tli April, 1865, at. 79. 
1882 MouBBAnjiB, G., M.D. 

1875 MuiiDt, Pauii F., M.D. 
1882 MuNN, J. P., M.D. 

1871 NxFTEL, WniUAX B., M.D. 

1848 *Neilbon, John, M.D., Obiit 19th Jane, 1857, at. 82. 

1852 *NELflON, Jambs B., M.D., OMit 28th September, 1874, at. 61. 

1874 *Nebhith, Bobbbt D., M.D. 

1879 Nbwoomb, GuiBBBt L., M.D. 
1847 *NiOHOiiB, EuAB S., M.D. 

1880 NiOHOiA, CHABiiBS H., M.D. 
1859 Nichols, Tbuhan, M.D. 
1873 Niooiiii, Henbt D., M.D. 

1861 NoBOGEBATH, Emil, M.D. 

1871 *NoTT, JosiAH CiiABK, M.D., OhUt 81st March, 1873, at. 69. 

1862 Notes, Henbt D., M.D. 

OriginaL *Oai»N, Benjamin, M.D., Trust. 1858 to 1859, 1861, Obiit 

18th June, 1867, cet. 69. 
1873 Obton, Samuel H., M.D. 
1861 Ons, Fessenden N., M.D. 

1857 *0'Beilly, John, M.D., Obiit 6th Deoember, 1868, at. 55. 
1861 O'SxTLUYAN, Biohabd J., M.D. 

1871 Paokabd, Chables W., M.D. 

1880 Page, B. 0. M., M.D. 

1864 *Paine, Mabtin, M.D., LL.D., OMit 10th November, 1877, 

at. 83. 
1869 Pabdee, Ghables I., MD. 

1873 *PABiaar, Julius, M.D., Obiit 30th September, 1877. 
Original. Pabeeb, Willabd, M.D., LL.D., Trust. 1851 ; Y. P. 1853 ; P. 

1856. 
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Elbotuk 

1874 , Pabkeb, WhiLABd, Jr., M.D. 

1847 *Pabkinson, WiliiIam B., M.D., Obiit 11th May, 1856, at, 45. 

1878 Pabtbidob, Edwabd L., M.D. 

1847 *Pauii, James C, M.D., Obiit 5th May, 1859. 

1858 *PBAfliiBB, Edmund R., M.D., LL.D., Orator 1858 ; V. P. 1868 
to 1871 ; P. 1871 and 1872 ; Trust. 1873, OUit 22d Janu- 
ary, 1878, <Bt, 63. 

1878 Pbaslbb, Edwabd H., M.D. 

Original ^Pbnkblx., Biohaisd, M.D., (Mit 11th April, 1861, mt. 62. 
1880 Pbbby, I. G., M.D. 

1879 Pebby, James L., M.D. 
1870 Pbtebs, John C, M.D, 

1879 Pbtebs, Gboboe A., M.D. 

1874 *PEuaNBT, Eugene, M.D., OUit 10th October, 1879, cet. 42. 
Original ^Phillifs, Samuel B., M.D., OUit 3d March, 1857, cet 54. 
Original *Piatt, Wilmam P., M.D., OUit 6th May, 1848, cbU 59. 

1875 Peffabd, Henby G., A.M., M.D. 
1867 PiNKNEY, HowABD, M.D., Loudou. 
1873 PoiiK, WniiiiAM M., M.D. 

1865 PoMEBOY, Oben D., M.D. 
Original *Pond, James O., M.D., T. 1848 to 1877, OUit 1881, ast. 90. 

1869 PooiiEY, Thomas B., M.D. 

1880 PooBE, Chables T., M.D. 

1856 *PoBTEB, MoBTiMEB G., M.D., OUit 24th November, 1863, at, 
37. 

1880 PoBTEB, P. B., M.D. 

1847 Post, Alpbed 0., M.D., LL.D., Orator 1849; V. P. 1861 to 
1866 ; P. 1867 and 1868. 

1870 Post, William H. B., M.D., A. S. 1871 to 1874. 

1881 Powell, S. D., M.D. 

Original. *Poweb, William, M.D., OUit 14th September, 1858, cet, 60. 
Original *Pbatt, Peteb, M.D., OUit 1860, vet, 52. 

1882 Pbatt, H. B., M,D. 

1871 PuRDY, Alfbed E. M., M.D. 
Original. Pubdy, Altbed S., M.D. 

Original. Pubdy, Samuel A., M.D., B. S. 1853 and 1854. 
Original. fPuBPLB, Samuel S., M.D., V. P. 1872 to 1875 ; P. 1875 to 

1879 ; Trust. 1879, now in office. 

1847 Putnam, Fbedebiok A., M.D. 

1879 Putzel, Leopold, M.D. 



1876 Quagkbnbos, Henby P., M.D. 



xxii Fellows of the Academy. 

Elbctkd. 

1876 Babobq, Samuel A., M.D. 

1875 Bambedsll, Edwin D., M.D. 

1851 ^Bandolph, iBBAEZi, M.D., OUlt 2d Jnne, 1877, txt. 76. 

1882 Banket, A. L., M.D. 

1851 *Bannet, Moses H., M.D., OUit 7th December, 1864, mi, 50. 

1856 ^Bafhael, Benjamin I., M.D., Obiit 1881. 

1859 «Bay, Bobebt, Jr., M.D., ObviX 3d Jnlj, 1860, <st 27. 

1879 Bead, Iba B., M.D. 

Original. ^Bebsb, David Mebedith, M.D., LL.D., Obiit 13 tb May, 1861, 

aU 60. 

1880 Bbid, J. J., M.D. 

1879 *Beid, Kenneth, M.D. 

1872 BeinfbiiDEB, Max J., M.D., Yonkers, N. Y. 
1866 *Betnoij)s, James B., M.D., OUU 1882. 
1855 BioHABDS, Joseph W., M.D. 

1874 BoBEBTS, Nathan S., M.D. 

1878 BoBEBTS, Stephen M., M.D. 
OriginaL *Bobebts, Wilmam C, M.D., Orator 1869 ; V. P. 1870 to 1873, 

OUa 9th December, 1873, otf. 63. 
Original. *Bobbson, Abel B., MD., Obiit 22d March, 1853, ast. 36. 

1880 Bobinson, a. B., M.D. 

1876 Bobinson, Beveblt, M.D. 
1880 Bobinson, G. W„ M.D. 

1869 BooKWELL, AiiPHONSo D., M.D. 
Original. ^Bookwell, William, MD., Tmst. 1854, 1855, OUit 30th De- 
cember, 1867, oBt, 67. 

1873 ^Bodenstein, Ghablbs F., M.D., OUiJt 18th March, 1876, est, 49. 
1862 BoDENSTEZN, Louis A., MD. 

Original. *Bodgebs, John Eeabnt, M.D., Y. P. 1848 to 1851 ; Trust. 

1851, OUU 9th November, 1851, at 58. 
1847 *BoGEBS, J. Smith, M.D., Obiit 29th March, 1851, o^. 58. 
1872 Boop, Stephen W., M.D. 
1880 BoosA, D. B. St. John, M.D. 
1858 Boss, James, M.D. 
1880 BowB, Alyah, M.D. 



Original. Sabine, Gttbtayus A., M.D. 
1874 Sabine, Thomas T., M.D. 
1879 Sandebs, Edwabd, M.D. 
1873 Sattbblee, F. Ijb Boy, M.D. 
1864 *Satteblee, Biohabd S., M.D., U. S. A. 
1882 Sattebthwaite, T. E., M.D. 
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Elxctkd. 

Original. Sayrb, Lkwis A., M.D. 
1882 SA.YBB, L. H. 

1852 *ScHiiiiiiNO, Ebmest, M.D., OUit 25th AprQ, 1872, at, 62. 
OriginaL *Sohmidt, John W., Jr., M.D., Obiit 1857, at, 50. 

1847 *SoHiBMKB, WniMAM, M.D., Obiit 8th July, 1878, at. 70. 

1873 SoHuiiTZB, Louis F., M.D. 

1882 Sghoenbmann, C. P. B., M.D. 

1873 Sbguin, Edwabd 0., M.D. 

1882 SoHUYLEB, W. D., M.D. 

1870 Sell, E. H. M., M.D. 

1856 *SbwaiiIi, John G., M.D., Obiit 18th Jannary, 1874, at 51. 

1879 Sbzton, Samuel, M.D. 
Original. *Shanks, John, M.D., Obiit 10th Angnst, 1870, at, 69. 

1862 *Shsppabd, John W., M.D., Obiit 5th October, 1868, ast. 46. 
Original, ^hebwood, Bubbttt, M.D., Obiit 10th Angnst, 1854, at. 53. 

1879 Shbadt, John, MD. 

1856 Snis, J. Mabton, M.D., Orator 1857. 

1880 SiLYEB, Henbt M., M.D. 

1879 Skene, Alexandeb J. C, M.D., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

1876 Smith, Abbam A., M.D. 

1877 Smith, Andbew H., M.D. 

Original. *Smith, David, M.D., Obiit 16th Jannary, 1867, at 57. 

1870 *Smith, David A., M.D., Obiit 9th April, 1872, at 28. 
Original. *Smith, GnaEBT, M.D., Obiit 16th July, 1851, at 80. 
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THE GALVANIC AC5CUMULAT0R FOR STORING DYNAMICAL 
ELECTRICmr FOR CAUTERY AND ILLUMINATING PUR- 
POSES. 

Bt LOUIS ELSBERO, A.M., M.D., 

Fdlow of the Nefw York Academy of Medicine, Member of the American Academy of Medicine, 
President of the New York Laryngological Society, etc., etc. 

(Read April 21, 1881.) 

Gentlemen: Of all the instruments I became acquainted! 
with during my stay in Europe last summer, perhaps the most 
useful, certainly the most remarkable, is the apparatus I have^ 
the honor to exhibit to you this evening. The idea of storing 
up galvanism in a box, of having an apparatus — as it were, & 
Leyden jar — full of dynamical electricity, that can be taken out 
in graduated doses for effective cautery or illumination, must 
strike as wonderful all who are familiar with the ordinary em- 
ployment of the " galvanic current." 

What is electricity ? Perhaps this question would be answered 
differently by different persons; what I think it is, I have 
published more than ten years ago, viz. : a mode of motion of 
particles or molecules of matter — a to-and-fro or vibratory mo- 
tion, the vibrations being more frequent than forty thousand, and 
less frequent than sixty-five trillions in a second. It is well known 
that vibrations less rapid than at the rate of forty thousand in 

a second, provided not less than sixteen full vibrations occur 
1 
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per second, affect our auditory organ as sound ; while vibrations 
more frequent than sixty-five trillions in a second impress our 
consciousness as heat up to four hundred trillions, and as light 
between four hundred and eight hundred trillions in a second. 
It is also well known of some of these vibrations, that on being 
propagated through certain media, their rate can be altered ; 
thus, some vibrations bevond the visible extreme violet color 
of the sj)ectrum, which are more frequent than eight hundred 
trillions in a second, can be slackened in their speed, and trans- 
formed into vibrations which can affect our eye, by being 
passed through a solution of sulphate of quinine. If this were 
the proper place to enter into details on these points, I might 
cite many instances of the convertibility of vibrations; but my 
object is attained, if, by making reference to them, I facilitate 
understanding of the suggestion, as to how electricity is corre- 
lated to heat and light. 

It has been ascertained that the velocity of electricity is 
much less than that of heat and light. I have no doubt that 
electrical vibrations are propagated by progressive wave-mo- 
tion, the propagation requiring a substance the particles of 
which take up and transmit the vibratory movement. Sub- 
stances differ very much as to their facilit}- of propagating or 
conducting electricity ; some offer greater resistance than others 
to the wave-propagation, or, as it is called, to the passage of 
the electric current. Those that offer most resistance, and are, 
therefore, the worst conductors, are called non-conductors, or 
insulatoi-s, for they are used as supports or surroundings for 
electrified bodies, when the propagation is to be prevented. 
Such non-conductors are gutta-percha, caoutchouc, shellac, etc. ; 
of course, no substance insulates perfectly, and the electricity 
of every electrified body is dissipated more or less rapidly. 
Glass is a very bad conductor, unless moisture condenses upon 
it, and, in practice, the insulating power of glass is improved 
.by coating it with shellac varnish. Dry air is a good insulator, 
ibut as the atmosphere usually contains moisture, it conducts 
electricity ; and this is the principal manner in w^hich electri- 
city is lost. Among conductors, charcoal offers more resistance 
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than the metals; of these, the following order shows relatively 
lessening conductivity, or, what is equivalent, increasing resist- 
ance, viz. : silver, copper, gold, zinc, platinum, iron, lead, Ger- 
man-silver. (In parenthesis, I may here remark that for conduc- 
tion in electrical apparatus, copper- wire and cords containing 
copper-threads are used almost without exception, instead of 
the more expensive silver, copper conducting nearly as well as 
silver, and far better than any other metal ; while for very long 
wire, as for telegraphing, imn — the specific resistance of which 
is five or six times as much as copper, and which, therefore, 
requires the wire to be five or six times as thick to conduct as 
well — is preferable on account of its cheapness. On the other 
hand, for interposing artificial resistances in electrical instru- 
ments, which, as I shall explain further on, is often nsef nl, thin 
wire of German-silver is preferable.) 

It is well known, that if to a metal ball, increasing tempera- 
ture is imparted, the vibrations constituting heat become, under 
certain circumstances, so much accelerated that they impress 
our consciousness as light; similarly, the vibrations of electri- 
city, propagated under certain circumstances through metallic 
wires, become so much accelerated, that they impress our con- 
sciousness as heat. When, to each of the plates of a galvanic 
battery, a good conductor, as a copper-wire, is attached, on 
bringing the ends of the two wires together, they become 
heated and emit a spark. If a comparatively bad conductor, 
such as a platinum-wire, is connected to the ends of the copper- 
wires, the rate of the electrical vibrations is so much increased, 
that the platinum becomes very hot ; the heat increasing under 
favorable conditions so much as to cause incandescence, and 
even fusion. With a sufficiently powerful galvanic battery, all 
metals, without exception, can be melted. 

For medical purposes of cautery and illumination, platinum 
is especially adapted, because it is not easily fused, is not liable 
to rust, and is not brittle ; because a thin wire is comparatively 
strong, and because it has a low specific heat, on account of 
which it is raised to a higher temperature than a wire of greater 
specific heat by the same amount of heat. 
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Galvanic canterization seems first to have been performed in 
the year 1830, by Pi'avas, of Alfort, and Fabri Palaprat, of 
Paris. Since then, others have occasionally nsed and recom- 
mended it, particularly Heidler, of Vienna, in 1845 ; Onisell, of 
Gronstadt, and afterward of St. Petersburg, in 1848 ; and John 
Marehall, in 1850 ; but the merit of really introducing it into 
surgery belongs entirely to Middeldorpf, of £reslau, in 1854. 

Nobody seems to have thought of making use of the light of 
incandescent platinum for illuminating the cavities of the body 
previous to 1867. In that year, the Breslau dentist, Dr. Bruck, 
constructed an apparatus which he called ^^ stomatoscope," for 
the examination of the oral cavity by means of this light; 
and Millot, of Paris, published his successful experiments on 
cats and dogs. In 1868, Lazarevitch, of Charkow, applied the 
electric liglit, and in the same year I made use of it, in connec- 
tion with Dr. Charles A. Budd, of this city, in laryngological 
and gynecological examinations. But, although these, and a 
number of other attempts were made, with more or less success, 
it was not until the ingenious electrical-instrument maker of 
Paris, M. Gustavo Trouv^, in the year 1870, took up the prob- 
lem, that it was satisfactorily solved. 

It has been ascertained that, in accordance with Ohm's law,* 
the maximum eflFect of a galvanic battery is obtained when the 
total internal resistance (the intra-elemental resistance, i.e., 
the resistance offered to the conduction of electricity by the con- 
tents of the element, viz. : the liquid between the two plates and 
the plates acted on) is equal to the total external resistance (the 
interpolar, i.e.y the resistance offered to the conduction by all 
the substances included in the circuit connecting the two plates). 
Now, although the platinum wire used in galvano-cautery and 
galvano-illumination offers, compared with silver or copper, a 
good deal of resistance to electrical waves, or currents, as they 
are commonly called, it offers only very little resistance as com- 

Tl P 

1 £ _ __^ — I21 which formula E represents effectiveness ; n, number of 
n>U + A 

elements ; P, production of electricity ; B, internal resistance ; and R', exter- 
nal resiBtanoe. 



Neu) York Academy of Medicine. 6 

pared with water, the epidermis, or the hnman body generally ; 
hence, when the object to be accomplished is to heat the plati- 
num, we must, in order to obtain the best effect from our 
battery, diminish the internal resistance more than is required 
for any other purpose in electro-therapeutics. This diminution 
of intra-elemental resistance is accomplished by arranging the 
elements at our disposal so as to have a comparatively small 
number with comparatively extensive surfaces of action. A 
battery thus arranged is called a battery for quantity, while 
one arranged in a series of single cells is called a battery for 
intensity or tension ; but the terms quantity and intensity, or 
tension, as applied to electricity, have arisen from the errone- 
ous conception of the nature of electricity — namely, that it is 
a peculiar fluid matter ; the difference in the effect of batteries 
thus differently arranged is due entirely to the difference of 
intra^lemental or interpolar resistance. 

The main reason why galvano-cautery is not more frequently 
practised by physicians, lies unquestionably in the inconveni- 
ences, difSculties, and disappointments attending on the em- 
ployment of all the galvanic batteries hitherto in use for this 
purpose. As the intra-elemental resistance requires to be small, 
we have had to use either an inconstant battery, i.e.,, one with 
only one liquid interposed between the two plates, which, in 
spite of all sorts of devices/ is objectionable on account of its 
polarization and inconstancy, or else a constant battery requir- 
ing strong acid, in which the chemical action is very great, etc. 
In January, 1874, 1 said, in the American Journal of/Syphilo- 
graphy and Dermatology^ p. 15 : " The desideratum of a gal- 
vanic battery for cautery purposes, entirely satisfactory, is still 
unsupplied. By far the best that I am acquainted with, for 
our purposes, is Voltolini's (Middeldorpf s) carbon-zinc battery 
of two elements. I have had experience with a large number 
of others, and if it were not for its requiring two acids, viz. : 

' I have invented saoh a galyano-cautery battery, in which a rooking move- 
ment of the plates is kept up by an extra electro-magnetic device ; and I must 
not fail to recommend Dr. Gutter* s large portable battery, which I have found 
the most constant of aU the inconstant batteries I have ever tried. 
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nitric and dilute sulphuric, and a good deal of care to keep it 
in order, I would not desii'e a more convenient or efficient ap- 
paratus. Dr. Sass, of this city, in whose ability and ingenuity 
I have great confidence, is experimenting with a view of per- 
fecting a new galvano-caustic battery, which is to obviate all 
objections." The hope then expressed as to Dr. Sass has not, 
8o far as I am aware, been realized ; but at that very time 
already, Trouve had begun to supply the desideratum in a very 
ingenious way. 

It had long been known that the chief cause of enfeeblement 
and final cessation of action in inconstant batteries is the so- 
called polarization of the inactive plate, i.^., the deposition on 
its surface of hydrogen from the decomposition of water of 
the liquid in which the plates are immersed ; the experiments 
of Ritter, Faraday, Poggendorf, and others, had shown that by 
taking pairs of pieces of metal of the same kind, each pair 
being separated by a piece of moistened cloth, and each end 
of the system connected with the poles of a battery, a so-called 
" secondary battery " can be constructed ; the constituents of 
the water with which the cloth is moistened, oxygen and hydro- 
gen, accumulate on opposite plates of the circuit, and, after 
some time, even if separated from the battery itself, the appa- 
ratus can be made to exhibit a so-called "local," "secondary," 
or " polarized current." Gaston Plante had already made use 
of such an arrangement for producing effects of a galvanic bat- 
tery. Now it occurred to Trouve, that such a secondary battery 
might be used for the purpose of galvano-cautery and galvano- 
illumination. He constructed, after the maimer of the secon- 
dary battery of Plante, an apparatus of appropriate dimensions, 
and found that by connecting it for a sufficient length of time 
with even a very feeble battery, it became capable of produ- 
cing, for a short time, powerful effects of heating platinum. 

By this device has been utilized for a purpose for which it 
was heretofore inapplicable, a constant battery wuth great 
intra-elemental resistance, in which but little chemical action 
goes on, and which, therefore, remains without material altera- 
tion for a very considerable period of time. Those only who 
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have experienced tlie annoyances hitherto inaeparahlc from 
galvano-caiiterj batteries, can apprec^iate the innovation. To 
iise the language of older electrology, we may eay tliat a large 
qnantity of current electricity aeunmnlatea and is confined in 
the secondary apparatus, and that " a hattery for intensity " can 
be need, with this go-between and time, to accomplish work of 
" a battery of qnantity," A 
battery- which gives no tnjuble 
whatever, and needs hardly 
any attention for six months 
or a year, does work which 
hitherto i-eqnired a battery 
that involved constant atten- 
tion, care, and tronble. 

The accompanying illustra- 
tion (Fig. 1) shows the whole 
apparatus. On the top of the 
box, in which Trouve placed 
the Plante battery, which, 
henceforth, I shall speak of as 
the accuninlator, there is a gal- 
vanometer, E, designed to in- 
dicate the activity of l>otli the 
accuninlator and the primary 
battery. It has a seraicircniar 
scale, with zero in the middle, 
divided into 90° on each side. 
AiVlien the apparatus, before 
being connected with a gal- ^'^^ ^■ 

vanic battery, is so placed that the needle poinia to zero — 
exactly north and sonth — the deviation when the correction is 
established, shows whether or not the battery is in projier work- 
ing order. Trimve advises that whenever the needle ixiinta to 
less than 30°, tlie battery should be examined and any deficiency 
corrected. On making nse of tlie appai-atus for heating the 
platinum, for either illumination or cautery, the galvanometer- 
needle deviates in the opposite direction. 
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On the side of the box, Troav^ baa attached a eimple i 
Btat, A C, which regnlates the electrical illumination or can 
with tlio aceurncy with which a graduated stop-eock w 
regulate tlie flame of a burning gas-jet issuing from a pipe, 
rheostat, as is well known, is an instrument by which the re 
ance of any given circuit can be incieased or diminished v 
out opening the circuit. I have already mentioned that 
the interposition of an artificial resistance, thin wire of Gerr 
silver should be used. Trouv^'a rheostat consists of a tube 
containing a hollow, close coil of fine German-silver win 
which a graduated metallic rod, 0, passes up and down, 
wore the rod is drawn ont, the more of the coil is interpose 
the circuit, consequently the greater is the resistance and 
less the heating effect. This works so accurately and regule 
that the finest and shortest platinum-wire can be brough 
a state of incandescence without melting ; and the point u 
which the rod must be pushed in, once determined for a 
ticular effect on a given piece of wire, the same position of 
rod invariably produces the same effect. 

The end of the rod of the rheostat constitutes one of 
poles of the accumulator, the other is a metallic projectio 
D, at the opposite side of the box. To these two poles, C 
D, are attached the electrode-cords which go to the hand! 
the illuminating or cauterizing platinum- wire. In Fit 
is shown the manner in which the cords are attachec 
au illuminator, which lies at the bottom of the accu 
lator. 

In order tliat cords for two handles may be attached to 
and the same accumulator, Trouv^ has furnished some with 
rheostats aiid two opposite poles. This enables the oper 
to use one accumulator at the same time for both illumina 
and cautery. 

I have here two accumulators, one with single and one ^ 
■double poles, that have beeti in connection with a battery ; 
I shall presently exhibit to you their activity. That you 
the better understand the construction, I show you an accu 
lator taken apart. 
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Here are two pieces of sheet-lead * rolled together in a spiral, 
but prevented from touching each other by strips of rubber 
about one-fourth of an inch thick. (They are well shown in 
the open box represented in Fig. 1.) They are innnersed in a 
glass jar containing water acidulated with ten per cent, chemi- 
cally pure sulphuric acid. Above the 'rolls the jar is tightly 
packed with a mass that prevents evaporation, and from the top 
project two poles, one connected with the outside end of the 
outside roll, and one with the inside end of the inside. The 
jar is placed into the accumulator-box, and the two poles of the 
rolls of lead are connected by conducting wires with copper- 
bands going to the galvanometer and poles of the accumulator. 
The box is provided with metallic connections for the recep- 
tion of the battery-cords. (These are marked + and — on the 
right hand side of the box in Fig. 1.) 

When connected with a battery, the water in the jar is de- 
composed ; oxygen goes to one of the rolls of. lead and pro- 
duces a superoxide of lead, so that this roll becomes quite dark, 
in fact, brownish black ; hydrogen is deposited on the other, 
and this remains metallic or looks bluish gray. When, after 
this has taken place, the two rolls are connected, a so-called 
" polarized current " results, and the electricity is sufficient to 
heat platinum to incandescence ; in the meantime the super- 
oxide of lead loses its oxygen, and the other roll its hydrogen, 
and a recomposition of the water occurs. The process of first 
superoxidizing and then deoxidizing the roll of lead, may be 
repeated over and over again. Not only need the contents of 
the jar never be changed, but the older they become the easier 
and bettor they will work. At fii*st the accumulator requires 
either a powerful battery or connection with a feeble battery 
for a long time ; but, after repeated use a comparatively weak 
battery, connected for a short time, suffices for longer con- 
tinued heating effects. When the operator is hurried, it may 
be necessary to use a Bunsen battery for from half an hour to 
several hours ; but even then the accumulator has great advan- 

' Fanre has recently claimed that to coat the lead with red-lead is a great 
improyement. . 
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tage over the direct employment «f the battery in convenience 
of transportation, ease of niaiiipnlation, and certainty of action. 
Wlien the box is, so to speak, '• full of electricity," you can 
take it undw your arm or carry it by the handle into your operat- 
ing room or to the bedside of your patient, without danger of 



X 



h 



in loollon. Tlie olccttodr cordn, to 



spilling acid, and with the assurance that the apparatus will 
work until the "electricity is spent,'' i.e., until the recornposi- 
tion of water has taken place. 
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If you have from twelve hours to two or three days' time, any 
galvanic battery is applicable for the accumulator. I have 
made use of the battery of the burglar-alarm of my house ; or- 
dinarily I use the gravity battery of Trouv^-Callaud, a modifi- 
cation of Daniell's, which I leave connected nearly all the time 
with the accumulator, and thus have the latter always in readi- 
ness. 1 succeed with this small apparatus in heating a platinum 
wire loop, one-half to one tnillimetre thick, or an ordinary size 
galvano-cautery knife white hot, and can keep illuminating 
wire one-eighth of a millimetre thick, and one or two millime- 
tres long, incandescent for from two to twenty minutes. The 
maximum effect claimed for Trouve's apparatus is that it can 
keep the cautery knife incandescent for fifteen to twenty-five 
minutes, and the illuminating wire for two or three hours con- 
secutively ; and I have designed a large-sized accumulator, of 
which Messrs. John Reynders & Sons are tlie manufacturers, 
which is still more effective. I have long used this apparatus 
dailj^ for galvano-cautery operations in the throat and nose. It 
has never disappointed me. I would not for a good deal do 
witliout it ; and 1 recommend it most strongly. 

As it is not my object this evening to dwell upon the elec- 
trodes for either illumination or cauterization — intending, with 
your permission, to present improved apparatus of this kind to 
the Academy on a future occasion — I shall merely show you 
the operation of the accumulator in heating to incandescence 
the reflector and cautery instruments of Trouve. (See Figs. 2 
to 6.) 
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LESIONS O? THE ORBITAL WALLS AND CONTENTS DUE TO 

SYPHILia 

• 

Bt CHARLES BTEDMAN BULL, A.M., M.D., 

HEW TOBK. 
(Bead October 20, 1881. ) 

Dndkb the above head will be considered the syphilitic dis- 
eases of the bones forming the walls of the orbit and of the 
connective-tissue and adipose-tissue of the orbital cavity, in so 
far as the two may be connected. No reference will be made 
to syphilitic lesions of the eyeball or of the adnexa, which are 
contained in the cavity of the orbit. Disease of the bony walls 
of the orbit is not a very common manifestation of constitu- 
tional syphilis ; though it is by no means rare. Tlie lesions 
which occur here are Ist, a periostitis or osteo-periostitis, 
with or without sub-periosteal abscess ; 2d, gummy tumor or 
syphiloma of the periosteum ; 3d, periostosis, hyperostosis, or 
exostosis of one or more bones ; and 4rth, caries and necrosis, 
involving more or less of the entire thickness of the bony 
walls. Clinical observation would seem to afEord ground for 
the belief that the bones of the orbit are not as frequently af- 
fected by syphilis as other parts of the bony skeleton, but the 
dead-house teaches a somewhat different story, and I am in- 
clined to think that a more careful and minute examination of 
the patients in the venereal and surgical wards of our large 
hospitals would lead us to alter our opinion in regard to the 
frequency of the occurrence of the bony lesions in this region. 
Some of the symptoms are slight in severity and transient in 
duration, and often are not pronounced enough to attract the 
attention of any one but the patient. These lesions, according 
to most authorities, belong to the late stages of syphilitic infec- 
tion ; though the most recent investigations seem to point to the 
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existence of two forms of periosteal disease due to syphilis, 
which are to be distinguished from each other bv the intensity 
of the process, and tiie period of constitutional infection at 
which they occur. It seems to be a recognized fact that the 
cases of syphilitic ostitis and osteo-periostitis developed during 
the early or secondary period of constitutional infection are 
much less severe than those observed later. The latter are ac- 
companied not only by subperiosteal and osseous gummata, 
but also bv dense ostitis and necrosis. In the late as in the 
early osseous symptoms of constitutional syphilis, the exciting 
cause of the bony lesion and of its location is generally found 
in contusions, repeated bruisings and slight injuries. 

Simple syphilitic periostitis, or osteo-periostitis, occurring as 
an early or precocious bone lesion is limited to the surface of 
bone, to the periosteum and superficial layers. Under the 
periosteum, between it and the bone, is accumulated a large 
number of round cells, analogous, according to Cornil, to the 
cells of the embiyonic medulla. At the same time the deep 
layers of the periosteum are inflamed and contain cells be- 
tween the fibrous bundles. The neighboring connective tissue 
generally shows some inflammatory oedema, which accounts 
for the tliickening and swelling observed between the skin and 
the bone. When the bone disease has lasted a long time, the 
round cells nearest the surface of the bone, beneath the peri- 
osteum, act like osteo-blasts during the period of ossification, 
and in fact become such. In other words, from a histological 
standpoint, simple osteo-periostitis of the bones of the orbit 
consists in the return of the cells between the bone and peri- 
osteum to the embryonic state. The varieties of new osseous 
products consequent on ostitis and periostitis, such^ as osteo- 
phytes, exostoses, enostoses, and eburnation, constitute the acci- 
dents common to all forms of syphilitic osteo-periostitis. The 
exuberant formation of the new osseous lamellae may develop 
under the periosteum exostoses of varying size, and in the bone 
itself a parenchymatous hyperostosis and eburnation. 

The gummy osteo-periostitis is a variety of rarefying ostitis, 
in which the subperiosteal embryonic tissue takes on the dis- 
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position observed in gummata. Gummata of bone are only an 
intense and limited osteo-periostitis, with destrnction of the 
osseons lamellae by a rarefying ostitis. Though common in 
the other cranial bones, they are rare in the bones of the orbit. 
When a thin section of such a gnmma is examined under a 
high power objective, there is seen to be a tissue formed of 
veiy fine fibres, between which exist round cells with a nucleus 
and a small amount of protoplasm. These round cells, from 
0.010 to 0.015 of a millimetre in diameter, are, according to 
Cornil and Ranvier, embryonic cells. Besides these cells 
there are other cells of a fusiform or irregular shape, and still 
othere much smaller, apparently atrophied, measuring from 
0.005 to 0.006 of a millimetre in a diameter, and almost en- 
tirely filled by their nuclei, and embedded in a finely granular 
matrix. What are called external gummata originate beneath 
the periosteum, and by pressure gradually detach it from the 
bone. They also press upon the underlying bone, enter its 
substance in the form of a cone, the bone becomes infiltrated 
and progressive rarefaction goes on up to a certain varying 
point. Then the gumma ceases to advance, undergoes larda- 
ceous or fatty metamorphosis and finally disappears, leaving in 
its place a more or less extensive depression in the bone. 
Pathology teaches that the frontal bone is the region of predi- 
lection for these gummata. (See a short monograph by Mos- 
covits, " De la Syphilis Tertiaire Crdnienne," Paris, 1874.) 
When a small gumma of the orbital periosteum has formed a 
cavity in the bone and the inflammatory process is stopped, 
the new matter becomes caseous and atrophies ; the peripheral 
osteoperiostitis heals, and there may be a partial reparation of 
bone. The cavity is not entirely filled, but the osteophytes 
developed beneath the periosteum end in a bony neoplasm at 
the margin of the loss of substance. If, however, the bone is 
completely perforated, the defect is not filled up by new bone 
tissue, but by a fibrous cicatrix. 

A very interesting case of osteo-periostitis gummosa of the 
floor of the orbit has been described by Campana in the 
Oiomale Italiano deUeMalattie Venerie e della Pelle^ anno vi., 
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1871. The patient was a man, af^ed thirty years, who con- 
tracted a chancre in his twentieth year, which was followed h; 
inguinal and cervical adenitis, alopecia, pre-Btemal and pre-ar- 
ticnlar pains, with noctnmal exacerbations, ulcers of the fauces, 
and a pustular eruption on the face and trnnk. During the 
past two years he bad had a tumor upon the bridge of the nose, 
which extended to the inner canthus of the right eye, was at 
first hard, prominent and immovable, but after a few months 
it softened, the akin ulcerated and a quantity of stringy fluid 
was discharged. This remained open for two months, and soon 
after it closed a second appeared on the floor of tbe orbit near 
the outer canthus, which grew to the size of a filbert. Under 
anti-eyphilitic treatment this softened and disappeared by ab- 
sorption, leaving a slight depression in the bone. 

One year later he began to complain of pain in the right 
orbit again, which spread to tlie superior maxilla, alveolar arch, 
and zygoma ; there was slight failure of vision and some ex- 
ophthalmus. A tumor could bo felt on the floor of the orbit 
near the external canthus, which was painful on preseui-e. 
This was punctured and a small amount of sero-pnrnlent flnid 
evacuated. A pi-obe introduced showed caries, but no detached 
pieces of bone. The next day more pus was discharged and 
some detritus. The carious process extended to the malar bone, 
and a puncture made in the superior gingival fornix gave exit 
to pus, and carious bone was discovered opening into the or- 
bital cavity. 

The patient recovered entirely by proper treatment in abont 
two months, and the eye was restored to its normal position. 

The two essential signs of syphilitic orbital osteo-periostitis 
are pain and swelling, tbe former most intense at night and 
sometimes. very violent. To these two objective symptoms ia 
added a third, exopbtbalrans or protrusion of tbe eyeball be- 
yond the plane of tlie orbit, if the bony lesion be extensive or 
sitnated deeply in the orbit. The neuralgia, due to a com- 
pression of a nerve-filament at some point in its passage 
through a bony canal, is a very common symptom. Osteo- 
periostitis of the bones of the skull produces a tumor, generally 
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broad and flattened. Subperiosteal gummata, extensive and 
thick, are generally accompanied by inflamniation of the skin, 
long suppuration, necrosis of the portions of bone which remain 
imprisoned for a long time, and which eventually are cast off, 
leaving behind sometimes great losses of substance. The diag- 
nosis of these gummata is not always easy. If the scalp is 
adherent at a ]X)int to the bone, periostitis is almost certainly 
present, and if a tumor is here present, it is certainly a gumma 
of the periosteum or a periostitis, according as the consistence 
of the tumor is elastic or bony. According to Hueter, the 
formation of a sequestrum rarely occure here, owing to the 
slight tendency of the periosteum of the bones in this region 
to the new formation of bone. He admits that the caries in 
these cases is, however, generally due to the suppuration of 
syphilomata, and that they are tolerably frequent. His explana- 
tion of the process is as follows: The discolored and dead 
bone, due to the suppuration of a periosteal syphiloma, does 
not fall off as a sequestrum, but small granulations come from 
the diploe of the bone, perforate this dead cortical layer and 
push aside the latter, which necroses in small particles. The 
syphilitic tissue-proliferation does not, however, always end in 
suppuration, but sometimes forms a sclerosed bony substance, 
and then we have the syphilitic osteoma. Tl\ese osteomata 
are generally smooth, flat, and more like hyperostoses than 
exostoses. 

That these bony lesions are sometimes not recognized in the 
orbit during life and are only discovered at the autopsy, is a 
fact which we are all forced to admit. A single instance will 
suffice. In the Archives de Medecine for December, 1845, 
Hamilton reports the result of an autopsy on a patient who 
during life had had paralysis of some of the branches of the 
third cranial nerve. At the autopsy there was found caries of 
the orbital walls due to periostitis and periostosis in the vi- 
cinity of the apex of the orbit, which pressed upon the nerves 
in question and caused the paralysis. 

Though these various lesions of the bony orbit are generally 
regarded as late manifestations of constitutional syphilis, yet 
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attention has been called to their by no means very rare occur- 
rence as an early lesion, and this is particularly the case with 
periostitis of the orbit. Much carefulstudy has been given to 
the early development of osseous lesions in syphilis, especially 
by Manriac and Fournier, with reference to their relation to 
other constitutional symptoms. We know from Mauriac that 
epicranial periostitis may be one of the first manifestations of 
constitutional infection, occurring sometimes shortly after the 
appearance of the initial lesion, even before the appearance of 
any other constitutional symptom. This periostitis is confined 
almost exclusively to the periosteum, and whatever hypei'SBmic 
or infiammatory condition of the bone may be present, it is 
merely accessory and entirely secondary to the periostitis. In 
the adult these periosteal swellings tend to resolution sponta- 
neously, and this can be markedly hastened by proper treat- 
ment. They rapidly disappear without leaving any trace. On 
the contrary, in the hereditary syphilis of children, this form 
of periostitis very soon assumes the purulent form of inflamma- 
tion, and ends in the death of the bone. In acquired syphilis 
this early form of orbital periostitis is circumscribed, varies in 
duration between four and six weeks when left to itself, and 
disappears much sooner under proper anti-syphilitic treatment. 

Mauriac admits that these precocious bony lesions are much 
more common and severe in hereditary syphilis than in ac- 
quired syphilis, and in warm latitudes than in temperute or 
cold latitudes. Such an early lesion in the bones of the skull 
aggravate the prognosis, of course, though the other constitu- 
tional symptoms may be slight. It bears no resemblance to the 
later periostitis, being much less indolent, lasting a shorter 
time, tending to spontaneous resolution and but little to de- 
structive metamorphosis. Moreover, these cases of precocious 
periostitis are confined to the periosteum, are never followed 
by hyperostosis or exostosis, and never leave any trace of their 
presence. Large, hard frontal bosses, which may involve the 
entire supra-orbital margin and dip down deeply into the orbit, 
rapidly disappear under appropriate treatment. 

Leaving the subject of the pathology of syphilitic osteo- 
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periostitis of the orbit with this brief and still unsatisfactory 
statement of onr knowledge of it, we come naturally to a 
consideration of its symptoviatology. Two forms of inflam- 
mation, acute and chronic, must be distinguished. The acute 
form is almost always a precocious lesion and tlie symptoms 
are apt to be severe. The patient complains of great pain in 
and around the eye, especially along the superior orbital margin, 
which is excessively sensitive to pressure, and this has been 
remarked even when the periostitis was deep-seated and did 
not involve the orbital margin. The eyelids are red and 
swollen, the ocular conjunctiva is injected and sometimes 
chemotic. This latter symptom is much more marked if the 
orbital cellular tissue is involved. There is more or less pro- 
trusion of the eyeball, according as the seat of the periostitis 
is deep in the orbit or near the orbital margin. The ex- 
ophthalmns is rarely straight forward, but usually toward one 
side or downward, owing to the periostitis being confined to 
one wall or part of the orbit. The general constitutional 
signs of inflammation are usually severe in acute osteo- 
periostitis of the orbit, owing to the orbital cellular tissue 
becoming involved, and then the. exophthalmus may be very 
marked. Another danger is loss of vision by pressure upon 
the optic nerve in the optic foramen or in the orbit, or loss of 
the eye by strangulation of the entire blood supply of the 
eyeball by the infiltrated orbital tissue. Optic neuritis fol- 
lowed by inflammatory atrophy of the optic nerve extending 
to the sheath of the nerve from the periosteum of the orbit 
and optic foramen ; or simple atrophy of the optic nerve from 
pressure by the surrounding infiltrated tissues, are not very 
uncommon results of syphilitic orbital osteo-periostitis. When 
the orbital cellular tissue becomes inflamed, there is much 
more probability of the formation of pus in considerable 
quantity than when the periosteum alone is involved. The 
pain, which is usually very severe, may occur only periodically 
at certain times of the day. The attack may be ushered in 
by a chill, followed by high fever, and all the other symptoms 
are rapidly developed. 
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In the chronic form the inflammatory symptoms are far less 
pronounced, and tlie disease is more protracted and insidious 
in its course. The disease in the bone is often developed very 
slowly and gradually, and when the inflammation is deeply 
seated, it is easily overlooked. There may be little or no 
febrile excitement, but little pain, no protrusion of the eyeball 
until late in the course of the disease, and, in fact, scarcely 
any objective symptom, unless the periostitis is located near 
the orbital margin. Here the oedematous swelling of the 
surrounding parts, the decided thickening of the bone, and 
the presence of a hard, indistinctly fluctuating tumor which is 
painful and sensitive, all aid in the diagnosis. The chronic 
form is very often accompanied by the formation of a sub- 
periosteal abscess, which sometimes strips up the periosteum 
from the bone for a long distance, and tends to end in caries, 
and necrosis of the bone. Osteo-periostitis gummosa is always 
of this chronic type. The abscess once formed tends to open 
at some point, and this is usually outwardly through the conjunc- 
tiva or lid by one or several sinuses; but sometimes the pur- 
ulent process has been so extensive that caries has occurred in 
several 'directions, and here the abscess may open into the nose, 
the frontal sinus, the maxillary sinus, or, gravest of all, into 
the cavity of the skull. If the abscess perforate through the 
conjunctiva, it is almost certain that the seat of the bone 
lesion is deep in the orbit, for if the margin of the bony orbit 
were involved, the opening would be in front of the tarso- 
orbital fascia, through the lid. If the tendency to suppura- 
tion is but slight, the periosteum may become very much 
thickened, and small nodules or periosteal growths may be 
developed, which may ossify and form true exostoses. These 
may exist between the periosteum and bone, or more rarely 
these nodules may grow in both directions, outward toward 
the orbit and inward toward the bone. 

One danger which might seem to be imminent, veiy rarely 
occurs, and that is an extension of the periosteal inflammation 
to the meninges of the brain through the medium of the optic 
foramen. It is far more likely to induce meningeal inflamma- 
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tion when the roof of the orbit is the seat of the lesion, for 
here the bone is quite thin, and a carious process once started 
in this region may soon perforate the bone and open into the 
anterior fossa of the skull, leading to meningitis or abscess of 
the brain. 

Though clinical observation teaches us that syphilitic peri- 
ostitis of the orbit almost always ends in resolution, without 
permanent injury to the bony walls, if properly treated in 
the beginning, yet sometimes it leads to caries and necrosis 
of the bone. Where a sinus exists, the introduction of a 
probe proves the roughness of the bone, and this with the con- 
tinued patency of the sinus proves that the disease has passed 
from periosteum to bone. Pieces of loose bone, no matter how 
small, are but rarely found, for though the bones are very thin, 
they are hard, and we are more likely to meet with a hole com- 
municating with a neighboring cavity tlian with splintera of 
loose bone. Yet even this complication is uncommon, for the 
caries is almost always superficial, and the case ends in recov- 
ery after the carious bone has lost its roughness and the sinus 
closes. Caries and necrosis of the bones of the orbit occur 
most frequently at the margin of the orbit, or at the upper and 
inner corner of the roof. While most of these cases start with 
a periostitis or osteo-periostitis, the lesion may begin in some 
cases as a real ostitis, and involve the periosteum secondarily. 
These are probably the worst cases, for the lesion is usually 
situated deep in the orbit, has spread to the bones of the orbit 
from some other bone of the skull, and involves the orbital 
tissue, ending in prolonged suppuration. This has been known 
to spread from a syphilitic ozoena in the nose, extending to the 
ethmoid cells, thence to the orbital plate of the ethmoid, and 
finally to the orbital tissue. Here the process is a very chronic 
one, even under the most rational and persistent treatment, and 

results in extensive exfoliation of bone and considerable de- 

• 

formity. In these severe cases several sinuses may form in tiie 
lids or surrounding structures in different directions, through 
which pus and small fragments of exfoliated bone may be dis- 
charged for an indefinite period, and ending either in deeply 
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retracted cicatrices or in eversion of the eyelids. In some in- 
stances, where this extensive disease of the bones in the vicinitv 
of the orbit has gone on to its natural termination, independent 
of any treatment, the adhesions between the bone, periosteum, 
and external soft parts, as for instance the eyelids, have been 
found so dense and firm that any operative attempt to separate 
them has been proved impossible. This syphilitic caries of the 
orbital margin, though usually a late manifestation of consti- 
tutional syphilis, has been known to occur among the preco- 
cious lesions. Thus Del Toro reports a case of primary caries 
of the superior orbital margin occurring in a patient five months 
after the contraction of the initial lesion and without any in- 
tervening constitutional symptom. The course of this carious 
disease of the bones here is always a chronic one, even when it 
is a precocious lesion, and though amenable to treatment, 
a rapid cure cannot be expected. A brief report of two or 
three cases of orbital osteo-periostitis and cellulitis ending in 
caries, may serve to illustrate the course of the disease and the 
destructive changes occasionally resulting therefrom. 

The first case was that of a man aged forty-six, whom I firet 
saw in June, 1875. He had contracted the inibial lesion twelve 
years before, and had had numerous obstinate and destructive 
constitutional lesions. Wiien I saw him, there was an exten- 
sive papular eruption on the face, neck, arms, and back. For 
about five weeks he had had a constant violent pain in the • 

right orbit and temple, for which nothing seemed to do any j 

good. There was marked exophthalmus downward and out- ! 

ward, the eye being on a plane with the bridge of the nose but li 

much lower, and markedly limited in motion in all directions, i 

especially upward and downward. There was great swelling | 

of the lids and marked chemosis of the ocular conjunctiva. 
The pain was very severe and the slightest pressure on the 
orbital margin produced intense suft'ering. There was well- 
marked neuro-retinitis, the right eye presenting a typical pic- 
ture of choked disk with hemorrhages, and vision was red^uced 
to perception of light. Five years before he had had an attack 
of caries and necrosis of the upper portion of the frontal bone 
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and the adjacent part of the right parietal, which had lasted 
seven months, had extended to the external angle of the orbital 
margin and had left only the inner table of bone untouched. 
Prompt anti-syphilitic treatment was at once instituted, consist- 
ing in half -grain doses of calomel every hour until its constitu- 
tional effects began to appear, and then large doses of iron and 
quinine were administered. On the second day the mercury was 
discontinued, and then potass, iodide, grs. xxx., was adminis- 
tered three times a day. Leeches had previously been applied 
to the temple and a saline purge given. After five days signs of 
fluctuation appeared just inside the upper orbital margin, and 
a free incision gave exit to a small amount of very offensive 
pus. With the probe carious bone was discovered in the roof 
and inner wall of the orbit as far as could be reached. The 
wound was kept open and hot applications made. From time 
to time small particles of bone came away, and once a piece 
of sequestrum was removed by the forceps, which measured 
about 5 mm. long, and somewhat less in width, and proved to 
be part of the ethmoid bone. After a period of nearly three 
months the man was discharged cured of the attack of caries, 
but with total blindness and pronounced inflammatory atrophy 
of the optic nerve due to compression within the orbit. Two 
months later he had another attack of orbital osteo-periostitis 
and caries, ending in meningitis and death. 

A second case was in a woman, aged thirty-two, in whom 
the date of the initial lesion was unknown. There had been 
a large ulcer on the right patella ten yeare before, which 
remained open six years. Subsequently she had ulcers on 
the fauces and pharynx, and at the same time dacryocystitis 
on the right side, with stricture of the nasal duct. This 
opened externally along the side of the nose and a fistula 
has remained ever since. Caries of the orbital margin next 
appeared, which involved the malar bone, the ascending process 
of the right superior maxilla and the floor, roof, and inner 
wall of the orbit so extensively that a pmbe could be passed 
into the maxillaiy sinus, ethmoid cells, superior nasal meatus 
and frontal sinus on the right side. There was also exten- 
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sive disease of the nose and an irido-cyclitie gummosa. While 
tinder treatment she developed symptoms resembling men- 
ingitis most strongly, but they lasted only a few days and 
then she began to improve. This patient eventually recov- 
ered, but only after about eighteen months' treatment. 

The rapidity with which caries follows periostitis of the 
orbit, regarded as a late manifestation of syphilis, is Mell- 
shown in the following case : A gentleman, aged thirty-six, who 
had led a dissipated life from early youth, was lirst seen by 
me in November, 1874. He had contracted a chancre twelve 
years before, which was followed by lesions of the glands 
and skin of rather a mild character. Six months later he had 
double iritis, which lasted seven weeks, and left the vision in 
the left eye very defective. Ten days before he presented 
himself to me he was attacked by a severe pain along the 
margin of the right orbit, which rapidly extended to the 
malar prominence and zj-goma, and thence to the articulation 
of the inferior maxilla and roof of the mouth. When I saw 
him these signs of orbital periostitis were extremely well 
marked. The exophthalmus and convergent squint were 
pronounced, all the tissues were very much swollen and very 
sensitive, there was great difficulty in opening the mouth, 
the lids were swollen and the eye pushed upward and inward. 
The periostitis evidently involved the floor and outer wall of 
the orbit, the malar bone and zygoma, and had spread to the 
superior maxilla and perhaps to the lower, and within a 
period of ten days. In spite of urgent and rapidly pushed 
anti-syphilitic treatment, the disease progressed, subperiosteal 
abscesses formed in the floor of the orbit and over the malar 
prominence, and opened, one through the conjunctival cul-de- 
sac, the other through the skin of the cheek, and the bone in 
both places was found roughened and diseased. In the course 
of a few days the caries in the floor of the orbit opened into 
the maxillary sinus, and that in the malar bone extended 
superficially in every direction. The carious process was 
finally stayed by large doses of potassium • iodide, but not 
until the entire floor of the orbit and part of the outer wall 
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necrosed and either came away or was removed. It is not 
often found necessaiy to resort to operative interference in 
cases of caries and necroses due to syphilis ; but in this case 
the caries was so extensive as to endanger the preservation of 
the eye, if not of life itself, and it seemed wise to enlarge 
the opening of the sinuses leading down to the seat of disease 
and remove what pieces of bone could be found loosened. In 
this way the entire orbital plate of the superior maxilla was 
removed in three pieces, and several small pieces were also 
removed from the orbital edge of the malar bone, and one 
from the external angle of the frontal bone. This patient 
subsequently made a good recovery. 

Just how far it is justifiable to operate for the removal of 
carious bone in the orbit is a somewhat difficult matter to de- 
termine. Cases have occurred in which the carious process 
has involved the ethmoid bone and roof of the orbit and has 
opened into the ethmoid cells and into the cavity of the ante- 
rior fossa of the skull. In the latter case the condition of the 
patient is desperate, for the purulent process in the bone may 
extend directly to the meninges and kill the patient, or some 
loosened fragments of bone may set up meningitis by irrita- 
tion of the meninges, or the carious process in the bone may de- 
velop a subdural or a cerebral abscess, even without perforation 
of the roof of the orbit, through the media of the fine foramina 
for the passage of the nutrient blood-vessels. It would seem 
safer and better surgery to remove all pieces of loosened bone, 
even from the roof of the orbit, through a free opening, thus 
doing away with one source of cerebral irritation and bring- 
ing about free drainage. If it is the ethmoid that is involved, 
and internal medication does not put a stop to the carious pro- 
cess, we should not hesitate to remove as much of the diseased 
bone as can be reached, even if we open into the ethmoid cells. 
Suppuration would almost inevitably be established here, even 
if the dead bone were not removed, and by removing the cari- 
ous fragments, we do away with one source of continuous irri- 
tation, and also render easier the introduction of a drainage- 
tube or threads through the nose, which is a very necessary 
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procedure. The same thing holds true of the lachrymal bone, 
which, however, is not bo frequently the seat of carious disease 
as the ethmoid, unless from chronic dacryo-cystitis and disease 
of the nasal duct. Extension of the carious disease from the 
nasal fosssa to the lachrymal and ethmoid bones is not an un- 
common occurrence, but it seems better to consider the latter 
complications as more properly belonging to the category of 
diseases of the lachrymal apparatus, and this is particularly 
the case with the lachrymal bone. 

Perhaps the most interesting cases of syphilitic orbital dis- 
ease to the clinical observer are those patients who present 
the results of chronic hyperplastic bone disease, such as peri- 
ostosis, hyperostosis, and exostosis, both on account of their 
rarity and of the possible resulting deformity. There seems 
to be still some doubt as to the pathogenesis of periostosis, 
^ pathologists being divided in opinion as to whether it is the 
natural result of a plastic periostitis, or whether it is a distinct 
pathological process in itself. It is certainly a rare process in 
the orbit, where periostitis syphilitica usually either yields to 
treatment and leaves no trace of its presence, or else ends in 
suppuration and caries. Periostosis here is probably a chronic 
periostitis which has ended in induration or sclerosis, forming 
a tumor more or less circumscribed along the orbital margin, 
and very rarely occurring in the deeper parts of the orbital 
cavity. Ricord believes in the existence of three kinds of 
periostosis, inflammatory, gummy, and plastic, of which the 
last is probably a stage of the first. He cites but one case of 
the gummy variety, occurring deep in the orbit on the nasal 
side, and which was probably nothing more than a periostitis 
with the formation of a sub-periosteal gumma. It is probable 
that the process is simply a thickening of the periosteum and 
that the term node would apply equally well to circumscribed 
periostoses of the orbit, as in other parts of the body. They 
never occur as precocious lesions of syphilis, but are late mani- 
festations, the result of long-continued plastic inflammation, 
originating probably in the periosteum and confined to it, and 
only in isolated cases ending in ossification. They are gener- 



J>few Fork Academy of Medicine. 27 

ally sensitive to pressure and painful at certain periods of the 
day. If they happen to occur in the vicinity of the supra- 
orbital or infra-orbital foramina, there is more or less trifacial 
neuralgia all the time, which increases in severity as the peri- 
ostosis spreads. Though rare under any circumstances, and al- 
most always observed along the orbital margin, it is probable 
that they occur deep in the orbit, at or near the apex and 
around the optic foramen, oftener than we have supposed. It 
is probable that many of the cases of paralysis, partial or com- 
plete, of one or more of the extrinsic muscles of the eye, com- 
ing on somewhat gradually, are due to a periosteal node press- 
ing on the muscle or its nerve-branch in its course or near its 
origin, producing at first paresis and then paralysis by direct 
pressure as it grows. 

Such a node, growing from the periosteum at the extreme 
bottom of the orbit, might, if of any size, easily involve the 
origins of all the straight muscles of the eye, and this without 
any very great projection into the cavity of the orbit. Of 
course, in such an instance, the optic nerve would probably 
also be involved, and there would be atrophy of the nerve 
fibres, perhaps preceded by neuritis descendens. These cases, 
the writer believes, are not so very uncommon, and they offer a 
plausible explanation of the reason why so many cases of pa- 
ralysis of the ocular muscles in syphilitic patients are not cured 
by well-directed anti-syphilitic treatment. The periosteal thick- 
ening goes on gradually involving the origin of the muscle or 
its motor-nerve branch, until the latter becomes atrophied from 
compression, and then, although in favorable cases the peri- 
ostosis may be absorbed by treatment, the mischief has been 
done, and the paralysis is permanent. Another symptom which 
may be produced by periostosis deep in the orbit is exophthal- 
mus. The form of periostitis involved in periostosis does 
not tend to spread, and hence is but little likely to involve the 
orbital tissue. Any projection of the eyeball is here due to 
the periostosis itself. Furthermore, there are no signs of acute 
inflammation, no constant pain in the orbit, and no sensitiveness 
to pressure along the orbital margin. On pressing the eye 
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backward pain is experienced, but the process may go on from 
the beginning without any pain, and the patient's attention 
may fii*st be attracted by the exophthalinus, more or less limita- 
tion of motility of the eye, then diplopia or double vision, and 
finally impairment of vision. 

Hyperostosis is the rarest of all aflPections of the bones of the 
orbits. It diflfera from periostosis in being a disease of the bones 
themselves primarily, and not of the periosteum, except sec- 
ondarily. It was formerly supposed that it was the con- 
sequence of an arrest of inflammation in the bone before necro- 
sis set in, but it is now known that the thickening of bones 
may go on for an indefinite period after the cessation of all 
symptoms of inflammation, and it is possible that hyperostosis 
may occur without any inflammatory symptoms. The process 
may affect the entire thickness of the bone, and in the orbit 
this would probably be the case. The excessive development 
of one or more of the bones of the orbit would produce very 
singular changes in the shape of this cavity, the most marked 
symptom being exophthalmus. There are verj^ few cases of 
this sort in literature, and the writer has seen but two in the 
course of thirteen years ; one of which was probably not due 
to syphilis. (See New York Medical Journal^ November,. 1879.) 
The other case was in a man, aged forty-nine, wlio had been 
syphilitic for seventeen years. The hyperostosis involved the 
adjoining portions of the frontal and malar bones on the right 
side. It had been of slow growth, painless, extended slightly 
backward from the margin of the orbit along the outer wall 
and floor of the orbit, and had pushed the eye toward the 
median line, and slightly forward. The latter was somewhat 
impeded in its motions, but not markedly so. The patient 
stated that the growth of the bone had extended over a period 
of about five years. His constitutional symptoms had been 
severe, and he had had repeated attacks of iritis in both eyes, 
with the development of a gumma of the ciliary body in the 
right eye, resulting in very defective vision. The treatment in- 
stituted seemed to have no effect in diminishing tlie hyperostosis, 
though there was apparently no increased thickening while the 
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patient was under observation, a period of eight months. This 
hj'perostosis is a hyperplasia of bone, and is distinct from exos-. 
tosis: it is of ivory hardness, and never yields to any constitu- 
tional treatment. It is more often due to some other cause 
than syphilis. Any operation for its removal is only justifiable 
when its mechanical presence, as a hindrance to the functions 
of the ej'e, demands it, and its removal is then best eflFected by 
a mechanical drill, such as the dentists use. 

There remains the subject of orbital exostoses, due to syph- 
ilis, to be considered. Under this head is meant those out- 
growths from the periosteum or bones of the orbital walls 
toward the orbital cavity. These exostoses differ from the 
swelling and projection of periostosis in size and shape, and 
somewhat also in location. Though occurring in all parts of 
the orbit, they are more frequently met with on the inner wall 
and near the margin of the orbit, than in the direction toward 
the apex of the cavity. They are usually smaller than a peri- 
ostosis, with a narrower base, but project more into the cavity 
of the orbit. They do not differ in their growth and appear- 
ance from the exostoses due to other causes, are always covered 
by periosteum, and frequently do not involve the subjacent 
bone at all. They are more frequent than the periostoses and 
much more so than hyperostoses, in the orbit as elsewhere in 
the body. The pathology of these outgrowths is not always 
clear. They may develop in consequence of long-continued 
chronic periostitis, just as periostosis may be caused, and the 
two lesions may exist simultaneously in the same case, though 
the periostosis is almost always the earlier in appearance of the 
two. They may, however, occur alone, as direct outgrowths 
from beneath the periosteum, without any tendency to perios- 
tosis, and sometimes without any signs of periostitis, unless it 
be a circumscribed inflammation. If they are situated deeply in 
the orbit, the most marked symptom is exophthalmus. The 
OS planum of the ethmoid bone is a favorite seat of exostoses, 
and there may be several, all small, growing from this bone 
into the orbit. Where they occur anteriorly and admit of 
digital examination, they are recognized as hard, smooth ele- 
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vations with circumscribed base, not nsnally painful on pres- 
sure, but generally causing pain from pressure upon the eye- 
ball or upon the nerves within the orbit. Though usually slow 
in growth and a late manifestation of constitutional syphilis, 
they may advance rapidly in size and be accompanied by some 
of the signs of acute, localized inflammation. Several of these 
small exostoses have been known to appear on the inner wall 
or floor of the orbit, and after pursuing a short, isolated exist- 
ence, have coalesced to form one large projection, which inter- 
fered seriously with the movements of the eyeball. The more 
deeply in the orbit these exostoses are situated, the more apt 
are they to escape attention, unless of so large a size as to cause 
protrusion of the eye from the orbit. When near the apex of 
the orbit their pressure upon the ciliary nerves, or the ophthal- 
mic branch of the trifacial, causes deep-seated pain, which may 
be located in the cavity of thcskull and excite suspicions of 
the presence of an intracranial tumor, or periostitis, or per- 
haps meningitis. If the pressure is so extensive or continuous 
as to interfere with the return circulation from the eyeball, 
the ophthalmoscope might reveal the presence of neuro-retini- 
tis with choked disk, or an atrophic condition of the optic 
papilla, both of which conditions might go far toward strength- 
ening the suspicion of serious intracranial trouble. The his- 
tory of the patient's syphilitic lesions and the favorable re- 
sults of a rigid anti-syphilitic treatment in the subsidence of 
the symptoms, would perhaps aid us in locating the disease with- 
in the orbit, though all the symptoms might have been caused 
by an exostosis at the base of the skull, except the exophthal- 
mus. Of course the treatment of these cases should always 
be constitutional, at least at first. Though less favorable re- 
sults are gained from medical treatment of exostoses than of 
periostitis, yet sometimes they disappear in the orbit very rap- 
idly under the combined use of mercury and potassium iodide. 
For this reason a very careful examination should be made into 
the previous condition of the patient as to other syphilitic man- 
ifestations. Very often exostoses in the orbit will on careful 
examination be found to be accompanied by bone lesions else: 
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where in the bodj', or to have been preceded by a chronic peri- 
ostitis with no very pronounced symptoms ; the following case 

well illustrates this. A patient, Charles R , aged forty -six, 

a blacksmith, presented himself with slight exophthalmus down- 
ward and outward, as well as forward, on the right side. There 
had been no pain of any kind for seven or eight months, bnt at 
that time he had complained of some deep-seated pain in the 
orbit, which, however, lasted only a few days, then disappeared 
and did not return. The exophthalmus was first noticed about 
two months before, but he paid very little attention to it until 
he began to see double. The diplopia was crossed, as might 
have been expected from the position of the eye. Vision was 
normal and there was no ophthalmoscopic evidence of dis- 
ease. A careful examination with the finger and a stout 
probe revealed an exostosis of considerable size projecting 
from the orbital plate of the ethmoid bone, and another 
smaller one projecting downward and backward from the 
frontal bone, at the upper and inner angle of the orbit.' 
This patient also had a number of dense, painful nodes along 
the crests of the tibiee, and two somewhat sharp exostoses 
on the upper and outer surface of the right clavicle. The 
initial lesion had occurred eighteen yeai*s before, and he had 
had numerous constitutional lesions; the nodes on the tibiae he 
had noticed for nearly twoyears. These orbital exostoses dimin- 
ished very much in size under large doses of potassium iodide 
and the exophthalmus almost entirely disappeared, but the pa- 
tient withdrew himself from observation before the treatment 
was concluded. 

It sometimes becomes advisable and even necessary to resort to 
operative interference for the removal of these orbital exostoses, 
when internal treatment has failed in causing their disappear- 
ance by absorption. Generally a pair of strong bone-forceps will 
suflSce to remove them, as they usually have but a narrow base ; 
but sometimes it becomes necessary to employ the chisel and 
gouge. The following case is an example : A man aged sixty 
years, with posterior synechise and a pupillary membrane in 
pne eye, from repeated attacks of iritis, presented himself for 



32 Transactions, New York Academy of Medicine. 

treatment with exophthalmns of the other side and great pain 
deep in the orbit and along the lower margin. The protrusion 
of the eve was forward, outward, and a trifle upward. An 
examination showed a large exostosis on the inner wall of the 
orbit, near the margin, and two small ones, close together, on 
the floor of the orbit. The initial lesion had been contracted 
twenty years before. A course of rigid treatment was at once 
instituted, the potassium iodide being increased in amount 
rapidly until the patient took two drachms three times daily, 
which he bore very well. Under this and ,a full tonic course 
of- treatment and diet, all acute symptoms subsided, and the 
exostoses on the floor of the orbit disappeared ; but no ap- 
parent efl^ect was produced on the large one attached to the 
inner wall, except that it appeared somewhat flatter and 
smoother. It was deemed best to remove it by an operation, 
and this was done through the skin of the upper lid, by de- 
taching the inner half of the upper lid from the orbital margin, 
enlarging the opening into the orbit with the finger, and ap- 
plying a strong pair of bone-pliers to the base of the exostosis. 
A slight rocking movement of the forceps brought away the 
growth and a part of the orbital plate of the ethmoid with it, 
and the ethmoid cells were laid open. A small rubber drain- 
age-tube was introduced and brought out through the skin at 
the side of the nose. Somewhat free suppuration followed, but 
the wound eventually closed and the exophthalmus receded 
entirely, though the eye was somewhat limited in its motions 
laterally, and there remained a partial ptosis. 
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Synonyms, — Symptomatdo parotitis or parotiditis ; metastatic parotitis ; 
suppurative parotitis ; embolic parotitis ; septio parotitis. 

Pyjsmio Parotitis. — That form of suppurative destruction of 
the parotid gland following diseases in other parts of the body, 
in contradistinction to the idiopathic contagions inflammation, 
or what is commonly known as mumps. 

This form of parotid abscess, I believe, always is due to a 
solution of continuity of a membrane, generally at some distant 
part of the body. The ulcerative form of inflammation pro- 
ceeds, until coagula are produced in the venous or lymphatic 
capillaries, ready at any time to become softened, broken into 
small fragments, or loosened en maase^ filled with the bacteria 
which are always present in these indolent ulcers. 

In regard to septicaemia and pysemia, although we may have 
the two diseases combined, yet I consider them distinct, due to 
as different causes as scarlatina and variola. In the puerperal 
state, I have seen deaths from septicaemia alone, pyaemia alone, 
and scarlet fever alone ; but in pyaemia I have only observed 
metastatic abscesses where some point of ulcerative suppura- 
tion previously existed in the body. 

We have all probably seen the analogous condition where a 
slight suppuration under the nail of the big toe was followed 
by inflammation of the lymphatics of the groin, or where a 
minute ulcerating crack in the skin of the finger was followed 
by inflammation and suppuration of the axillary glands. The 
most rapid cure is by first treating the original source of in- 
fection at the toe or finger. At these points we generally find 
3 
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that low grade of ulcerations, without much tendency to spread, 
and which, though small of themselves, continue to have their 
poison absorbed by the lymphatics, and frequently to be lodged 
in the glands of the groin or the axilla, when suppuration fol- 
lows. 

In pyaemic suppurative parotitis, such a source of infection 
can, I think, be found in ulcerations of a mucous or serous 
membrane, or of the cancellated tissue of bones. This would 
explain the occurrence of suppurative parotitis, during the 
course of typhus and typhoid fevers and dysentery, where 
ulceration of the mucous membrane of the bowels so often 
ensues, and following the ulcerations of peritonitis and cellu- 
litis, and in ulcerations of the equally delicate tissue lining the 
Haversian canals, as we see in suppurative osteo-myelitis. 

During the past week, I have observed this form of ulcera- 
tion after the high grade of inflammation seen in the diphtheria 
of the posterior fauces, where, after the violence of the inflam- 
mation had subsided, the mucous membrane of the parts re- 
maining red and congested, a small ulcer the size of a pea was 
left on the veil of the palate. 

The original source of infection in suppurative parotitis is 
situated generally at some portion of the body impossible to 
treat locally. This would be one explanation why these meta- 
static abscesses of the parotid, liver, etc., present, frequently, 
such alarming symptoms, and so often prove fatal. The poi- 
son is continually increasing and entering the circulation at 
some hidden part, until, as a rule, death from genej-al toxemia 
and exhaustion ensues. In those cases where recovery follows, 
active suppuration of the parenchymatons tissue of the gland iB 
generally noted, or the coalescing of the minute multiple ab- 
scesses, w^hereby a free drainage of the purulent matter after 
an operation expedites the cure. Whereas, when the abscesses 
do not coalesce, but continue to present an indolent grade of 
inflammation, evidences are shown that the general nutritive 
functions of the body are impaired, and an unfavorable result 
may be expected. 
. Clinical investigation teaches that where the suppuration of 
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the parotid gland occurs during the course of diseases, where 
ulcerations follow violent inflammations, it is of septic origin ; 
that materies morbi enter the circulation by the open mouth 
of the vein or lymphatic at the point of ulceration, and are 
arrested in the capillaries of the glandular tissue. 

Case I. — ^Metastatic abscess of the parotid gland, with dis- 
charge of pus through an opening into the cartilage at the 
floor of the external auditory canal. Complete destruction, by 
suppuration, of the entire parotid gland — with the consequent 
deformity, a deep hollow beneath and under the angle of the 
jaw — following an attack of general peritonitis, suppurative 
pelvic cellulitis, and simultaneous with a lateral pharyngeal 
abscess. (Patient presented at the Academy on the evening of 
the reading of this paper.) 

Mrs. C, aged forty-one, native of New York City, mother of 
one child, aged eleven years. Had very difficult labor ; chloro- 
form, and forceps. Nursed the child for one year, when she 
became regular, and continued so for three months, when 
a slight constant flow for one month ensued, then a sup- 
posed miscarriage, which proved to be hydatids, about two 
quarts being removed by the attending physician. Profuse 
hemorrhage followed, leaving the uterus in a weakened condi- 
tion, the patient never again conceiving. In 1878 she had an 
attack of idiopathic peritonitis, and again was taken ill July 
10, 1880, with acute general peritonitis and pelvic cellulitis, 
caused by a chill while in the cellar. The peritoneal inflam- 
mation was very intense, and, when it subsided, pus began to 
form in the pelvic cellular tissue. 

The propriety of making an opening into the vagina was 
now considered, but on account of the small quantity of pus, 
and the exceedingly grave symptoms, it was not considered 
justifiable to run the risk of the shock. All was done to sus- 
tain the patient — best of nourishment, nursing, and hygienic sur- 
roundings. She had a high fever, the temperature, on several 
occasions running above 106° F., notwithstanding the liberal 
use of water and antipyretic remedies. She remained without 
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much improvement until July 81, 1880. when fluctuation 
could be detected (deeply-seated) in the parotid gland. I made 
an incision with a tenotomy-knife through the skin, dense fascia, 
into the centre of the glandular tissue, before pus was reached, 
when only about a quarter of an ounce escaped, as the blunt- 
pointed director was pushed into the gland. The opening 
into the parotid gland was kept open with oakum, and dis- 
charged very sluggishly. 

August 2d, pus was found to be flowing from the ear. After 
cleansing, and, when pressure was exerted on the parotid gland, 
pus could be seen exuding, anterior to the membrana tympani, 
through an opening into the floor of the cartilage. Only a 
small quantity of pus came from the ear, probably half an 
ounce daily. There were profound symptoms of disturbance 
at the base of the brain, low, muttering delirium, and slight 
opisthotonos, probably from serous effusion. The pupils were 
largely and equally dilated, and not sensitive to light. After 
the return to consciousness there was total blindness, continu- 
ing for more than twenty-four hours ; a lighted candle, when 
placed within six inches of her face, could not be seen. An 
abatement of the cerebral symptoms in a few days followed 
the reappearance of those referrable to the pelvis, and a spon- 
taneous opening and discharge of pus per vaginum gave great 
relief. The purulent matter for weeks flowed from the va- 
gina, which was cleansed daily with a solution of the chloride of 
zinc. A lateral pharyngeal abscess appeared, and nearly caused 
death by suffocation. I was sent for, and, arriving just in 
time, immediately opened it with a gum-lancet, the long han- 
dle held over the point of the forefinger as a guide. The dis- 
charge of pus from the abscess in the pharynx was very thick, 
but did not continue long after the firat evacuation, and never 
required a second operation for exit. The director could be 
pushed through the parotid j)pening, and its point felt with 
the finger in the throat, showing through and through drain- 
age. The suppurating parotid gland continued to discharge 
through the incised wound for nearly three months, and con- 
tinued from the ear for over a year. 
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The Bcalp at convalescence was covered with scaly dan- 
druif, and nearly all the hair fell off the head. It was shaved 
three times, and poultices of flaxseed were applied for a month. 
During this time I removed- eight sebaceous tumors from the 
scalp, from the size of a bean to that of a small walnut. By 
stimulating lotions, a magnificent growth of hair has been pro- 
duced. Syr. ferri iodidi, tn,. xv., ter in die, was given for 
months. She can now see imperfectly, but hears nearly as 
distinctly as ever. 

Case II. — Metastatic abscess of the parotid glands, with 
discharge from both ears ; after perforating the floor of the 
cartilage, at its junction with the osseous portion of the tem- 
poral bone, the pus burrowing posteriorly over the superior 
surface of the osseous portion of the temporal bone, beyond 
the membrana tympani of each ear, followed by perforations, 
and exit of the pus through the external auditory canal. Com- 
plete deafness for three weeks, unconsciousness, formation of 
polypi protruding through ruptured membranes, profuse sup- 
puration, lasting for seven months, followed by an excellent 
recovery, suppuration entirely ceasing, and hearing of both 
ears becoming good. 

The treatment at first consisted in thorough cleansing, every 
two hours ; the delicate application of pure nitric acid to the 
polypoid growths, gentle rubbing of the gland upward, syr. 
ferri iodidi, ten drops thrice daily, and the best hygienic sur- 
roundings at the sea-side. 

Case III. — Abscess of the parotid gland in a young lady, 
aged fourteen yeare, appearing within three or four weeks after 
a very severe attack of typhoid fever. Abscess also formed 
in the cheek over the duct of Steno. Complete occlusion 
of the duct at its exit in the mouth. Operation under the 
lobe of the ear, establishing good drainage from the parotid 
abscess, and the abscess communicating with Steno's duct over 
the cheek. Long continuation of the fistulous opening, and 
long lasting adhesions of the cheek, followed by extensive en- 
largement of the thyroid gland, and successful subsequent 
treatment by iodine of the goitre. 
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Patient presented at the Academy on the evening of the 
reading of thi^ paper. 

Miss E. R, aged fourteen, native of, and residing in New 
York City, only child o^ parents in good health, during the 
autumn of 1869 had a very severe attack of typhoid fever, 
with enteric hemorrhage and great abdominal tension. She 
liad a temporary abatement of the symptoms between the third 
and fourth weeks, after which alarming symptoms again ap- 
peared, viz., mental disturbance, suffused conjunctivae, dry 
tongue covered with sordes, rapid pulse, feeble heart's action, 
hypostatic pulmonary congestion, abdominal distention and diar- 
rhoea. At the beginning of the fifth week from the commence- 
ment of her illness the right parotid gland became tumefied, 
and at the same time the cerebral disturbances increased in 
severity. In a few days the cheek grew quite hard, and soon 
a circumscribed swelling could be detected at the apex of the 
socia parotidis, and directly over Steno's duct. The tumefac- 
tion of the integument, on becoming more defined, revealed 
fluctuation at this point, where nature was endeavoring to 
make a spontaneous opening. Pressure on this part showed 
complete occlusion of Steno's duct, and would not forc^ any of 
the liquid through the ductus Stenonianus at its exit on the 
inner surface of the cheek, opposite the second molar tooth of 
the upper jaw. As the coverings of the fluctuating portion of 
the cheek at this point were rapidly giving way, the ques- 
tion arose how to prevent permanent deformity in this young 
lady, arising either from a salivary fistula or a lasting mass of 
cicatricial tissue, on a conspicuous part of the face. The in- 
side of the cheek did not appear to offer any advantages for a 
good exit, as a probe could not be passed through the opening 
of the duct. I therefore decided to operate in the fossa, just 
beneath the lobule of the ear, between the temporal and pos- 
terior auricular arteries, and above the facial nerve, as it makes 
its exit beyond the border of the stern o-mastoid muscle. An 
incision was made, a quarter of an inch in length, through the 
skin and fascia, into the parotid gland, with a tenotcfcny knife, 
when thick, creamy pus followed. The opening was slightly en- 
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larged by tearing the deep-seated parts with the point of a firm 
director, and not by incision, in order to guard against wound- 
ing any of the numerons arteries and nerves in this region. It 
was now easily seen that pressure of the fluctuating point at 
Steno's duct on the cheek, caused the pus to flow in increased 
quantities from the wound behind the ear, and that the tume- 
faction of the cheek diminished. After the parotid abscess had 
been as much emptied as was thought desirable, by pressure 
in the direction toward the opening, a small sponge-tent was in- 
serted into the incision to prevent closure, and warm-water dress- 
ing applied. The swelling in the cheek threatened to burst for 
nearly a week after the operation. At the end of four weeks 
the opening behind the ear was discharging thick, viscid fluid, 
making me fear a permanent salivary fistula at that point. 
The attack of typhoid fever was so severe that the patient 
kept her bed for two mouths, and was not able to leave her 
room for over thirteen weeks. About the end of that time 
the fistula closed, after the daily use of the compound tinc- 
ture of iodine brushed into the opening. A small white, 
healthy looking cicatrix remains, which is shown to you on the 
patient this evening. The result of the suppuration at the 
cheek for nearly ten years was a dark blue spot, which ap- 
peared whenever the skin became chilled, greatly to the annoy- 
ance of the patient, and to this time is occasionally seen on a 
cold day, although twelve years have elapsed, thus still showing 
the results of adhesive inflammation and destruction of the 
cellular tissue surrounding that portion of Steno's duct. 

One year after having typhoid fever, and the subsequent pyse- 
mic parotitis, simultaneous enlargement of each of the lobes of 
the thyroid gland and its isthmus began, and increased to such an 
extent as to impair respiration by pressure on the trachea and 
caused a dry, irritating cough. The patient again came under 
my care, and wished a physical examination, fearing pulmonary 
trouble ; but percussion and auscultation, revealed healthy 
heart and lungs, and the pressure from the goitre proved to be 
the cause of the cough, suffocative and oppressive feelings, and 
the increase of the quantity of blood to the brain from pres- 
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sure on the jugnlaro. In all other respects the yonng lady was 
enjoying good health. 

August, 1871. — My notes state that the goitre has grown 
rapidly, and extends from a line beneath one ear to a corre- 
sponding line beneath the opposite ear, and that the circumfer- 
ence of the otherwise thin neck at this point was fourteen 
inches. 

The treatment of the goitre by iodine was commenced. 
I gave internally tinct. iodin. co., tux., largely diluted with 
water, three times a day, after meals, and also directed iodine 
to be rubbed on externally, as much as could be borne without 
producing painful irritation. This treatment she continued 
faithfully for five months, until she and her friends supposed 
that the goitre had disappeared ; but, on an examination, I 
found still remaining an enlargement of the gland, and noticed 
that it became more prominent at each menstrual period. 

After continuing for ten months the treatment by iodine in- 
ternally, the stomach could not tolerate the medicine, and the 
following was directed : 

3 . Iodin 3 iv. 

Glycerin | ij. 

Misce. Sig. — Paint over the entire surface of the goitre at 
bedtime, then cover with a piece of oiled silk, and allow this to 
remain on all night ; wash oflF in the morning. 

October 4, 1872. — I examined her at my office, found her 
in excellent health, and, although there was a marked increase 
in the fat underlying the skin of the neck, and the size of the 
muscles, yet its circumference was only thirteen and one- 
fourth inches, or three-fourths of an inch less than it was when 
she had the thin neck, but enlarged goitre. 

The iodine treatment was continued in all about three years. 
The young lady subsequently finished her course at school, re- 
mained healthy, is now married, has a fine large .boy, and con- 
tinues in the enjoyment of good health. On examination this 
evening, if you lift up the lobule of the ear, the little cicatrix 



Neuo York Academy of Medicine. 41 

■ may be seen, and on pressing the cheek sideways, the remnants 
of adhesion may be noticed, also an enlargement of the thyroid 
gland, but only to such a degree as to add to the beauty and 
rotundity of the neck. 

She is never ill, and her life is a pleasure to herself and a 
comfort to her relatives and friends. Her hearing and sight 
are normal. 

Case IV. — Parotid abscess following suppurative nephritis 
in a man, aged forty-one years, native of Germany. This 
man, a grocer, had acute catarrhal nephritis, followed by an 
abscess of probably one of his kidneys, a large quantity of pus 
passing in his urine for several weeks, and at the same time he 
had violent ursemic convulsions ; acute mania and facial pa- 
ralysis followed. 

In this instance a metastatic abscess of the left parotid de- 
stroyed about one-third of the gland. I made a small incision 
into it, evacuating at first only about half an ounce of pus. The 
suppuration was of a very indolent character, and a recurrent 
fungoid growth caused a constant oozing of blood mixed with 
the salivary secretion, and a permanent fistula was feared. As 
much as possible of the remaining broken-down glandular tis- 
sue was scraped out, and to stimulate the parts, nitric acid was 
gently applied, after which the wound slowly but completely 
healed. 

The facial paralysis still remains, but after two summers' 
residence in the country he convalesced sufficiently to again 
resume his business to a cautious degree. 

Ten years ago the following observations were made by me 
in this city : 

Suppuration of the right side of the neck, in the region of 
the parotid, the result of general pysBmic poisoning of an in- 
fant by diseased cow's milk. Abscess extending to clavicle. 
Death from exhaustion. 

An infant, aged ten months, almost in articulo mortis, was 
brought to my office hurriedly before its death, for the pur- 
pose of getting the certificate, and thereby avoiding a coroner's 
inquest. 
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This case was an exceedingly sad one, and showed how im- 
portant it is to inspect all cows kept to supply milk. Such an 
examination would prove to be a benefit not only to the poor, 
but also to the rich, as the following history illustrates. 

The father and mother of this child were young and healthy, 
but after the child was six months old it was found impossible 
for the mother to nurse it. She therefore went to a woman 
who, for her support, had two cows, the milk from which she 
sold at double the usual price of the milk of city milkmen,'as- 
serting that she supplied infants where physicians had recom- 
mended them to be fed on one cow's milk. 

The mother told me that her infant was perfectly healthy 
so long as she was able to nurse it, and never gave her any 
trouble ; was happy, and had a clear, rosy complexion ; but 
that after losing her milk she did her utmost to give it atten- 
tion, and had supposed that she was doing the best she could 
while she obtained all its milk from the same cow. On exam- 
ination, I found the infant very much emaciated, and discovered 
that it had a number of small abscesses over different parts of 
the body, the scalp having four or five, and each contained about 
one drachm of pus. The abscess on the right side extended 
from the lobe of the ear to the clavicle, pointed just beneath 
the lobule of the ear, and bulged out over the upper border of 
the clavicle, beneath the insertion of the stemo-mastoid mus- 
cle. As usual in these cases, the mucous membrane lining the 
mouth was covered with aphthae, and the tongue vyas parched 
and intensely red, pulse feeble, and temperature below the 
normal. The abscess of the parotid contained fully eight 
ounces of pus, and as the exhaustion Was so extreme, and col- 
lapse already existed, I told the mother to take the infant home, 
apply artificial heat, keep it warm and as quiet as possible, 
give diluted stimulants, and if the child rallied I would operate 
in a few hours. The child, however, died before the end of 
twelve hours from pysemia and exhaustion, having never gained 
suflicient strength to justify the operation. 

In this instance the secondary abscess of the parotid with 
the pysemia were the direct cause of death. I have seen a 
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number of instances where the pysBmic condition of infants, 
dne to drinking milk from diseased cows, produced as many as 
twenty abscesses on the scalp, as well as a number on different 
parts of the body, yet recovery generally followed, as I always 
open these abscesses early, and as an internal remedy give five 
grains of finely powdered sulphur, ter in die, mixed with the 
food. 

Two weeks before seeing this last-mentioned case I visited 
the only son of a wealthy family, and found that the child 
continued to have eczema appear about its mouth and nose, 
and other general symptoms of blood-poisoning, and of gastro- 
intestinal irritation. I had given the child medicine, and 
had used local applications, but the relief would be but tem- 
porary, for as soon as the treatment was discontinued the symp- 
toms would reappear. I inquired again particularly in regard to 
the diet of this child, and found that it was fed on one cow's 
milk, as recommended to the mother by the child's nurse. I 
went to see the cow, as every physician ought to do under like 
circumstances, and found, in a sunken lot, a few boards nailed 
together and covered with old pieces of tin roofing, while inside 
one of the most loathsome sights presented itself. In a space 
of about twelve by fifteen feet were two cows in the filthiest 
condition imaginable, tramping in dung, urine, and mud, and 
tied side by side. The animals themselves were in a terri- 
bly filthy condition to take milk from, and they were milked 
three times a day. They were fed on swill collected by 
the woman's children, and the refuse from beer breweries, 
was eaten while in a heated, fermenting condition. The 
horns of these animals were rotten istt the ends, the hoofs 
were elongated to twice their normal length, with tumed-up 
toes, resulting from the long-continued maceration in the filth 
in which they were continually standing. Their skins were 
dry, covered with thick, crusty scales ; they had lost at least 
half their hair, and the long hair at the ends of the tails had 
fallen off, giving them a peculiar stumpy appearance. These 
animals looked as though they were in the last stages of con- 
sumption, and were those from which the ignorant woman had 
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taken milk to supply, at double prices, several of the infants in 
the neighborhood. 

These milk-venders went to the cattle market, purchased one 
or two cows, took them to miserable places, kept them until they 
got in the above-described condition, and when about to die 
from disease and exhaustion, sold them to the butcher, for 
meat to be sold to the poor. 

While speaking of this cause of inflammation of the parotid, 
and subsequent death from pyaemia, I gladly allude to the 
valuable report on the influence of milk in spreading zymotic 
disease in England, by Ernest Hart, Esq., where he submitted, 
in a tabular form, particulars of seventy-one recent epidemics 
due to infected milk. He enumerated three diseases as capable 
of being spread by milk, viz., typhoid fever, scarlet fever, and 
diphtheria, to which I can safely add, from a large number of 
observations in New York City, pyaemia and septicaemia, with 
innumerable forms Of cutaneous diseases, and abscesses of the 
glandular organs. 

I may add that the last mentioned child permanently recov- 
ered from all skin disease ; and after the change to a healthful 
diet, its eczema all disappeared, and no further medication was 
necessary. 

From personal observation of my own recorded cases, and 
the analysis of those related by others, I am led to believe that 
secondary suppuration of the parotid gland is best explained 
by the theory that the septic material has entered the circula- 
tion at points where the veins and lymphatics directly admit the 
decomposing poisoned substance, filled with the micrococcus 
septicus or the microsporon septicum of Klebs, which is con- 
veyed to, and becomes colonized in, the capillaries of the 
parenchymatous tissue of the gland, where it exerts its de- 
structive energy. 

This condition, I think, explains the occurrence of suppura- 
tion of the parotid in osteo-myelitis and in ulceration of the in- 
testinal mucous membrane or its glands. These metastatic ab- 
scesses I have never seen during even very profuse suppuration, 
where the protective pyogenic membrane remained unbroken, 
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or where the healthy reparative grannlatioriB continued. 1 have 
never seen a parotid abscess during the abundant suppuration 
of empyema, although I removed at one time half a gal- 
lon of most offensive putrid pus from the chest of a wounded 
oflScer. I have had a recovery after perforating gun-shot 
wounds through the small and large intestines, injuring the 
liver, causing an artificial anus behind and before, with con- 
tinued oozing of bile from the anterior abdominal opening. 
Wliere gangrene of the omentum necessitated the removal of a 
large quantity, it left a gaping wound as large as the pahn of 
the hand on the anterior abdominal walls, and at the back, 
where profuse putrid suppuration had taken place, yet no 
metastatic abscesses followed, as free drainage was continuously 
accomplished. 

I have also reported, in the surgical history of the war, 
several instances of non-ulcerative necrosis of the pelvic bones, 
and abscesses of the pelvic cavity, and more recently have ob- 
served instances of profuse suppuration of the pelvic cellular 
tissue, lasting in one instance for over ten years ; yet never in 
any of these mentioned cases did abscess of the parotid occur. 
If we do not find metastatic abscesses as a result in these cases, 
and see them follow diseases where ulcerations take place, 
have we not narrowed our field for search to the indolent ulcera- 
tion, where a specific poisoning takes place ? I distinctly re- 
member a young, rosy-cheeked lieutenant with a penetrating 
gunshot wound of the ankle-joint, who at first refused ampu- 
tation, and died of pyaemia. At the necropsy I found ulcera- 
tive osteo-myelitis of the tibia. The knee-joints, hip-joints, 
shoulder-joints, and wrist-joints contained thick creamy pus, 
and in the liver I found a large abscess. All other glands 
were free from pus. 

I may also mention a case to the point, where, after com- 
plete primary healing of the stump after amputation of the 
arm, ulceration of the cancellated structure of the bone fol- 
lowed and progressed, producing metastatic abscesses, and 
ended in death. * 

This case is recorded by Dr. J. A. Lidell, in the " United States 
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Sanitary Commission Memoirs — Surgical," vol. i., in his excellent 
article on the relations of pyaemia to osteo-myelitis. He notes 
the " close relationship which exists between ostdo-myelitis, or 
rather the suppurative form of that disease, and pysemia. When 
inflammation of the medullary tissue of bone proves fatal, it does 
so in a large majority of instances by the induction of puru- 
lent infection. Numerous examples of pyaemia following sup- 
purative osteo-myelitis of a traumatic origin are related." 
Pyaemia ds the form of systemic poisoning which osteo- 
myelitis generally produces. The following case affords an illus- 
tration of the correctness of this statement. The report of it 
was contributed by Dr. Charles A. Leale, late Assistant Surgeon 
U. S. Volunteers. 

Case XIII. — Amputation of arm for gunshot injury; acute 
pyaemia suddenly supervened after stump was healed ; death ; 
autopsy ; suppurative osteo-myelitis of stump-bone ; abscess of 
liver ; other viscera sound. — William Collins, Captain Com- 
pany G., Fifth New Hampshire Volunteers, aged thirty-five ; 
wounded at Farmville, April 7, 1865, by a conical ball, which 
passed through right arm an inch above the elbow-joint, frac- 
turing humerus. The limb was amputated in middle third, 
by flap method, at the Second Army Corps Depot Field Hos- 
pital, City Point, Va. Operator's name not known. 

When admitted to Armory Square Hospital, April 16, 1865^ 
the stnmp had entirely healed, and there was no sinus leading 
to the bone. 

The general condition of the patient was very good ; appe- 
tite good ; walked about the ward since he was admitted. 

April 23d. — Pyaemic symptoms noticed ; has had several 
chills during the day; continued nausea, with an occasional 
spell of vomiting ; at night was bathed in perspiration ; gave 
quiniae sulph. iron, stimulants, and beef-tea; during the day 
had him removed out of the ward and placed under the 
shade-trees in the garden. Careful examination did not 
reveal the abnormal condition of the end of the bone of the 
stump. 

April 28th. — Diarrhoea commenced, which resisted the usual 
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treatment, and injections (astringent). He has become very 
anaemic ; continued treatment A few lioura before death, a 
small opening was formed in end of stump, through which an 
oozing of black venons blood occurred. 

April 29th.— He died. 

The autopsy showed, after the end of the humerus had been 
sawn ofE and bix)ken open, that its medullary canal contained 
circumscribed collections of pus, which had obviously been 
produced by the septic osteo-myelitis of the stump-bone. 

The liver contained a large abscess filled with thick pus. 
The spleen, kidneys, and lungs were natural. No pus was 
found in the joints. There was a yellow color of the skin 
of the entire body. The necropsy was made by Dr. C. 
A. Leale, who sent a full report to the Surgeon-General's 
oflSce." 

The hospital gangrene^ so prevalent at some localities during 
our late war, did not appear to be a provoking cause to pro- 
duce suppuration of the parotid gland. In 1864 I was placed 
in charge of the ward where all the patients with hospital 
gangrene were sent, at the Elmira United States Army General 
Hospital, and yet neither then nor subsequently did I ever 
meet with a single instance of parotid abscess in a patient hav- 
ing gangrene. 

Liebermeister, in his excellent article on the complications 
and sequelae of typhoid fever, states that the occurrence of 
" suppurative parotitis used to be considered as a result of me- 
tastasis. According to Hoffman, it consists merely in an ex- 
aggeration of the changes that usually take place in this gland 
during typhoid fever, and bears the same relations to those 
changes that ulceration and perforation of the intestines do to 
infiltration of the intestinal follicles. Whereas the swelling of 
other glands, which is found in all cases of typhoid fever, even 
though it be accompanied with cell degeneration, commonly 
recedes without creating much disturbance, parotitis leads to 
more serious changes. Numerous points of suppuration and 
breaking down of tissue appear, involving both the glandular 
and the intermediate cellular structure ; these isolated collec- 
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tions soon become confluent, and, in the worst cases, large 
portions of the gland are thus transformed into cavities, con- 
taining pus and toni fragments of altered tissue. The fact 
that this suppurative process is usually confined to the parotid, 
that it rarely invades the other salivary glands, and hardly 
ever the pancreas (though all of these are equally subject to the 
ordinary parenchymatous changes characteristic of the fever), 
is attributed by Hoffman to the close and tough texture of the 
fascia enclosing the parotid, whereby swelling of the confined 
gland, producing extreme pressure, more readily leads to se- 
verer inflammation. This destructive inflammation may also 
extend to neighboring parts ; fistulous tracts may extend down 
the neck, or we may have thrombosis of the veins, periostitis, 
suppuration of the masseter or pterygoidei muscles, or, finally, 
diffuse, purulent infection and septicaemia. The pus formed 
in these abscesses may find its way to the surface, or may open 
into the external auditory canal. The trifacial nerve, or some 
one of its branches, is sometimes involved in the destructive 
process, or it may be severed by incisions made to evacuate 
pus, in either case leaving paralysis of the muscles to which it 
is distributed. 

" According to Hoffman, sixteen cases of suppurative paro- 
titis were found at Basle among about one thousand six hun- 
dred typhoid fever patients, seven of the sixteen proving fatal. 
Parotitis without suppuration occurred three times. In fifteen 
cases the attack was confined to one side, nine times to the 
right and six to the left ; in four it was double." 

Liebermeister, in continuing, states that since the introduc- 
tion of a systematic antipyretic treatment, the frequency of 
suppurative parotitis has greatly diminished. Whereas pre- 
viously one case occurred to every hundred typhoid fever pa- 
tients, since the year 1872 (inclusive) but two cases have oc- 
curred among one thousand one hundred such patients. Both 
these cases terminated fatally. This experience is well calcu- 
lated to support our view that the changes commonly occurring 
in the parotid glands during typhoid fever, and whose exces- 
sive development produces suppurative parotitis, belong to the 
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class of parenchymatons degenerations that are bronght about 
by an elevated temperature of the body.* 

Niemeyer states that " symptomatic parotitis begins, accord- 
ing to the careful observations of Virchow, with decided hy- 
peraemia, which causes the gland and interstitial substance to 
appear iniiltrated and swelled. Changes in the gland-ducts 
soon begin ; a tough filamentous, whitish or yellowish substance, 
which soon becomes purulent, collects in them. Even at the 
second or third day the microscope shows that it contains pus 
corpuscles. If the disease proceeds, the lobules of the gland 
soften and break- down ; this process begins within, so that at 
one time the lobules represent cavities tilled with pus. Fi- 
nally, the tunica propria is also desti'oyed, and the tissue be- 
gins to suppumte ; this suppuration may extend rapidly and 
become a diffuse phlegmonous inflammation. In this case a 
large parotid abscess forms ; more frequently the gland-tissue 
only is destroyed, and as the interstitial tissue remains intact, 
numerous small abscesses are formed. Occasionally, also, there 
are extensive destruction and gangrene of the gland-tissue and 
interstitial substance ; the inflammation and suppuration may 
spread from its original seat in various directions, and cause 
dangerous results. It most frequently attacks the neighboring 
connective tissue, and the masticatory muscles lying even with 
the bones themselves. Where the disease is very severe, it 
occasionally passes from the bones to the membranes of the 
brain, and the brain itself, or to the internal and middle ear. 
This propagation of inflammation and suppuration to the cere- 
bral membranes and the internal ear, may take place along the 
blood-vessels and nerve-sheaths as well as through the bones. 
Finally, in some cases parotitis induces phlebitis and thrombus 
of the neighboring veins, especially of the anterior and poste- 
rior facial and external jugular veins ; the disintegration of 
these thrombi may cause embolism and septicseraia." 



* Liebermeister on Typhoid Fever : Ziemssen^s Gyclopsedia of the Prac- 
tice of Medicine, vol i. , translated by Dr. W. Schaafiier for Dr. Albert H, 
Bxick*s American Edition. Wm. Wood & Co. 1874. 
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Dr. Charles West states that the occurrence of suppuration 
in the neighborhood of this gland is a rare termination of the 
inflammation of the cynanche parotidsea, but he believes it is 
oftener met with in infants and young children than in those 
who are approaching the period of puberty. On the other 
hand, metastasis of the disease from the parotid to the mamma, 
the testicle, or the brain, all of which instances are recorded 
by different writei-s, appeai-s to be rare in proportion to the 
tender age of the patient. (Fifth English Edition and Fourth 
American Edition.) 

Dr. J. Lewis Smith, in spca^iiijjt)£4diogathic parotitis, states 
that the inflammation is spe^'fiii, (lue't6 a^ateries morbi iu 
the blood, and hence its decline afters fixed period. (" Dis- 
eases of Children," Secoiid Edttioii, p. 26^^.)) 

Vogel considers as v^r^ un(«^^in the e^piglogical connection 
of metastatic parotitis poqui-ring in tlie course of typhus or 
scarlet fever, of vario^ *ud of measles.. Among other causes, 
especially for typhus fe^, a mechanical occlusion of the duc- 
tus Stenonianus, as a result of the dryness of the mouth, must 
at any rate hold good. 

Dr. R C. M. Page, in the Medical Record^ September 10, 
1881, gives the histories of six fatal cases of metastatic paroti- 
tis and regards it, especially when secondary to peritonitis, as 
certainly a very serious, if not a fatal, complication. 

Professor Austin Flint states that "a rare but somewhat 
characteristic complication is inflammation of one or both of 
the parotid glands- It leads," he says, " to notable enlarge- 
ment, and the appearance is like that of ordinary parotiditis 
or mumps. But, unlike the affection just named, in the great 
majority of cases suppuration takes place, and not infrequently 
more or less sloughing of the areolar tissue. This complica- 
tion adds to the danger and retards convalescence. It may 
occur at any period of the febrile career, or during convales- 
cence. It is not to be regarded as a critical event. The dis- 
charge of pus is sometimes into the meatvs auditorius. This 
complication occurs in typhus as well as in typhoid fever. It 
occurred in five out of thirty cases of typhus and typhoid fever 
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which he recorded in the winter of 1849-50. Prior to that 
year he ]iad never met with an example, and since that year," 
he Bays, '^ he has met with a very few examples only, in a mach 
larger field of observation/' 

Professor A. C. Post, in the discussion of pyemia before 
this Academy, gave the case of the late Dr. J. Kearny Kogers, 
where the condition which gave rise to the parotitis was dae 
to ulcerations of the intestinal canal, and was followed by 
secondary abscesses in the liver. (" Bui. New York Academy 
of Medicine," Vol. I., ii., January, 1865.) 

In pysemia, pus may be found in almost any part of the 
body. Professor Fordyce Barker, in his work on '* The Puer- 
peral Diseases" (p. 421), gives an account of an autopsy made 
by his colleague. Professor James R. Wood, on a patient of 
Dr. Livingston, who died of pyaemia after miscarriage, when 
they estimated the amount of pus in the pericardium to be 
not less than twelve ounces. 

Chronic pycBmic poisoning is a very common cause of many 
of the obscure diseases met with in general practice, and fre- 
quently never diagnosticated by the physician, who treats his 
patient as suffering from latent intermittent fever, gastric fever, 
typho-malarial fever, and even typhoid fever. These cases are 
frequently permitted to run an indefinite course, until meta- 
static abscesses in vital organs occur. 

Surgeon J. J. Woodward, U. S. A., in his remarks on the 
" Morbid Anatomy of Acute Diarrhoea" (" Medical and Surgical 
History of the War of Rebellion," Medical volume, Part II., p. 
314), mentions one case only of suppuration of parotid glands, 
observed by Assistant-Surgeon Harrison Allen, U. S. A. In 
this instance both sides were affected. This case had been re- 
garded as one of typhoid fever, but after death only the charac- 
teristic evidences of catarrhal inflammation of the mucous 
membrane of the ileum and large intestine were observed, and 
" Peyer's patches were normal." 

Doctor Woodward also states in his article on " Acute Dy- 
sentery " {op, cit.y p. 414), that " Finger and Trousseau have 
observed inflammation of the parotids in the advanced stages 
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of severe cases of acute dysentery, a fact which shonld not be 
overlooked in attempting to diagnosticate between dysentery 
and fever, when the case is first seen in its latter stages, with- 
out satisfactory previous history, as so often happens in hos- 
pital practice during times of war. Cases of this complication 
have been reported as follows : 

" A Case of Dysentery Complicated with Parotitis. ( Vir- 
ginia Med. Jour.^ vol. xii., p. 191, 1859.) G. G. Minor. — The 
patient was a boy, twelve years old, who died on the sixteenth 
day, of six)radic dysentery. The left parotid first enlarged two 
days before death ; next day, the right. The swelling was so 
great as to render deglutition impossible. The boy had pre- 
viously had mumps. 

" In the minutes of the proceedings of the Buffalo Medical 
Association {Buffalo Med. Jour.^ vol. x., p. 405, 1854-5) I find 
several cases, viz. : One reported by Dr. Strong : A lady, thirty 
years of age, had an apparently slight attack of dysentery, 
and appeared to convalesce on the fifth day, when parotitis 
made its appearance on one side (it is not stated which). Three 
or four days later the tumor discharged a thin, ichorous, puru- 
lent matter at the ear. Soon after the dysentery recommenced, 
was uncontrollable, and the patient died. Before death the 
opposite parotid had begun to enlarge. Dr. White said he 
had witnessed three similar cases : one in 1853, in which the 
dysentery was severe, and just as it subsided the left parotid 
enlarged. No suppuration took place, nor did the dysentery 
return, but the patient died. He had seen, in 1849, a young 
girl, and, in 1852, a child of seven years die under similar cir- 
cumstances. In all these cases the tumor is spoken of as having 
*a peculiar stony hardness.' All had taken acetate of lead, 
and Dr. White suggested that this might be the cause, as ' lead, 
more than any other drug, affects the secretion of saliva, check- 
ing it and making the mouth dry.' Dr. Wyckoff had seen a 
similar enlargement in the submaxillary gland, after a mild 
case of dysentery, in a boy who had not taken lead. He re- 
covered." 

At the last meeting of the Obstetrical Section of this Acad- 
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emy, I gave the history of a case of suppurative pelvic cella- 
litis where the discharge of pus was through the rectum, above 
the internal sphincter ani muscle, and where I made through 
and through drainage. This patient presented many of the 
symptoms of pyaemia, and although this ofiPensive collection 
had existed for years, there was no formation of metastatic 
abscesses. Also, several years ago, in the presence of Pi-ofes- 
sor Fordyce Barker, Professor William T. Lusk, and several 
other physicians, I made a large opening at the utero-vaginal 
junction, entered into an old pelvic abscess, and irrigated 
by a large double tube, yet in this case no metastasis of pus 
occurred. 

After the occurrence of osteo-myelitis in a part easily reached, 
can we, by amputating the diseased bone or gouging out the 
ulcerating cancellated tissue, cure our patient after metastatic 
abscess have formed ? is a very important question. And, in 
answer, I may state that I have endeavored to remove this dis- 
eased bone by amputation and otherwise, and, although, going 
far above the part showing evidence of ostitis, yet never have 
I seen any good result follow. 

I have not been able to find any recorded instance of an oper- 
ation on a parotid abscess through the mouth by the orifice of 
Steno's duct, although Professor John C. Dalton had obtained 
the parotid saliva of the human subject in a state of purity by 
introducing directly into the orifice of Steno's duct a silver 
canula ^-^ to ^^ of an inch in diameter. The other extremity 
of the canula projecting from the mouth, between the lips, and 
the saliva collected as it runs from the open orifice.* 

The discharge of pus by an opening through the floor of the 
external auditory canal has been mentioned by a number of 
writers, and is probably due to destructive pressure. Anatomy 
teaches that on the floor of the external auditory canal, midway 
between the membrana tympani, are openings of the cerumi- 
nous glands, the most internal of which form a curved line. 



^ TreatLse on Human Physiology, by Professor John G. Dalton, M.D. Fifth 
Edition. 
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which correepoDds with the beginning of the oeseous portion of 
the external meatus. 

According to Professor Austin Flint, Jr., " the walls of the 
external meatus are partly cartilaginous and fibrous, and partly 
bony. The cartilaginous and fibrous portion occupies a little 
less than half of the entire length, and consists of a continuation 
of the cartilage of the pinna with fibrous tissue. About the 
lower two-thirds of this portion of the canal is cartilaginous, the 
upper third being fibrous. The rest of the tube is osseous, and 
is a little longer and narrower than the cartilaginous portion. 
Around the inner extremity of the canal, with the exception of 
its superior portion, is a narrow groove, which receives the 
greater portion of the margin of the membrana tympani."* 

Professor Erichsen, in his work on " The Science and Art 
of Surgery," states that " excision of the parotid itself is occa- 
sionally spoken of, but is very rarely^ if ever, done. I believe 
that in most, if not all, the cases in which it is stated that com- 
plete removal of the gland has been accomplished, tumors over- 
lying and compressing it, have been mistaken for it. It is 
evident that a diseased parotid could not be removed without 
the division of the external carotid and the portio dura." 

Extirpation of the Parotid Gland. — Dr. Valentine Mott, in 
the American Journal of Medical Sciences^ vol. x., pp. 17-20, 
1832, gives an account of a formidable operation, where he re- 
moved the parotid in consequence of melanotic disease of the 
gland. The patient was twenty-one years old, and, fearing 
scirrhus. Dr. Mott decided to operate. The carotid was first 
ligated, and before the melanotic mass was removed, the facial 
nerve, or portio dura, was divided and the side of the face para- 
lyzed. " The operation lasted one hour, and the patient lost, 
perhaps, a pint of blood." 

The wound in seventeen days healed, excepting at the point 
opposite the ear, which had every appearance of a reproduc- 
tion of the disease. Thirty days after the operation tumors 



* See Fig. 10, Physiology of Man, by Professor Austin Flint, Jr., vol. v., 
p. 155, from Sappey, Traits d'Anatomie, tome iii., p. 808. Paris, 1871. 
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appeared on the scalp, and fungns of the wound increased. 
On the fifty-fonrth day he died. 

Dr. A. C. Post has successfully performed the operation for 
the removal of the parotid. 

Dr. Joel Foster kindly sent the following letter, giving the 
account of the first successful operation for the removal of the 
parotid supposed to be on record, at which he assisted over 
fifty-five years ago. 

205 FOUBTH AVBNUE. 

DSAB Db. Lbalb: 

In compliance with your request, I send yon a condensed report of the 
successful removal of the parotid gland, tbe fiist, I believe, on record. 

On February 27, 1826, the late Dr. George MoClellan, of Philadelphia, in 
the presence of the late Dr. Nathan R. Smith, then professor of anatomy in 
the Jefferson College, and several students, including myself, removed the en- 
tire left parotid gland from my room-mate, the late Dr. John Graham, then a 
feUow-student of Jefferson Medical College, subsequently a FeUow of the 
New York Academy of Medicine. 

An unsuccessful attempt had -been made by an eminent surgeon of Dublin, 
several years previous. The gland was very much enlarged and indurated. 
There was a large cicatrix over it, the result of the former operation. Two 
curvilinear incisions were made, from a little above the zygoma downward, 
to meet about two and one-half inches below the angle of tbe jaw, includ- 
ing the old cicatrix. The integument was reflected from the surface of the 
tumor, a dissection was made down to the zygoma and masseter muscle 
before, and to the cartilaginous tube of the ear and mastoid process behind. 
The posterior beUy of the digastric muscle was divided. The trunk of the 
external carotid arteiy was insulated just as it entered the tumor, together 
with the descending veins which accompany it They were torn from the 
body of the tumor with the thumb and fingers, instead of cutting them. An 
instantaneous gush of blood ensued, which soon ceased, without using a liga- 
ture, in consequence of the contraction of the lacerated extremity of the 
artery. After painful and repeated efforts at wrenching, aided by the occa- 
sional use of the knife to divide the strong bands of condensed cellular sub- 
stance, and the fibres of the styloid muscle, which adhered to the tumor, 
the whole mass was then everted above the ramus of the jaw and mastoid 
process. 

The trunk of the portio-dura nerve, very much enlarged, was seen emerg- 
ing from under the mastoid process, and mounting over the posterior margin 
of the tumor to enter its substance. The great tension of this exquisitely 
sensitive nerve caused convulsions — the pain was instantly relieved by divid- 
ing the nerve ; and, after separating the tumor from the zygoma, the operation 
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was completed. The main trunk of the temporal artery having been divided, 
a ligature was applied, the only one used during the operation. 

The cavity of the wound was fully four and one-half inches deep, being 
larger at the bottom than at the surface. The walls of the pharynx were 
largely exposed, and no portion of the gland, sound or morbid, was left. The 
recovery was slow ; the wound had to be reopened to remove the coagula. 
Granulations slowly filled the cavity, leaving a deep hollow behind the jaw, 
and permanent paralysis of the muscles of that side of the face, but the 
countenance, while in repose, was not much deformed. The patient lived 
many years, a successful physician in this city, and at last died with typhoid 
fever while under my care. The tumor is now in the Museum of the Jeffer^ 
son Medical College. The trunk of the portio-dura, about an inch in length, 
enters the posterior margin of the preparation. 

The above is an abstract published in the Ameriean Medical Review^ 
August, 1826, with my recollections of the case, which are still very vivid, as 
I remained constantly at his bed-side for two weeks after the operation, and 
subsequently through the remainder of his life I was his bosom friend. 

Yours truly, 

Joel Fostsb, M.D. 

CONCLUSION. 

Pjaemic parotitis is preceded by the ulcerations following in- 
flammations, whereby the terminal veins or lymphatics are 
opened, and the poison is directly admitted into the general 
systemic circulation. It may be of idiopathic or traumatic 
origin. It always indicates a depraved constitutional state 
when the recuperative powers are nearly exhausted. Pysemic 
parotitis, following the enteric fevers, is symptomatic of a low 
grade of ulceration of the intestinal glands or mucous mem- 
brane, and must be looked upon as a grave, complicating con- 
dition. 

Pyaemic parotitis in osteo-myelitis is almost, if not always, 
fatal. The same can be said when it occurs in the course of 
ulcerative pelvic cellulitis 

Pysemic parotitis causes death through general toxaemia, pres- 
sure on the brain, suffocation from internal pressure on the 
throat, or exhaustion. 

Spontaneous openings may occur: 1st, beneath the angle of 
the jaw ; 2d, under the lobule of the ear ; 3d, on the cheek, 
over the duct of Steno ; 4th, through the floor of the external 
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aaditory canal ; 5th, into the middle ear and perforate the 
membrana tympani ; 6th, to the base of the brain ; 7th, into 
the throat. 

Treatment of Pyomiic Parotitis. — ^Eliminate as much of the 
poison as possible from the blood by producing free evacua- 
tions from the bowels, active diuresis and diaphoresis. Pre- 
vent exhaustion by the most nutritious and easily assimilated 
diet, and alcoholic stimulants largely diluted, and as medicines 
to restore the vigor of the constitution : 1st, comes quinine in 
moderate doses ; 2d, iron ; and 3d, iodine. Watch closely the 
tumefaction of the parotid gland, and so soon as fluctuation 
shows disintegration of the glandular tissue, choose your point 
for opening, which will generally be under the angle of the 
jaw, or beneath the lobule of the ear, where fluctuation is most 
decided. Make a small incision with a narrow-bladed tenotomy 
knife directly into the pus cavity, and slightly enlarge by tear- 
ing the coverings upward and downward to about a quarter of 
an inch in extent, after which it can easily be enlarged by 
means of a sponge- tent. This careful procedure is absolutely 
necessary if we wish to prevent profuse hemorrhage, or injury 
to the facial nerve. 

If symptoms of suffocation occur, careful examination of the 
throat is to be made, where fluctuation may be expected to be 
felt, by passing the flnger back and below the tonsils. An 
abscess in this location I have found to be easily opened with 
the small, rounded blade of a gum-lancet, having a long handle, 
the small mund blade being pressed dii*ectly into the abscess, as 
counter-pressure is made with the other hand over the pa- 
rotid. Through and through drainage can now be easily accom- 
plished by pushing the probe through the integumentary 
opening and parotid gland and to the opening into the throat, 
when it can easily be withdrawn with the silk suture following. 
The two ends of the silk can be fastened with a piece of adhe- 
sive plaster on the cheek, and easily be kept in the most con- 
venient place. Thorough irrigation can now be accomplished. 



THE EAKLY DIAGNOSIS OF OHBONIG BBIGHT'S DISEASE.' 

Bt T. a. MoBRIDB, M.D., 

MXW TOXK. 

Me. Pbesidknt and Fellows of the Aoadbmt : 

I invite your attention this evening to the means at our 
command for the early diagnosis of chronic Bright's disease of 
primary origin.' 

I shall limit myself to the signs and symptoms which are 
generally accepted as belonging to the contracted or granular 
kidney, or, as it is also known, the atrophic kidney of chronic 
diffuse nephritis. It must be remembered, however, that it is 
not always possible to differentiate the contracted kidney from 
some cases of certain other varieties of chronic diffuse nephritis, 
particularly the large white kidney, and very occasionally the 
same is true of some rare cases of chronic parenchymatous 
nephritis. 

I shall first present in detail the symptoms and signs of 
chronic Bright's disease, and then present some reasons for 
thinking that a functional, forming or initial stage of this 
disease may exist, characterized by certain signs. 

A. Symptoms and Signs of Cheonto Bkight's Disease. 

1. — Symptoms : 

{Frontal, 
Vertical, 
Occipital. 

> Bead November 8, 1881. 

' The diagnosis of chronic Bright's disease secondary to other diseases is 
not considered in this essay, although most of the symptoms and signs are 
common to both. 



d. Dyspnoea, 
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h. Deafness. 
c. Amblyopia. 

Spasmodic (pseudo-asthmatic). 

Cheyne-Stokes respiration. 

On exertion (heart disease, etc.). 

From emphysema and chronic bronchitis. 

From hydrothorax, oedema of lung, etc. 

e. Dyspepsia, especially with great flatulency. 

f. Morning nausea and vomiting. 

g. Abdominal colic, usually coming on at night with pains 

about the umbilicus and with or without diarrhoea. 

h. Diarrhoea, dysentery, and constipation. 

i. Pains in the lower extremities, with or without cramps ; 

also coldness and numbness of extremities. 
j. Trifacial neuralgia. 

k. Insomnia. 

I. Vertigo. 

m. Frequency in urination, especially at night. 
^ n. Palpitations, pain over precordia, attacks of angina pec- 
toris more or less severe. 

0, Pain in lumbar region. 

jp. General muscular pains and lassitude. 

q. Epistaxis. 

r. Anxiety, restlessness, mental confusion and pantophobia. 

2. — Signs : 

a. Great pallor of skin and mucous membranes ; dryness of 
hair and baldness of scalp. Early appearance of gray 
hair. 

h. Tortuous temporal arteries, often with very prominent 
pulsation. 

c. The so-called staring eye of Bright's disease with a pearly 

conjunctiva. 

d. Subconjunctival oedema, which is best appreciated by 

turning down the lower eyelid and with a piece of 
blotting-paper absorb the moisture which is upon the 
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conjunctiva, and then the subconjunctival oedema will 
be very apparent. 
e. Peculiar odor of breath. 

f. Emaciation, and in some rare cases poljsarkia. 
g. Slight oedema of the legs is often mentioned as being 
present, but this will be found in many persons, 
especially in those who are stout, and pitting of the 
skin is often apparent over the tibiae. 
A. Ukine. — The odor of the urine. Bravais states that in 
chronic Bright's disease the urine is free from all odor peculiar 
to urine, and that this inodorous condition is not affected by 
the ingestion of turpentine, asparagus, and other substances 
capable of producing a strong odor in the urine. I question 
whether this holds true in all cases. 

Frothing of the urine when passed is often observed when 
the urine contains albumen. This is, however, observed when 
the urine is of high specific gravity, when it contains biliary 
matter, etc. 

Quantity. — The amount of urine passed in the twenty-four 
hours is a factor of some importance in the diagnosis of the pres- 
ence of chronic inflammation of the kidney, and also in the 
differential diagnosis of the varieties of chronic nephritis. It 
may be stated as a rule that the longer the disease has contin- 
ued the greater is the quantity of urine excreted. It would be 
of assistance in diagnosis to find that a much smaller amount 
than normal was being excreted, ar^d likewise if too much was 
being passed. 

In chronic parenchymatous nephritis the amount passed is 
usually below the normal. It may be as low as ten to twenty 
ounces in the twenty-four hours, and often for a considerable 
portion of the disease as much may be passed as by one in full 
health. Again, a small amount may be passed for some days 
and then a normal amount may be passed for a while, and 
this may be succeeded by a smaller amount. The longer the 
disease lasts and the more the pathological changes tend to 
pass into those characteristic of chronic diffuse nephritis. 
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especially of the small variety, the greater becomes the quan- 
tity of urine and the less frequent are the reveraions to a small 
quantity.* 

In chronic diffuse nephritis, especially in the large white 
kidney, the quantity may be small at first and then return to 
the normal amount It may at the end *be suppressed. The 
longer, however, that the patient lives the greater becomes the 
amount of urine secreted.' 

In the atrophic form of chronic diffuse nephritis Bartels* 
well describes the variations in the amount of urine. He 
says: "... urine is occasionally temporarily excreted 
which is in no way to be distinguished from that secreted by a 
healthy kidney. . . . The genuine process of contraction 
of the kidney is associated with polyuria, but neither does this 
symptom at once become prominent at the very beginning 
of the malady, nor does it persist absolutely to the very end of 
the case. In fact, in the progress of the disease it may en- 
tirely subside for a longer or shorter interval of time, when- 
ever from any debilitating influence the heart's propulsive 
power is diminished or affected for a longer or shorter period. 
Indeed, under such conditions we find the urinary secretions 
of these patients falls back to an abnormally small amount.'' 

Grainger Stewart thinks that in the early stages of the small 
kidney the urine is not increased in quantity. 

Dickinson* believes that in the small variety an increased 
quantity of the urine appears early. Saundby* is also of that 
opinion. One should always bear in mind that any cause lead* 
ing to a diminution of arterial tension, any obstruction to the 
circulation through the lung, or through the right heart, any 
severe diarrhoea, dysentery or pyrexia, would tend likewise to 
reduce the amount of urine passed. 

It is therefore very important to save the entire quantity of 
urine passed by the patient in twenty-four hours, including 



1 Delafield-Boberts^ report of lectures, 1880. ' Delafield, loo. oit. 

' Ziemssen's Oydopiedia, American edition, toL zyL, pp. 481-483. 
* Diseases of Kidney. Part II. Albnminazia. 
'^ Birmingham Medical Review, April, 1881. 
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even the urine passed at the time of defecation. The neces- 
sity of saving the whole amount is rarely insisted upon by the 
physician, and it is often difficult or impossible to persuade 
the patient that this is of the greatest importance. 

Speoifio Gbavitt. — In chronic pai^enchymatous nephritis 
the specific gravity does not varj' much from the normal. It 
may range from 1020 to 1030 or' from 1010 to 1020. In 
chronic diffuse nephritis the specific gravity is, as a rule, below 
the normal. It is usually from 1010 to 1015. In the large 
white kidney there occur often exceptions to this statement, 
and the urine may be of the normal specific gravity and even 
higher. In the atrophic or contracted kidney the specific 
gravity accords with the rule, and is usually much below the 
normal, and yet in some cases the specific gravity may be nor- 
mal for weeks and months. Bartels* states that, as a rule, in 
advanced cases of kidney disease, especially in the atrophic or 
cirrhotic kidney, " the specific gravity remains below the nor- 
mal. Thus for months, and even years, examining the water 
daily, I have found the specific gravity of the urine of such 
patients excessively low and fiuctuating only within very nar- 
row limits, varying, for example, between 1004 and 1012." 
He refere also to the presence of a low specific gravity of the 
urine of the cirrhotic kidney at what he thinks is the begin- 
ning of the disease, and that then the increase in quantity of 
the urine is not great. He states, however, that even in ad- 
vanced cases of the small kidney, circumstances may arise 
wherein the urine has no longer a low specific gravity, and 
these conditions are very much like those which have been 
mentioned as diminishing the quantity of urine passed. A high 
specific gravity may supervene after an attack of uraemic coma, 
or of convulsions, or of delirium with high temperature, or of 
some one of the infiammations so frequently intercurrent, es- 
pecially when attended with considerable pyrexia. Again, 
failure of the heart's vigor, diminution of quantity of drink, 
excessive sweating or diarrhoea will produce it. Bartels" also 

^ Ziemsfien, toI xy., p. 484, Amerioan edition. ' Loo. oit, p. 435. 
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states that " should the process of contraction, however, have 
advanced np to a certain extreme limit, it appears impossible 
for the urine, nnder any circumstances, to attain such a con- 
centration and specific gravity as it ought normally to present. 
Numberless observations, made by me upon patients who re- 
mained under my care up to the end of their lives, convinced 
me that in extreme cases of this nature, even although the 
amount of urine passed per diem fell to a few hundred cubic 
centimetres only, the specific gravity could not rise any longer 
over 1009 or 1011." One may say then, as was said of the 
quantity of urine, that the longer the disease has existed, the 
lower will be the specific gravity, and that in the estimation of 
this in any stage of the disease it is necessary to consider 
whether any of the conditions have been present which some- 
times are known to influence the degree of the specific gravity. 

Color of the TJbine. — This is usually pale, unless some of 
the conditions are present which favor an increase in specific 
gravity or diminution in the quantity passed. If, also, there 
is present any functional or organic disease of the liver, the 
color of the urine may be more or less heightened. 

Albumen. — The tests for albumen, endorsed by general use, 
are several. 

The most common test is that of heat and nitric acid, the 
method of which is so familiar that I will not dwell upon it, 
but I must call attention to the suggestions of Dr. Munn* for the 
appreciation of small quantities of albumen which usually are 
not detected. He advises that the test-tube be placed before 
a black background, and that, by means of a curtain, the 
eyes be protected from the light which illumines the test-tube 
from above. The eye of the observer, thus protected from the 
light, looks against the test-tube in front of the black back- 
ground while the light obtained from above falls on the test- 
tube and the background of black. 

The test, however, which seems to me to be free from all 
possible errors is the following : ' Take a conical test-glass and 

» Medical Record, March 29, 1879, p. 297. 

* HeUer's test, Nebauer and Yogel, Trans., Am. Ed., 1879, p. 96. 
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fill it two-thirds full of nitric acid, C.P. Then if the nrine 
has a specific gravity above 1010, and especially if the speci- 
men has a high color, dilate it from two to ten times its bulk 
with distilled water, and add this dilated urine very carefully 
to the acid in the test-glass, so that it will flow out upon its 
surface and not mingle with it. If you then comply with Dr. 
Munn's suggestion you will observe a stratum of albumen at 
the point where the urine comes in contact with the acid, and 
this will be more evident in the test-glass than in the test-tube, 
by reason of a greater thickness or depth of the stratum of 
albumen than you can obtain in a test-tube. By the great 
dilution of the urine the precipitation of urea as nitrate of urea, 
and the precipitation of the urates is prevented, and these pre- 
cipitates are not so infrequently mistaken for albumen. Again, 
in this way we diminish the density of the precipitate of the 
, coloring matter, which is sometimes so great as to obscure the 
presence of albumen. I have often observed that the presence 
of albumen is overlooked in the turbid urine which is obtained 
from women, and likewise from cases in which there is present 
some inflammation in the urinary tract, also in urine which has 
stood for some days. The cloudiness of the urine obscures the 
presence of albumen when the usual tests have been applied. 
It is true that often some albumen is present by reason of the 
urine containing more or less pus, but there may be present a 
much greater amount of albumen than can be explained by the 
quantity of purulent matter present. To detect albumen 
under these circumstances one should make use of the Hoff- 
man and TJltzman method as described by Dr. Tyson.^ *' Boil 
a portion of the urine with an equal bulk of oflicinal liquor 
potass^ and filter. If still not quite clear add a few drops of 
the magnesian fluid." (The magnesian fluid is made by dis- 
solving magnesium sulphate and pure ammonium chloride, 
each one part in eight parts of distilled water, and adding one 
part of liquor ammoniea. — Foot-note in Tyson's book, p. 54) 
" Warm again and filter. To the clear fluid thus obtained 



^ A Treatise on Bright^s Diseaae and Diabetes, p. 54. Philadelphia, 1881. 
5 
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Heller's acid test may be applied, or, after careful acidulation, 
the heat test. In this manner very small quantities of albumen 
may be recognized in urine which would not otherwise permit 
its detection." In some few cases it should be remembered 
that the cloud of albumen docs not appear until a few minutes 
after the tests have been made.' 

So much for the tests for albumen. 

The presence of albumen in the urine is a factor of a cer- 
tain degree of importance in the diagnosis of chronic Bright's 
disease, but is not by itself of the great value once supposed. 
In connection with other signs it is deserving of considerable 
weight as assisting in arriving at the diagnosis. To ascertain 
whether albumen is present or not in a patient supposed to 
have chronic Bright's disease, it is vej*y necessary to be careful 
and exhaustive in one's efforts. A specimen of urine obtained 
from the whole amount passed in the twenty-four hours should « 
be first examined, then the urine should be tested which is passed 
on rising in the morning, and also that which has been passed 
after each meal and on going to bed at night. It was after 
reading Murchison,* tliat I began to examine specimens passed 
on going to bed, and I have, as he records, found at this time 
of the twenty-four hours that many cases of lithsBmia only have 
albumen in their urine. Albumen has, however, been found 
to be present in the urine under circumstances in which the 
patient is enjoying perfect health. This fact has been referred 
to in medical journals by Sir William Gull, Moxon, George 
Johnson, Leube, TJltzman, Bamberger, Clement Dukes, Eooke, 
Saundby, Munn, and others.* Dr. George Johnson and Clem- 
ent Dukes believe that albumen appearing in the urine in a 
person apparently healthy is always pathological and never 
physiological, and that sooner or later the evidences of Bright's 
disease will appear. The albumen in the urine in the cases 

^ Dr. Wm. Carter : Clinical Beports on Benal and Urinary Diseases. Lon- 
don, 1878. 

' Clinical Lectures on Diseases of the Liyer, p. 573. New York, 1877. 

' Dr. F. P. Kinnicut in a paper read before the Academy, December 15, 
1881. Transient Albuminuria. 
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reported has almost always been associated with deposits of oxa- 
late of lime and uric acid, and as no mention that I can recall 
has been made of the heredity or condition of blood tension, I 
should hesitate to agree with the opinion of some of the writers 
that the presence of the albumen had not a graver significance 
than they were disposed to admit. It may be that the presence 
of the albnmen is due in these cases to some disturbance of the 
vaso-motor system, by which dilatation and consequent retarda- 
tion of the blood-flow occurs, and that the albumen then 
escapes into the urine ; but may not this be an indication that 
the kidney is the locus minoris resistantisB of the system, and if 
in the case a heredity predisposing to renal disease be ascer- 
tained, and a condition of more or less increased arterial ten- 
sion be ascertained, would not the transient albuminuria become 
a symptom of importance in diagnosis and prognosis ? 

In chronic parenchymatous nephritis albumen is usually 
present. The amount varies from time to time. For days 
and weeks there will be from fifty to eighty per cent, of albu- 
men in a test-tube of urine, and then for some time only 
moderate quantities will be present. In chronic diffuse neph- 
ritis it is present in varying quantities, from a little to a great 
deal. The urine of the large white kidney contains albumen 
very constantly, apd most commonly in large quantities. In 
the granular or small kidney the urine often contains no albu- 
men at all or only a slight cloud occasionally. In the last days 
before death a large quantity may be present. It may be of 
some interest to mention that when, in cases of sudden death, 
the urine has been withdrawn post-mortem, to aid in arriv- 
ing at the cause of death, often the urine will be found to con- 
tain albumen, and this may be so in cases in which no albu- 
men had ever been discovered in the urine during life, and in 
cases in which the kidneys were perfectly healthy to the closest 
scrutiny.* 

TuBB-oASTS. — ^The presence of casts of the tubules of the 
kidney in the urine is not at present considered as a sign of 



^ Garter, loo. oit. Appendix, note A. 
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Buch importance and value as regards the pathological condi- 
tion of the kidney, as was once thought. It is an unsettled 
question whether casts, or, at least, any number of them, are 
derived from tliat portion of the kidney beyond the " down- 
looping" tubules of Henle, that is, from the labyrinth of the 
kidney where the true convoluted tubes and the Malpighian 
bodies are situated. The tube-casts are apparently derived 
from that portion of the tubules which extends from the ter- 
mination of the " down-looping " portion of the tubules of the 
kidney to the point of termination of the tubules in the papillsB 
in the pelvis of the kidney. The " cast matter " present in the 
tubules of the labyrinth of the kidney may, by considerable 
pressure from behind and the consumption of much time, be 
forced through the " down-looping tubes" of Henle, which are 
elastic, and finally appear in the urine. Casts from the laby- 
rinth which escape in this way must be very few ; moreover, 
it would seem most likely that the tube-casts, after passing 
into the larger ^^ union tubes " and into the larger straight 
tubes, would partake of the shape of the tubes through wliich 
they had last passed. The significance of the granular casts 
found in the urine of the granular kidney seems to me this, 
that they are made up of the disintegration of the ^' cast mat- 
ter " formed in the tubules of the labyrinth, which has been 
jslowiy and gradually forced down and through the narrow- 
est portion of the tubules, receiving finally the shape or Im- 
press of the straight tubules. In this connection one should 
bear in mind another pointy that though fatty casts may some- 
times indicate the presence of extensive fatty changes in the 
kidney, yet when one considers that a considerable time must 
elapse for the passage of " cast matter" from the labyrinth if it 
does occur, it would not be at all improbable for fatty changes 
to occur during the probable long, transit. When convoluted 
casts are found in the urine it is most likely that their tortuous 
shape has been imparted by their passage through the interme- 
diate or connecting tubules of Schweiger-SeideL Charcot^ states 

1 Maladies des Vires Biliaires et des Reins, p, 288, Paxis, 1877. 



r' 



New York Academy of Medicine. 69 

tbat the elinical importance of casts has been mneli exaggerated, 
and that casts fonnd in the convoluted tubnles can but very 
rarely, if at all, as I have said, reach the urine. 

Reginald Southey' holds the same view, and remarks, 
"... that it was pretty generally accepted that the larger 
casts, and those which present most distinctly <^llular elements 
in their interiors, were derived direct from the tortuous tu- 
bules, and this, indeed, before even the minute anatomy of the 
organs or the intricate course of the tubuli urinif eri were estab- 
lished." 

Of the value of tube-casts in the diagnosis of chronic 
Bright's disease one can only say that their absence does not 
indicate the non-existence of chronic nephritis ; that the pres- 
ence of a few granular casts, or a few fatty casts, may indicate 
the arrival of some disintegrated "cast matter" from the 
labyrinth ; that a great abundance of granular or fatty casts 
may make it probable that the disease of the kidney is more 
general, and that the process has extended to the pelvic por* 
tion of the kidney, that is, to the straight tubules. 

Hyaline casts are found in health ; ' especially also in urine 
containing deposits of oxalate of lime and crystals of uric 
acid ; likewise in urine in easels of jaundice. The casts found 
in waxy kidney cannot be considered in this paper, since I 
have not considered the symptoms and signs of any of the 
forms of secondary chronic Bright's disease. 

Deposits in the TJbinib!. — ^In addition to tube-casts certain 
other deposits are found in the urine in chronic Bright's dis- 
ease, especially those of crystals of oxalate of lime and uric 
acid. Sometimes the crystals mentioned undergo a change in 
form when mucin, peptones, or albumen are present. If fa- 
miliar with these changes in form, one's suspicion may be 

^ Some Points on the Minate Anatomy of the Kidney. Medico-Ghimrg. 
Transactions, vol. Ixi., 1878, pp. 201-213. 

' It is even now a question with patholosfists whether the presence of hyal- 
ine casts in the urine of persons apparently in health, does not point to the 
lies^ning of struotural changes in the kidney or of fonotional troubles likely 
to terminate in organic disease. 
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arouBed, and further examination of the urine may reveal the 
special colloid matter. Attention has been especially called to 
these changes by Dr. W. M. Ord.* 
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Fio. 1. — From Dr. Ord's paper, Medioo-Chirurg. Report, yoI. Mil. A. XTric acid crystals from 
albnminous urine of sp. gr. 1027 and upward (Dr. Donkin, Obs.). B. Uric acid ciystalB from albu- 
minous urine of ap. gr. 1016 to 1021 (Dr. Donkin, Obs.). C. XTric acid crystala from albumin- 
ous urine of sp. gr. 1016 to 1021 (Dr. Ord, Obs.). D. Uric acid crystals from albnminous urine 
of sp. gr. 1009 to 1U16 (Drs. Donkin and Ord, Obs.). 

^ St. Thomas's Hospital Reports, yoI. ii., 1871, pp. 1-23; Transactions 
Medico-Ghimrg. Society, toI. Iviii., pp. 165-182; British Medical Journal, 
June 2 and 9, 1877, pp. 641-672 and 701-703, 
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I have not referred to the diminution of the amount of urea 
found in the urine a8 a means of diagnosifl, since' the amount 
of the daily excretion is irregular, and since the number of 
considerations to be regarded, in respect to diet, exercise, etc., 
make it impossible to give the time for such an inquiry to each 
patient. 

L Increased Abtebial Tension. — This sign is at the present 
time regarded by many as one of the most constant and valu- 
able of all the signs of Bright's disease. It is present both in 
the acute and chronic forms, but is most constant in the latter. 

To appreciate the presence of high arterial tension requires 
considerable experience and practice, especially when one has 
not the aid of instruments of precision, the sphygmograph 
and sphygmometer — particularly the former. Some years 
ago, when reading the " Handbook for the Physiological Lab- 
oratory," by Burdon-Sanderson, I was much impressed with 
a statement that he there made,' namely, that the arterial pres- 
sure in the mean is remarkably constant — almost as constant, 
indeed, as the temperature of the body ; that is, as long as the 
individual remains in a natural state. Until within the last few 
years I was disposed to look upon this as an exaggerated state- 
ment. Since, however, I have been using a sphygmograph 
which can be very accurately placed over tlie artery and to 
which weights can be so added that the pressure employed can 
be accurately estimated, I have been very much inclined to 
accept Dr. Burdon Sanderson's statement. I shall refer to this 
when I shall describe the use of the sphygmograph, preferring 
to consider first the means at our command for the apprecia- 
tion of high tension without the use of any instrument. 

In extreme cases of high arterial tension the temporal and 
radial arteries are tortuous, and being full of blood they leap 
from their beds, apparently, at each pulsation, producing a 

' Since this essay was read, Senator^s monograph (Die Albnminnrie imge- 
snnden nnd Eranken Znstande, Berlin, 1882) has appeared, and in this he calls 
attention to the not unusual appearance of peptones in the urine. 

* Handbook for the Physiological Laboratory. Edited by Sanderson. Vol. 
i, p. 218. Philadelphia, 1873. 
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pulsation eoniewhat reBembliiig thai of aortic regurgitation, 
only that the arteries in the interval do not disappear. The 
radial artery in marked cases feels very much like the tendon 
of the flexor carpi radialis adjoining it, or like the vas defer- 
ens. Sibson* well describes the method for the appreciation 
of the condition of the radial artery in high tension. " Ton 
do not press the fingers into the artery so as to compress it, 
but you glide them backward and forward, and from side to 
side, of the artery, and you endeavor, if the case be one with 
extreme arterial degeneration, to gently poise it up and lift it 
from its bed. You thus feel whether it is continually hard, 
whether the vessel is pulsating or not. You notice whether 
you can feel and count the pulse by simply placing the tips 
of four fingers with gentle firmness, without the least com- 
pression, over the artery. If the vessel softens between the 
strokes of the heart and hardens during or just after, then you 
know that the case is not one of great arterial tension. . . . 
In the first or highest degree of tension the artery feels like a 
cord or tendon. In the second degree it is like an india-rubber 
tube distended with fluid. In the third degree it resembles a 
rather finer india-rubber tube." There are cases, however, in 
which neither of the three varieties mentioned by Sibson are 
to be found, and in which a very considerable degree of pres- 
sure must be exercised before the artery can be compressed. 
The appreciation of cases of this nature is especially important, 
since it is very unlikely that any changes have as yet taken 
place in the walls of the vessels, and sometimes one cannot 
feel convinced as to the degree of high tension in these cases 
until sphygmographic observations have been made. In com- 
pressing the radial artery, the compression should be^ made 
where the artery is closest to the surface of the lower end of 
the radius ; and while this is done with the fingers of one hand, 
palpation of the distal portion of the artery should be made 
with the other, since if the compression and palpation be made 

^ Two Haryeiaa Lectures on Bright'e Diseage and its Treatment. British 
Medical Journal, January 6 et dL, 1877, p. 34. 
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with fingeFB of the same hand, it is very difficult to say when 
the distal pulsation ceases. In a case where the walls of the 
vessels have not been thickened, and there is no increased 
arterial tension — ^the conditions observed in health — the pulse, 
the radial artery should not be appreciable in the interval of 
pulsation. 

In some cases it at first would seem impossible to decide 
whether the radial artery was simply over-distended with blood 
or that the walls were the seat of extreme arterial degeneration. 
Dr. Broadbent has suggested a simple test by which the exact 
condition may be ascertained, and that is by the inhalation of 
nitrite of amyl, and then, if the artery has been simply over-dis- 
tended, the excess of blood having escaped by the arterioles and 
capillaries, the vessel will be found soft and easily compressed : 
if, however, the walls of the vessels have undergone degeneration, 
little change has taken place. In most cases, however, in which 
only endarteritis deformans is present, the walls of the vessel are 
quite easily compressed if not calcified. When high arterial 
tension coexists with endarteritis deformans the pulsation in 
the vessels is often unusually distinct, and, as I have mentioned, 
may simulate the pulsation observed in aoitic regurgitation. 

The qualities of the pulse in high tension are described as 
long ^ persistent^ and hard or incompreesMe (Mahomed). The 
pulse is long by reason of the prolonged systole, which is due 
to the heart's overcoming the resistance presented by the over- 
filled vessels. It gives the finger resting on the pulse a labored 
pushing sensation. The pulse \a persistent because always full, 
and is recognizable in diastole as well as in systole. Mahomed 
states that a pulse of large volume with the artery relaxed and 
the blood flowing freely through the capillaries and arterioles, 
and soft, has with a languidly acting heart some qualities of 
persistence which might be confounded with a pulse of high 
tension, but it is so soft and easily compressed that the mistake 
is not easily made.^ 

The pulse is hardy the arterial system is overfilled with 

1 Mahomed : Gny's Hosp. Bep., 1879, p. d7d. 
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blood, and the hypertrophied left ventricle forcing more blood 
into the vessels gives the pulse a peculiar hard, taut feeling 
to the fingers. This very hard quality is not apparent in all 
cases, but with high tension there is always present inconipres- 
sibUity. When the heart begins to fail the pulsation may seem 
very feeble, but pressure upon the artery will still reveal the 
incompressibility and over-fulness of the vessel. 

A beat or pulsation " is perceived over the enlarged ascending 
aorta to the right of the upper portion of the sternum, and 
mainly in the second space in a few rare cases of acute Bright's 
disease on the one hand, and of granular kidney in its advanced 
stage on the other." * This is best felt by pressing over this 
region witli that part of the palm of the hand that is nearest 
the fingers, and it is well, in order to well appreciate it, also to 
press this hand very firmly against the second interspace by 
placing the other hand over it. This pulsation is produced by 
the widening of the artery in consequence of the arch of the 
aorta being somewhat displaced downward, and the ascending 
portion of the arch forward and to the right. This is what 
Sibson states, and I have sometimes thought that dilatation of 
the arch is more common than is usually thought, since rarely 
at post-mortem is the size of the aorta measured, and either this 
is the case or the arch of the aorta is often also displaced up- 
ward and forward — pulsation in the supra-sternal notch occur- 
ring frequently. 

Marked accentuation of the second aortic sound is one of the 
most constant signs of high arterial tension before failure of 
the heart occurs. This sound is heard with greatest intensity 
over the second right intercostal space, but it is also heard over 
the left third and fourth intercostal spaces near the sternum, 
over the conns arteriosus. It may be more intense over this 
region than at right second intercostal space, it may be as in- 
tense and it may be not so loud. The presence of the loud 
aortic second sound over the aorta is often accompanied with 
a feeble muffled first sound to the right of the upper portion of 

^ Sibson, loc. cit, p. 84. 
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the stemnm, or this may be even absent. This is due to the fact 
that " the arteries are already overfilled when the left ventricle 
forces its blood into them, and the fluid already in the aorta 
prevents the ventricle from giving a sudden distention and 
shock to the walls of the aorta. In cases of aortic regurgita- 
tion and aneurism, when the aorta is flaccid, a loud shock is 
often heard with the first sound, owing to the hammer-like ac- 
tion of the suddenly expanding waves of fiuid which strike 
against the wall of the artery." * 

Mahomed remarks that when the accentuated aortic second 
sound has a tympanitic quality it usually indicates that dilatation 
of the ascending aorta is present. 

Sibson also states that in many cases of acute Bright's dis- 
ease a doubling of the second sound of the heart over the re- 
gion of the conns arteriosus may be discovered. This occurs 
less often over the region of the pulmonary artery, and less 
still over that of the ascending aorta. This certainly must be 
of more frequent occurrence in the acute than in chronic 
Bright's disease. 

As regards the first sound of the heart, certain peculiarities 
have been observed of more or less importance by various ob- 
servers. 

Potain has especially called attention to what he terms the 
bruit de ffolop, which is very frequently overIcx)ked. A soft 
murmur precedes the first sound — is presystolic, but does not re- 
semble, except in the time of occurrence, in any way the true 
mitral presystolic murmur which accompanies mitral stenosis. 

According to Sibson,' doubling of the first sound not infre- 
quently occurs in many cases, and is more or less limited to the 
region of the septum, or a little within the mammary line, and 
from one to two inches below the level of the nipple. Some- 
times it is easy to discover, and again often difficult. " When 
the doubling is markedly accentuated and extensive, it is usu- 
ally doubled over the whole of the right ventricle, where it may 
be especially emphasized ; also over the epigastric space, that 

' Sibson, loo. cit. ' Loo. oit., p. 85. 
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being the space at which the heart ib tnoet nncovered and is 
nearest to the surface. It is lost over the left ventricle and 
its apex, being u&ually inaudible to the left of the nipple line ; 
and this, nnder the circumstances, is natural, for the left ven- 
tricle is large and extensive, while the right ventricle is rela- 
tively small, so that the sounds from the former are readily 
transmitted through the latter.'' * 

" When the doubling of the first sound is diffused over the 
right ventricle, the first of the two first sounds is heard over and 
to the left of the region of the sternum and ensiform cartilage, 
and the second of the two sounds is louder over and just to the 
left of the septum, thus demonstrating that the second of the two 
first sounds is that made by the ending of the systole of the left 
ventricle." " This Sibson believes to be very frequent, but " more 
difficult than easy to discover," and as a rule he would say that 
the second sound would be found single, and the first double. 

Hypertrophy of the heart, and especially hypertrophy of the 
left ventricle, is one of the most valuable signs of the presence 
of chronic Bright's disease. It is very likely that increased 
arterial tension precedes it and is the direct cause of it. 

Its constancy may be judged of by the following statistics: 
Bamberger" found hypertrophy of the heart in 344 out of 807 
cases of primary chronic Bright's disease, or 42 per cent. 
Reginald Southey, in the "Lumleian Lectures on Bright's 
Disease," British Medical Journal^ agrees with Bamberger in 
its very frequent occurrence. Traube states that he has found 
hypertrophy of the left ventricle in 93 cases out of 100 of 
chronic Bright's disease. Grainger Stewart has recorded that 
out of 68 cases of chronic Bright's disease, hypertrophy was 
decidedly marked in 31 cases at the post-mortem examinations, 
and this statement is exclusive of those in which the hyper- 
trophy was associated with valvular disease or adhesion of the 
pericardium. The analysis of 250 cases of granular kidney, 
drawn from St. George's Hospital books, gives 48 per cent, as 



* Loo. oit., p. 36. * Lancet, Jannaiy 13, 1877. 

' Volkmann's Sammlong klinischer Vortrage, No. 17. 
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tbe proportion of cardiac eiilargemont. Bartela ^ states : '^ Here 
I must distlDctively state that I have never failed to observe 
the objective signs of hypertrophy of the left ventricle in any 
of my cases of genuine contracted kidney, or to confirm the 
fact in every post-mortem made upon their bodies, and there* 
fore I can never hold that a diagnosis of this renal disease is 
made certain when no enlargement of the left ventricle is 
recosrnizable. Another circtunstance*— one virhich must not 
pass unheeded — is that the degree of hypertrophy of the heart, 
and therefore its compensating j>ower or capacity, will vary in 
different cases in accordance with the general state of the 
patient's nutrition and the external conditions to which he is 
subject, and that, as a matter of conrse, the same factor will 
materially influence the conrse and issue of individual cases of 
the disease."' 

Galabin ' records that in 79 cases of granular kidney, hyper- 
trophy of the left ventricle was found in 53 cases, 24 of which 
were in women. Hypertrophy of the left ventricle may be 
considered then the rule ; but if it be asked why it is not 
always found post-mortem, or always made out during life, the 
answer will be : 

First. — The hypertrophy of the left ventricle or its compen- 
satory power will vary in different cases in accordance with 
the general state of the patient's nutrition and the external 
conditions to which he is subject. 

Dr. George Johnson presents, in explanation of the absence 
of hypertrophy, " that in states of general malnutrition which 
include a watery condition of the blood, or a general diminu- 
tion of its mass, neither can any hypertrophy take place, nor 
need dilatation of its cavities take place." * Bamberger * explains 

* Ziemssen, American edition, vol. zv., p. 419. 
*Loc. cit., p. 466. 

'Thesis, Cambridge: On the Oannection of Bright's BiseBse with the 
Changes in the Vascular System. London : Smith, Elder & Co., 1873. 

* Lancet, January 9, 1875. 

^ Ueber Morbus Brightii und seine Beziehungen txx anderen Sjrankheiten. 
Yolkmann's Sammlung kliniicher Yortxage, No. 178 (Mediml Times and 
Gazette, January 3 and 10, 1880). 
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in much the same way the abseDce of hypertrophy in many 
cases of chronic Bright's disease, which occur secondary to 
other diseases. In cases of secondary Bright's disease, hyper- 
trophy of the heart occurs in 3.3 per cent, against 42.6 per cent, 
in chronic Bright's disease of primary origin. 

Second. — ^Moxon* says: "When a heart is larger than it 
should be, but its cavity is of natural size, its possessor is in 
certain dangers in consequence of this, but he does not fed 
those dangers^ and his enlarged heart yields no symptoms. 
This state is almost peculiar to Bright's granular kidney, and I 
accept it as the chief cause of the fact that seventy-five per 
cent, of the cerebral apoplexies with effusion of blood from 
bursting of the vessels, which came under my observation, were 
due to granular kidney. The heart's increased power is exerted 
in the vessels instead of being diffused on hydrostatic prin- 
ciples over an enlarged interior, as is the case when the cavity 
is widened. But the heart may reach twenty ounces in weight, 
and yet, if its cavity is not enlarged, it may give no sign at all, 
as we have proved on several occasions in cases where, know- 
ing the presence of granular kidney in persons with apoplexy, 
we have examined for evidences of cardiac hypertrophy, and 
found none at all, whereas the post-mortem directly after 
showed hearts weighing from seventeen to twenty ounces." 

Excluding cases with concomitant valvular disease, endocar- 
ditis, aneurism, or emphysema, Bamberger states '' that hyper- 
trophy of the heart occurs in every period of the disease, but 
with greater absolute as well as relative frequency, the longer 
the disease lasts ; " so that, in accounting for the absence of 
hypertrophy, the element of time must also be considered. 

The determination of high arterial tension hy instruments 
of precision. — The Sphygmometer (Fig. 2). This instrument, 
as represented in Fig. 2, was invented by 0. Handfield Jones, 
and it is intended to measure the compressibility of the pulse 
by means of a spiral spring carrying a needle which registers 



^ Clinical Lecture on the ReUevable Aspeots of Heart Disease, Lancet, Janu- 
ary 12, 1878, p. 42. 
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Qpoii a scale the amount of preseare expressed in graminea 
uecesearj to prodnce occlnaion of the radial artery, or of any 
other artery which lies superficially where it can be com- 
pressed against hone. luBtrnmente for this purpose 
have been proposed by others, but the sphygmometer 
1 have referred to is the one in most general use at 
present The instrument is nsed in the following 
manner : The narrow oblong extremity is placed 
over the radial artery — for example, where it passes 
over the radins most superflcially, and where the 
artery can be directly compressed against the bone. 
Pressure is then made until no pulsation can be ob- 
served over the distal portion of the vessel. The 
sources of error in the instrument are the slipping of 
the oblong end from the artery, the uncertainty of the 
spring in recording pressure, and occasionally the 
great freedom of the return circulation. 

The Sphsomoobaph. — After daily use of the sphyg- 
mograph for four years and more, 1 am prepared to 
say that I regard it as an instrument of very great 
value. While making this assertion,! must add, that 
of all the instruments of precision, this one requires 
the greatest experience and the most careful applica- 
tion to make the deductions from its use of any value. 
It is certainly not a "plaything," as some have de- 
clared, but an instrument of the greatest value when ^'o. s, 
employed with especial care, and this mast be apparent when 
one considers that by no other instrument can we calculate, 
although relatively, the amount of blood contained in the arterial 
system. It is true that by the appreciation of the signs of the 
pulse, etc., that I have just referred to, a high degree of in- 
creased arterial tension can be appreciated, but there are cases 
which do not present marked evidences of increased blood ten- 
sion by the signs given, although it is present, and in such 
cases the increased arterial tension can only be demonstrated 
by the Bphygmograph ; and what is said of high tension may 
also be affirmed of low arterial tension. In the sphygmograph, 
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also, one haa au instrument by which arterial degeneration can 
be made out before the groeeer changes appear which permit of 
diagnosis by palpation. 

The Bphygraographs in common use in this conntryare those 




Pis. S.— Hue;'! Sphnpnogr^h. 

of Marey, Mahomed, and Pond. Recently the sphygmograph of 
Dr. Dudgeon of Birmingham has been introduced, which com- 
bines certain features of the Pond and Mahomed instrument. 
In all of the instruments that I have mentioned thus far, a 



spring is used in transmitting the movements of the artery to 
the writing lever (in the Pond instrument the rubber dia- 
phragm serves as a spring). Figures 3, 4, 5 and 6 represent re- 
spectively the instrnments mentioned. 

I myself am not disposed to regard the instruments provided 
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with a spring with much favor, since it ie very difBcnlt, if not 
impossible, to accurately measnre the amount of preesare 
employed. In the instrnments ■, 
provided with a spring, the pres- 
eore applied to the artery to pro- ■ 
dnce the greatest amplitude in 
ihe pulse, tracing or to obliterate 
the artery varies much in instru- 
ments of the same kind, and I 
think ofteu varies in the same in- 
Btmment. The instrnment, in my J 
opinion, which at tJie present date '(I | 
seems to have been so constructed i" ' * ' 
as to meet the necesaary indica- 
tions and to give the most correct , 
tracings of the changes in the ar- ''"- b— p™a'> ^fmooanph. 
tery in systole and diastole is a modification of the Brondel 
sphygmograph (Fig. 7). The instrument is supported by two 




.— DDdgwni Bphrgmognpta. . 
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parallel brass bare, and in this way when placed njion the arm 
no presanre can bo made upon tie artery by the instrument 
Ihe movements of the 
vesBcl are communicated 
to a lever of brass of 15 
grammes weight. To this 
lever is attached an arm 
on which may be sns- 
peuded gramme weights 
— from five grammes to 
two hundred and fifty- 
five. In applying this iii- 
I strnment, the course of 
I the radial artery is marked 
■a out upon the skin over it 
I by a lead-pencil, and the 
I button of the lever, which 
% is narrow, is placed upon 
^ this line at the point 
I where the radial artery 
y rests upon the lower end 
o of the radius. The sphyg- 
mograph is then fastened 
in place by straps, and 
one must be careful in 
tightening the straps not 
to draw the skin with the 
mai-ked line away from 
the artery. If the artery 
is superficially situated, 
pulsating movements of 
the lever will at once 
he apparent. If the ar- 
tei-y is deeply situated, a 
varying amount of weight must he suspended on the arm 
of the instrument to develop the pulse. If the artery is 
atheromatous, and no high tensiou is present, the addition 
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of weights is necessary to bring out the pulsation of the 
vessel. 

The amonnt of weight necessary to obtain the greatest am- 
plitude of the pulse-wave varies from 40 to 80 grammes, rarely 
so high as the latter figure. I refer, of course, to the pulse in 
health with normal tension, the artery superficially situated. 

When the artery is deeply situated a weight of 30 to 40 
grammes is necessary to develop the pulsation, not the greatest 
amplitude, and if no pulsation at all appears on the addition 
of 50 grammes, you may rest assured that the button of the 
instrument is not over the artery. I have observed thus far 
that even in the weakest pulse to which I have had the oppor- 
tunity to apply this instrument, that when deeply situated 30 to 
40 grammes will develop a pulsation which is, however, extin- 
guished on the addition of a few grammes more weight. 

If the radial artery be atheromatous — and bear in mind there 
are degrees of this, and I have had difficulty in being able to 
obtain cases presenting a moderate amount of this change with- 
out high tension — it will be necessary to use weights of from 
60 to 100 grammes to develop pulsation, but the pulsation 
when developed is extinguished soon by the addition of more 
weight, that is from 120 to 160. The characteristic as far as 
pressure goes is the great amount of weight to develop the 
pulse, and the speedy obliteration of the pulsation by the ad- 
dition of only a little more weight. 

In the pulse of high tension, pulsation may appear as soon 
as the instrument is set, but if deeply seated, weights will be 
required. It will be always found that the greatest amplitude 
of the pulse is to be obtained under weights varying from 100 
to 300 grammes, and what is specially characteristic is that 
when the greatest amplitude is obtained but little apparent 
change takes place in the pulse-trace, while quite an amount 
of weight is added — ^that is, if the greatest amplitude be devel- 
oped at 160 grammes weight, there will be but little change in 
the amplitude of the pulse-trace after 40 to 60 grammes have 
been added. 

I now ask your attention to the pulse-trace or sphygmogram 
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oljtained by tfaeae instnimente. The traces ohtained bj tlie 
Mare , Mahomed, Pond, and Dudgeon sphygmographe resem- 
ble one another so closely that one explanation of the parts of 
the trace of a normal pulse will suffice for all. 



Fia, S, — Tiliw of mmnt, vp-BtrokA or pennwdon itrokflsa to\ AptK=b. Una of dewients 
btoa' ; d =iaTtiv or AioroUa WAto : «=aortlD notch; OvUdal wavB, A B=b*se or THplntorj 
Hdv. 1 ^ Eyatotia portion of tha tracing, 1.4., vrlth rofenooA to (ba ayatoLa nnd diub]l« of tbv 
lantiicla, not of tlie uteiy. SsDlutollo portion of tbe tncmg. 

In tiie Pond' and Dudgeon aphygmographs the percussion 
waves are uanally higher and the dicrotic waves more highly 
developed than in the Marey and Mahomed tracings, and there 
are often also secondary waves. One defect in the Pond in- 
strument which has been referred to by Professor Kobert 
Edee * is that the base of the instrument is so broad that the 
pressure is applied not upon the artery, but upon a portion of 
the lower etid of the radius and the tendon of the flexor 
c«rpi radialis, and movement consequently of the lever can 
only be obtained from that portion of the vessel which hap- 
pens to rise above the level of points on which the base of the 
instrnment rests. 

It has certainly seemed to me that since I have been using 
an instrnment in which the amount of pressure was applied 
directly by weights, I have obtained more constant results 
than before in observations on the same patient, and that I 
have also been able to compare the tracings in different pa- 
tients and find some constantappearances, while heretofore the 
tracings obtained by the other instruments in which the de- 
gree of presaiire had not been accurately estimated would pre- 
sent the most variable appearance. The body of the original 

' The Fond inBtTament bu been veTj mnch itnproTed since the above wma 
written, and I think will now prove a good instmmeiit. 
' Boat. Med. sod Bn^. Jour., Vay 19, 1881. 
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Bi-ondel instrument reata npon the surface of the forearm, and 
when tightly strapped in place may exercise Bome compression 
on the radial artery. The tracings obtained by the original 
instrument present secondary waves and exaggerated percus- 
sion and dicrotic waves, especially when the heart contracts 
brusquely. I discovered some time ago tliat, by having the 



body of tbe instrument rest upon parallel bars, there was no 
poeeibility of compressing the artery, and furthermore I found 
that the inertia of the writing lever was almost entirely pre- 
vented, and that no exaggerated percussion or dicrotic waves 
were present, and likewise no secondary waves or oscillations. 
The great value uf tbe instrument is the accurate measurement 



of the degree of weight necessary to produce the greatest am- 
plitude of the pnlse-tratie, and also to occlude the arteries. 

The nontial pulse-trace obtained by the Brondel sphygmo- 
graph is represented in Fig*. 9 and 10, The greatest amplitude, 
it will be observed, is obtained with weights of 50 and 60 
grammes. The addition of more weight flattens the apex and 
diminishes the height of the percussion wave. 
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1 DOW invite your attention to the interpretation of the palse- 
tracee which indicate high tension. Figures 11 and 12 ai-e 
traces of high tension obtained b; Mahomed's instrument, and 
what is said of the signs of high tension in these traces applies 
equally to the traces obtained b; tlie other instruments, inclnd- 
ing Brondel's. 

1. It is a sign of high tension when the tidal wave, or a part 



of it, is above a line drawn from the aortic notch C to the sum- 
mit of the percussion wave A, Fig. 11. 

2. The greater the heistht of the aortic notch C from the 
i-espiratory line D D, the higher the tension, Fig. 12. 

3, The gi'eater the length of the systole — the distance A to 
D, as compared with the length of the diastole — the distance 



D to E, the greater the tension, as a rule ; but iu some slowly 
contracting hearts the systole may be much greater in propor- 
tion to the diastole than it should he, and yet the tension be 
low. 

4. FfFacement of aortic notch indicates high tension. 

5. Slanting of percussion stroke with effacemunt of aortic 
notch. 

6. Rounding of top of the percussion trace indicates very 
high tension, with slow, strong contraction of the heart, or it 
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may iiidicate failing heart with high tension, or simply a 
feeble heart. The amount of pressure applied will distin- 
guish the two former from the latter condition. 

7. The amount of pressure required to produce the greatest 
amplitude of the pulse-trace, and the continuance of this ampli- 
tude with only slight change in size, while the weight or 
pressure is increased by several ounces or a number of 
grammes, indicates high tension. 

8. The amount of pressure necessary to occlude the artery, 
so that no pulsation is perceptible, is likewise an indication of 
degree of tension. 

Certain anomaliea in the sphygmographie traces or sphyg- 
mograms. — 1. When the heart dilates, as it often does under 
great arterial tension, or when the hypertrophied heart is 
beginning to undergo degeneration, traces are sometimes ob- 
tained which greatly resemble the traces of low tension. This 
error will not be committed if it be remembered that the 
arterial system is overfilled with blood, and that the trace 
resembling a low-tension trace is due to the difficulty with 
which the weakened heart empties its contents into the over- 
filled vessels. One can easily see that under these circum- 
stances the pulsation will be apparently weak. If, however, 
pressure enough is employed to give the trace of the greatest 
amplitude, it will be found, although the amplitude of the 
trace is not great, yet the amount of pressure necessary to 
obtain it was very considerable. If one also ascertains how 
much pressure is necessary to obliterate the artery, the high 
tension will be still more apparent. The pulse under the cir- 
cumstances is described as small or large, long and labored. 

2. In weak hearts, or hearts contracting slowly, the systole 
may be prolonged, and the pulse-trace will resemble very 
closely that of high tension. In cases of this kind the degree 
of pressure alone enables us to appreciate the error. 

4. In mitral regurgitation, which not infrequently appears 
to result from dilatation of the left ventricle producing insuffi- 
ciency of the mitral orifice, low-tension sphygmograms are 
frequently obtained. It is well in these cases to observe care- 



88 Traneactiona of the 

fnlly the lengtli of the ventricnlar BjBtole, and to compare the 
length of the B^stole with that in others having the same pulse- 
rate or frequency. In mitral insufficiency from endocarditis 
the arterial vessels are empty, as a rule. When the insuffi- 
ciency is due to the long presence of high tension, they are full 
and tuigid if the condition of high tension ia kept up.' 



5. Aortic regurgitation resnlte very often from the dilatation 
of the aorta or from aortitis deformans — two conditions due 
to increased arterial tension, and the cause of the insufficiency 
can be appreciated if the high tension is sustained and present 
at the time that the traces are taken.* 

Fig. 13 is the tracing from a case in which the insufficiency 



is due to an antecedent attack of endocarditis. Fig. 11 is the 
trace of aortic insufficiency resulting from aortitis deformans. 
Mahomed has called attention to this, and the traces which I 
have submitted, though obtained by Pond's sphygmograph, 
correspond to thoee presented by Mahomed in hiK paper. 

'Hahomedi Clinionl Aipecta of Chionio Bright'B DUeaae. Qar'aHMpJt*! 
Beporta, vot. xzlT., 1879. 
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7. An extremely shallow percussion trace and a sustained 
tidal wave are due to a feebly acting heart with or without 
overf ulness of vessels, which fact must be determined by the 
amount of pressure used. 

8. C. Handfield Jones* calls attention " to pulse-traces resem- 
bling high where the percussion wave is sloping gradual, and 
low where the descent of the trace is greater. This indi- 
cates slow, languid contraction of the ventricle, and a similar 
mode of resilience on the part of the arteries." The degree of 
pressure employed would determine in these cases the presence 
or absence of high tension. 

While believing that increased arterial tension is one of the 
most constant and important symptoms of Bright's disease, one 
must not expect to find it always. It is absent, as a rule, in 
the following conditions, and one should bear them constantly 
in mind : 

A. In pyrexia. As Anstie and Wolf long ago stated, when 
the temperature of the body exceeds 102.5°, the pulse is de- 
cidedly dicrotic ; usually full dicrotism is present. 

B. Great loss of blood, as perhaps by epistaxis. 

C. Contraction or obliteration of many pulmonary vessels, 
as occurs in emphysema. 

D. In certain forms of valvular disease, as in mitral stenosis, 
also in aortic and mitral regurgitation, when the heart is under- 
going degeneration and the backward leakage is great. 

£. Paresis of vaso-motor centre from drugs, poisons, etc., or 
in injuries to the spinal cord. 

j. Endarteritis chronica, — This becomes a sign of consid- 
erable importance in the diagnosis of chronic Bright's disease. 
It is generally admitted that changes in the walls of the small 
arteries throughout the body is a common feature in this disease. 
Drs. George Johnson, Gull and Sutton have especially called 
attention to this. Dr. Johnson maintaining that the increase in 
the thickening of arterioles is due to hypertrophy of the mus- 
cular walls of the small arteries ; and Drs. Gull and Sutton, on 



1 Lancet, March 2, 1880. 
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the other hand, that it is due to some fibroid change, which 
they terra arterio-capillary-fibrosis. Still another change takes 
place in the small arteries in chronic Bright's disease,* namely, 
endarteritis obliterans — this is fonnd principally in the kidney 
and in the vessels supplying the brain, and some accidents in 
the course of Bright's disease are to be explained by the pres- 
ence of this pathological condition. 

The presence of thickened arteries — I refer particularly to 
the radials and temporals now — has been so constant in all of 
the cases of chronic Bright's disease that I have seen, that I 
have thought that its existence in a patient should receive 
careful recognition, and especially in a disease in which the 
diagnosis must in a great measure depend upon the collocation 
of a number of symptoms.* 

Endarteritis chronica is especially frequent in males. It is 
rarely found before forty according to Quincke,' although 
very many cases have been observed under forty. It is com- 
mon to old age, and yet is sometimes absent in persons from 
eighty to one hundred years of age. Gueneau de Mussy * con- 
siders that it may occur just as frequently and as severely before 
forty-five as afterward. The causes assigned for it are chronic 
alcoholism, lead-poisoning, gout, rheumatism, syphilis and 
Bright's disease. It occurs also in some cases of anaemia, star- 
vation, and great exposure. It is also produced by high arterial 
tension. Its importance as a symptom rises in value when one 
appreciates the fact that most of the supposed causes of endar- 
teritis chronica are also considered causes of chronic inflam- 
mation of the kidneys to a greater or less extent, since it is 
only with limitations that one can exclude from the causes 
of kidney disease alcoholism, rheumatism, syphilis, and great 



' Likewise in syphilis and gont. 

' I have not alluded to the ophthalmoscopic appearances of the fundus or- 
culi in chronic Bright^s disease or of the inferential importance that the de- 
tection of a retinal hemorrhage might have, only because the limits neces- 
sary to this essay will not permit of it. 

'Ziemssen^s Cyclopaedia, vol. yi, p. 340, Am. Ed. 

^Quoted by Quincke. 



New York Academy of Medicine. 91 

anffiinia, since they are so very frequently associated with all 
varieties of chronic nephritis. 

Charcot * has recognized the importance of this as an evi- 
dence of the presence of chronic Bright's disease, and he con- 
siders this condition more fully than most of the writers on 
kidney diseases. 

I have been unable to find any mention made of the condi- 
tion of the walls of the arteries of the extremities in cases of 
chronic Bright's disease. The frequent presence of apparent 
thickening of the coats of the temporal and radial arteries in 
these cases during life leads me to think that if a careful ex- 
amination was made of these arteries more frequently jpoBt- 
mortem^ that endarteritis would be found more commonly than 
is now supposed. There are also many reasons for thinking 
that the arteries of the extremities would be more likely to 
undergo the changes peculiar to endarteritis than the arteries 
of the viscera and the internal organs. 

I have yet to meet with a case of chronic Bright's disease, 
which had existed for any length of time, without careful ex- 
amination having disclosed the presence of endarteritis chron- 
ica. I think, therefore, that if one finds this condition present, 
when other causes bearing directly upon its causation can be 
excluded, one must accept its presence as a factor of some 
importance in connection with other evidence of the presence 
of chronic Bright's disease. 

h. Coma. — The diagnosis of uraemic coma is made by the his- 
tory if this can be obtained, and by the signs and symptoms 
of the disease which may be present. It is stated by Bourne- 
ville and other French writers that in uraemic coma a low tem- 
perature is present. In the cases that I have observed the 
rectal temperature has always been quite high. It may be 
that in uraemic coma occurring in the aged, or in the forms of 
chronic Bright's disease which are secondary to other diseases, 
the temperature will be found low. 



* LeQons snr les Maladies da Foie, des Yories Biliares et da Beins, 
p. 322. Paris, 1877. 
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It is necessary that something should be said in regard to 
the differentiation of uraimic coma from coma occurring in 
patients having chronic Bright's disease when the coma is not 
ursemic but due to some one of the accidents which may occur 
in course of the disease, and which result from some of the 
other pathological changes which are found in cases of chronic 
inflammation of the kidneys. 

1. Coma in cerebral hemorrhage. ' The recognition of 
this is important since cerebral hemorrhage occurs so often in 
chronic Bright's disease that there is danger of the true 
condition of affairs not being discovered. In coma in cerebral 
hemorrhage the rectal temperature pursues usually a peculiar 
course. For the first half hour to two hours the temperature 
is low and then rises, and if the patient is about to die goes up 
very high. If the patient does not die in the course of one to 
two days the temperature oscillates between 100° to 102° for 
two to four days, provided no complications exist ; this is the 
stationary period, and then reaches the normal if the patient is 
to recover. If at the end of the stationary period a very high 
rise of temperature occur, it indicates, usually, approaching 
death. In ursemic coma the temperature is usually high, and 
has, I believe, no characteristic course, and the duration of coma 
is also not so great. In coma in cerebral hemorrhage, if the 
lesion be hemispherical there may be present conjugate devia- 
tion of the eyes with rotation of the head away from the para- 
lyzed side. There may be abolition of all of the superficial 
reflexes, and exaggeration of patella tendon reflex and other 
deep reflexes on the paralyzed side, if there is paralysis as is 
usual, while on the opposite side the superflcial reflexes are 
preserved and the deep are normal. Perfect flaccidity may be 
present, but if the hemorrhage be ventricular or meningeal, 
spasmodic movements or rigidity may be present. 

2. Coma in cerebral ramolisseme^it from thrombosis or 
endarteritis obliterans. It is likely that, in most cases in 
which endarteritis obliterans may be present in the arteries 
supplying the brain, the changes will occur in small arteries, 
and that coma will not be a common symptom ; still it may 
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occur, and I only refer to it here to call attention to the ne- 
cessity of bearing in mind this pathological condition when 
investigating a case of chronic Bright's disease with cerebral 
symptoms. 

If endarteritis chronica be of the very common occurrence 
in chronic nephritis that I take it to be, thrombosis should not 
be of infrequent occurrence in this disease when the heart's 
action begins to fail. I have been unable to consult any sta- 
tistics in which the complete pathological changes in the body 
had been given, on which to base a statement of its frequency. 
In the diagnosis of coma from this cause, the previous his- 
tory of the patient, the mode of onset, the presence of hemi- 
plegia with abolition of superficial and presence of deep 
reflexes on the paralyzed side, etc., with the rectal tempera- 
ture, will assist in the differential diagnosis from ursemic 
coma. In cerebral softening the. fall of temperature observed 
in cerebral hemorrhage does not as a rule take place — the 
temperature in rectum ranging from 99.5° to 100.5°. After 
the first two hours the temperature rises quickly to 102° to 
104*^, but again quickly descends to the normal, and after- 
ward exhibits irregular exacerbations for a few days. Again, 
death may take place in softening when the rise of tempera- 
ture has been small, 102° to 104°, and again it may go very 
high. 

L OonvuUions. — The differential diagnosis from epileptic 
convulsions will depend upon the detection of the signs of renal 
disease, but in two cases that I have under observation, true 
epilepsy of some years' duration exists ,with chronic Bright's 
disease. The rectal temperature in the ursemic convulsions 
which I have witnessed has always been high, above 102° at 
least, whereas in a single epileptic convulsion the temperature 
is always below 101°. If, however, the status epilepticus 
occurs, in which one convulsion succeeds another, and other 
signs supervene peculiar to this condition, a very high tem- 
perature is present. Another sign of some importance in 
the differentiation of epileptic and ursemic convulsions is the 
conditio^) of the pupils, which are dilated and mobile in the 
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intervals of the attacks.* The rectal temperature is of great 
aid in the diflFerentiation of hysterical convulsions occurring in 
one having chronic Bright's disease — the temperature not being 
elevated above 100.5° or 101°, and in the ursemic being high. 

m. Delirium and other head sytnptoms. — I have at present 
two patients under observation in whom at times the following 
symptoms appear, ushered in first by some stupor or tendency 
to somnolency ; delirium not active, appearing at first only on 
awakening from sleep, then it becomes more continuous, and 
sleeplessness occurs ; great pain in the head may be present or 
not ; twitchings of the extremities may be present or not ; in 
one case temporary aphasia occurs during the attack : in both 
hallucinations of sight, hearing and taste are present. These 
symptoms are accompanied with a decided febrile movement 
ranging from 101° to 103*5°. The urine diminishes in quantity, 
has a higher specific gravity than is common, and is loaded 
with albumen. In one obstinate constipation prevails, and in 
the other diarrhoea with profuse evacuations. The pulse is fre- 
quent and easily compressed. Both patients have had several 
attacks from which they have entirely recovered. I can also 
recall geveral cases seen in Bellevue Hospital, the histories of 
which I have not been able to obtain, in which delirium and 
most of the other symptoms that I have mentioned prevailed, 
and the patients died, as it was supposed, of " subacute menin- 
gitis." At the autopsy small kidneys were found and more or 
less serum in the ventricles and subarachnoid spaces, but no 
signs of meningitis. The diagnosis in such cases must depend 
upon the signs of renal disease present, and upon the absence 
of certain causes, symptoms and signs of meningitis, and often 
the diagnosis cannot be made. 

n, ASSISTANCE AFFOEDED BY INTERCURRENT AFFECTIONS. 

a. Emphysema occurs in a very considerable number of cases 
of chronic Bright's disease, and the discovery of this condition 
should have its weight in assisting in the diagnosis or in ex- 

} L. C. Gray : American Jonrnal of Medical Science, October, 1880. 
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citing one's attention to a morer. thorough examination of the 
case. 

b. Pneumonia is very common. In Bamberger's statistics 
22 per cent, of primary chronic Bright's disease were com- 
plicated with it. "It generally is of the croupous or lobar 
kind, and here again the eldferly people whom it kills are often 
only found to be the subjects of granular kidney " (interstitial 
or chronic diffuse nephritis, contracted or cirrhotic kidney), " in 
the post-mortem theatre." * The occurrence of a pneumonia, 
then, in a patient over forty years of age, should be regarded 
with a suspicion of the presence of chronic Bright's disease. 

c. Cerebral Jhemorrhage. Wilks and Moxon assert that in 75 
per cent, of chronic Bright's disease this occurs. They also 
state that the hemorrhage in these cases is very great, and that 
it often occurs in persons who, up to the time of this accident, 
have been supposed to be in perfect health. Bamberger agrees 
with them, and also calls attention to the great size of the 
hemorrhages, and to the frequency with which the renal dis- 
ease escapes observation during life. 

d. Chronic meningitis ' appears to occur very frequently with 
chronic Bright's disease when the latter has existed for some 
time, more often indeed than in connection with any other 
disease. 

e. Pericarditis, When this is present unassociated with 
rheumatism, pneumonia, pleurisy, or the exanthemata, it is al- 
most invariably associated with chronic inflammation of the 
kidneys. 

f. Peritonitis. When this occurs without some local disease 
to account for it, without uterine or puerperal causes, or the 
exanthemata, or a pleurisy, it most likely, instead of being idio- 
pathic, is due to chronic Bright's disease.' 

g. Pleurisy^ especially when double, is encountered most 
often in phthisis, tuberculosis, or chronic Bright's disease. 

h. Cirrhosis of the liver is quite often accompanied by the 
small, atrophic, granular or cirrhotic kidney. 

> Bamberger, loc. oit * Delafield, loo. oit. 
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i. The presence of aortic and mitral regurgitation occurring 
singly or together without a previous history of rheumatism ; 
or of the occurrence of any of the exanthemata, or of typhus 
or typhoid or severe malarial fevers ; of pleurisy or pneu- 
monia ; of alcoholism or syphilis ; or of physical strain — war- 
rants the assumption that the lesions and the signs significant 
of them may have been produced by high tension continued 
for some time, and taken in connection with other signs which 
are likely to be present, the signs of valvular insuflSciency may 
have their place in enabling us to arrive at the diagnosis of 
chronic Bright's disease when the indications of its presence 
are obscure. It should be also remembered in support of this 
proposition that aortic disease is most constant in those " turned 
forty " and upward ; that mitral regurgitation, although com- 
mon through life, is met most frequently in my experience 
after forty. Mitral stenosis is an infrequent lesion except where 
there exists a direct history of some one of the causes of valvu- 
lar disease. 

o. Age. — The age of the patient is of some aid in arriving at 
the diagnosis of chronic nephritis. According to Bamberger's 
statistics the small kidney is found most frequently between 
the ages of forty and seventy. Dickinson * states that " After 
thirty and toward the approach of forty it becomes more com 
mon, and at about fifty obtains its greatest mortality; It how- 
ever is very destructive for the whole time between forty and 
sixty, after which, though productive of a much smaller number 
of deaths, it continues to number its victims to the extreme 
limits of life." A few cases are reported of having occurred 
early in life. 

jp. Heredity. — ^I think that there can be no question but that 
a heredity is present in many of the cases of Bright's disease, and 
I have been surprised, in inquiring into the histories of parents 
and grandparents of patients sufficiently intelligent, how often 
this occurs. Dickinson' gives details of an ancient house in 
England in which it was very evident through three genera- 

1 Loo. cit., p. 376. * Loc cit., p. 378. 
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tions, and possibly in many more. Delafield * states : " There 
seems to be a disposition in certain families toward the devel- 
opment of the disease. I do not know that yon can say that 
the disease is, strictly speaking, a hereditary one, but you will 
very often find in the same family a very considerable number 
of examples of it. In a family consisting of a number of 
brothers and sisters, if one suffers from the disease, you will 
very often find that other brothers and sisters of the same 
family suffer from it, although you can hardly say it is trans- 
mitted from father to son. The disease also seems to have 
a certain relationship to chronic pulmonary phthisis, that is, in 
some families in which phthisis is developed, other members 
of that family who do not suffer from phthisis will suffer from 
chronic diffuse nephritis. '* 

Tyson' mentions a remarkable instance of hereditary trans- 
mission which had recently come under his notice, in which 
eleven members of one family were affected with chronic 
Bright's disease. 

2'. The resiience of the patient in city or country, — Statistics 
force this upon one's attention. If any one should become 
familiar with the health of a district situated at a considerable 
distance from any large city, he will be astonished at the infre- 
quency of chronic Bright's disease, which occurs frequently in 
cities. I have had opportunities for knowing quite well the 
health of a rural district not in the vicinity of any large city, 
and I know that very few deaths have occurred in that place 
from chronic kidney disease for the past ten years, and it has 
been a very exceptional thing to even see a case of chronic dif- 
fuse nephritis. The explanation of this freedom from chronic 
Bright's disease seems to me to be explained by the mode of 
life of the people. 

I have now presented to you the means at our disposal for 
the early diagnosis of chronic Bright's disease, and, to recapit- 
ulate, they are as follows : 

1. The subjective symptoms of chronic Bright's disease. 

> Boberts* Notes on Leotazes of Delafield, 1881, p. 29d. 

* Bright's Disease and Diabetes, i^ 106. Philadelphia, 1881. 

7 



98 2Vanaaction8 of the 

2. The objective signs of chronic Bright's disease. 

3. The diseases appearing as complications or as sequences 
of chronic Bright's disease. 

4t. Heredity. 

5. Age. 

6. Life residence of the patient, whether urban or rural. 

I shall now ask your attention to the reports of some six 
cases, from which I think some conclusions may be deduced 
that will enable the diagnosis of the most common form of 
chronic Bright's disease — the small, ati*ophic or granular kid- 
ney — ^to be made in its functional, ^forming, or initial stage. 
I shall not claim that the signs by which this diagnosis can be 
made are always to be found preceding every case of the atro- 
phic or granular kidney, but I do believe that in the small kid- 
ney, so commonly encountered in cities, the conditions that I 
shall mention almost invariably precede the appearance of the 
symptoms and signs which are considered diagnostic of the 
small kidney. 

The histories of the six cases I have referred to are as 
follows : 

Case I. — J , first seen by me in 1874. Heredity of gout 

and Bright's disease. Was fifty-four years of age when first 
seen. For three years monthly examinations of his urine were 
made. Until within the last year of his life the specific gravity 
of his urine was always high — 1030 to 1036 — and no albumen 
was at this period ever found. Abundant deposits of ordi- 
nary cayenne pepper crystals of uric acid were present. No 
casts and no sugar. In the last year of his life the specific 
gravity of the urine dropped to 1010 and continued at about 
this degree. Occasionally small quantities of albumen were 
present. At this time the uric acid crystals changed from the 
halbert shape to the cask-like shape. The amount of urine 
passed daily in the first two years of the time that he was 
under my care, when I could prevail upon him to save it, was 
rarely more than a qaart Twice in the last year of his life 
he passed at one time sixty-five ounces, and at another eighty 
ounces. During the entire period of three years there were 
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always present the signs of hypertrophy of the left ventricle 
and a pulse of high tension, and tortuous, thickened radial and 
temporal arteries. About eight months before death an aortic 
regurgitant murmur was discovered for the first time, but this 
was inconstant, though when heard very distinct. He died 
very suddenly one day, with symptoms of angina pectoris, 
before I could reach his bedside, although I was in the vicinity 
at the time of the attack. Acute dilatation of the heart was 
probably the cause of death. No autopsy. 

Case II. — A dentist, aged forty-four years, came under ob- 
servation in 1875. Much troubled then with dyspepsia and 
inability to lie on left side.* During a period of two and a 
half years his urine invariably was of a high specific gravity, 
sometimes 1035 to 1040, containing no sugar and no albumen, 
with abundant precipitate of uric acid crystals, form not men- 
tioned in the notes. During the years 1878 and 1879 he com- 
plained often of considerable pain over the precordia with 
sense of suffocation. In the fall of 1879 had a very severe 
attack of bronchitis, and then for the first time albumen ap- 
peared in his urine with some few granular casts, but the spe- 
cific gravity, although much lower, 1020-1025, did not fall to 
1010-1015 until after the attack of bronchitis had terminated. 
He then passed large quantities of urine, at one time ninety- 
two ounces in the twenty-four hours. Examination in the 
spring of 1879 revealed the presence of hypertrophy of the 
left ventricle mitral regurgitation, and thickening of the walls 
of the radial and temporal arteries. High arterial tension was 
present throughout his case. Patient left town in spring of 
1880, and died in a few months in coma. No autopsy. 

Casb III. — ^M , came to me in the spring of 1876, with 

urine of high specific gravity, 1030-1035. The amount passed 
by him daily, at this period, averaged forty o,unces. Uric acid 
cayenne pepper crystals, shape not recorded, were almost in- 

' This has been an early symptom accompanying increased arterial tension. 
I have found it very frequently when there were no signs of any heart dis- 
ease by physical examination. It seems to me to be connected with the 
b^finning of hypertrophy or dilatation. 
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variably present. I was unable at any time to say that he had 
hypertrophy of the left ventricle. It was very difficult to ob- 
tain traces of his pulse, since the radials were very deeply situ- 
ated. There was always present, however, high arterial ten- 
sion, and the accompanying trace taken from the temporal 
artery very well shows that. 

A peculiarity iu this case was the presence of Cheyne-Stokes 
respiration for eighteen mouths before his death. 
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Some time during the year 1878 the urine assumed a lower 
specific gravity ; contained a trace of albumen ; occasionally 
granular oaets, and the quantity of the nrine increased to eighty 
ounces, and even more on some days. In December of 1879 
this gentleman died of a very extensive cerebral hemorrhage. 

At the autopsy the kidneys were small and very characteris- 
tic specimens of the granular kidney ; hypertrophy of the left 
ventricle was found, the walls of that ventricle being an inch 
in thickness. Endarteritis chronica was extensively present, 
and the Cheyne-Stokes respiration of long duration was ex- 
plained by the very atheromatous condition of the arteries sup- 
plying the medulla. 

Cask IT. — D , aged thirty-five or thirty-six years, and 

has been under my observation for five years. He came to me 
in 1876 with symptoms of chronic gastric catarrh. At this time 
he was passing urine of high specific gravity, 1030 and up- 
ward, containing no sugar and no albumen, but an abundant 
deposit of uric acid crystals, and at times of oxalate of lime. 
He was very auEemic, and insisted upon it that he was suffering 
from malarial poisoning, which was not the case. The amount 
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of urine passed in this period of his case was never estimated. 
No heredity could be obtained. In 1878 I lost sight of him 
for three months, and when he returned I found that the urine 
presented a low specific gravity, never above 1018 and usually 
below 1015. Albumen was found at this timq in the latter 
part of the day only, after meals. The quantity of urine 
passed was very much increased, and in the year 1879 he 
would often pass from eighty to one hundred ounces of urine 
in twenty-four hours. The radial and temporal arteries 
were thickened, and the blood tension high. I never have 
been able, however, to discover any hypertrophy of the left 
ventricle, and perhaps its absence may be explained to a 
certain degree by his profound ansBmia. He is still under ob- 
servation. 

Case Y. — L , aged fifty-five years at time of death. 

Came under my observation in fall of 1879. Had led a very 
active life. His urine was always of high specific gravity, 
1030 and upward. Contained uric acid crystals occasionally. 
No albumen. "Frequent examinations of the urine were made 
during the spring and fall of 1880, and the urine always 
presented the same appearances as mentioned. No further 
examinations were made until in the spring of 1881, when 
he had an attack of gout. The urine then presented the same 
appearances mentioned. Soon after this, syncopal attacks ap- 
peared, which I discovered to be due to excessively high arterial 
tension. At this time albumen was fii*st discovered in the 
urine ; the specific gravity varied from 1010 to 1015, and a 
few granular casts were found. In the progress of this case 
from the spring of 1881 to the spring of 1882, time of death, 
the specific gravity of the urine varied much, sometimes as 
high as 1030, and again as low as 1010. The quantity of urine 
was sometimes much increased and sometimes diminished. 
The patient died in an attack of angina jpectoris. 
. At the autopsy were found kidneys presenting the lesions of 
chronic difliuse nephritis in which contraction had not begun. 
The arteries, small and large, were generally atheromatous. 

Case YI. — H has been under my observation since 1873. 
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Frequent examinations of his urine have been made in that 
time — at least one every two or three months. The urine has 
alwaj's been of a high specific gravity (1030 and upward), con- 
taining uric acid cayenne pepper crystals, but no albumen, no 
sugar, and no casts. In 1876 and 1877, when I began to 
make frequent use of the sphygmograph, I found that his 
pulse presented the signs of high tension. It was at this time 
that he began to complain of inability to lie on his left side at 
night. Frequent examination^ showed no valvular disease of 
the heart. In 1878 I could appreciatfe hypertrophy of the 
left ventricle, and by the end of that year a mitral regurgitant 
murmur could be heard at times, not being always present, but 
when present could be heard behind as well as in front. In 
the spring of 1879, before his departure for Europe, albumen 
could be found at times in his urine, likewise granular casts. 
At the present time he presents many of the signs of chronic 
Bright's disease. The arterial tension is always high. There 
is present hypertrophy of the left ventricle, with a mitral 
murmur more or less constant. He passes large quantities of 
urine, as a rule, with low specific gravity, and with albumen at 
times, and occasionally a few granular casts. Sometimes the 
quantity of urine greatly diminishes, and the specific gravity 
rises to 1020-1030. He is ansamic, has subconjunctival oedema, 
flatulent dyspepsia, insomnia, etc., and in all probability has 
chronic Bright's disease — ^the small kidney. He is fifty-one 
years of age. 

Besides the cases which I have related, I have at least six 
more with histories almost as complete as No. 6, now under 
observation, and in which, although the symptoms and signs 
usually considered as diagnostic of the small kidney have not, 
thus far, " come out " or declared themselves, yet I feel very 
positive that before long they will be found to be present. 
The points in the above cases to which I especially wish to 
direct your attention are as follows : 

a. The persistently high specific gravity of the urine — not a 
high specific gravity of one specimen of urine, but of the whole 
amount passed, or of specimens taken at different times of the 
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day — which precedes the appearance of the low specific 
gravity so common to chronic Bright's disease. It will be 
found that it is extremely difficult to reduce this by any 
remedies. 

b. The very frequent presence of the large crystals of uric 
acid, and more occasionally of ciystals of oxalate of lime/ 

c. The persistent presence of high arterial tension. 

d. The early discovery of the beginning hypertrophy of the 
left ventricle. 

e. The occurrence of the murmurs denoting valvular in- 
sufficiency, aortic and mitral regurgitation, which apparently 
are the result of the high arterial tension; the aortic regurgi- 
tation being due to an aortitis deformans (sometimes an aortic 
direct murmur occurs with this, and is due to the same cause), 
the mitral regurgitation being due to the dilatation of the left 
ventricle. 

f. The early detection of endarteritis chronica. It appeared 
to me, after having studied the above conditions, that one 
might be allowed to infer that there was a forming or initial 
stage of chronic Bright's disease, and that one might predict 
the ultimate appearance of the signs and symptoms of chronic 
inflammation of the kidneys in patients presenting the condi- 
tions I have given, ai;id that, if one would take into considera- 
tion the heredity, the age of the patient, and the mode of life 
of the patient, a presumptive diagnosis of a ^Afunctional," 
forming or initial stage of chronic Bright's disease might be 
made. 

I was not aware, at the time that this thought occurred to me, 
that any one else had recognized or interpreted these signs in 
this way ; indeed, when I began this essay I did not know that 
anything had been done by others in this direction. I there- 

1 Since Anfrecht has called attentioxi to the significance of hyaline casts, I 
have looked oyer mj book of nrinaxy ezaminationB and find mention made 
of the frequent appearance of hyaline casts in urines of high specific grayity, 
and in urines containing the crystals of uric add and oxalate of lime, Un- 
fortunately the test of acetio acid was not appUed, but I think sinoe the hya- 
line casts were almost inyariably found, that they may prove to be of some 
assistance in diagnoiiiu 
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fore ask jonr attention to what has been written on this sub- 
ject by otters. 

Dr. Morchison * after referring to his own opinion, quotes 
from Dr. Qeorge Johnson in support of his views : " Again, 
we find that functional derangement of the liver resulting in 
lithsemia, with dyspeptic symptoms such as those which I have 
described, is a common cause of the contracted, granular, or 
gouty kidney. Our colleague Dr. George Johnson, one of the 
greatest living authorities on diseases of the kidneys, thus 
writes respecting the causes of this form of Bright's disease : 
^ It is often associated with the gouty diathesis, as one of its 
synonyms indicates ; and it is of common occurrence in per- 
sons who eat and drink to excess, or who, not being intemper- 
ate in food or drink, suffer from certain forms of dyspepsia, 
without the complication of gouty paroxysms.' And further 
on, in the lecture from which I have just quoted, he observes : 
^Dyspepsia is frequently associated with this form of dis- 
ease, sometimes as a cause, sometimes as a consequence. You 
may often learn that a patient of strictly temperate habits has 
for months or years suffered from pain or uneasiness after 
food, flatulent distention of the stomach or bowels, habitual 
looseness or irregularity of the bowels, constipation and diar- 
rhoea alternately. With this, there is often turbidity of the 
urine, which is high-colored, excessively acid, and deposits 
urates abundantly. After a time, the urine, which had been 
scanty, becomes more copious, of pale color, of low specific 
gravity, and is found to contain albumen and granular casts. 
In such a case probably renal degeneration is a consequence of 
the I-ong-contintied elimination of products of faulty digestion 
through the kidneys. 1 have seen this sequence of events so 
frequently, that I have no doubt as to their causative relation- 
ship. Dyspeptic symptoms, such as I have described, and con- 
sequent renal degeneration, are in some cases excited or greatly 
aggravated by habitual excess of alcohol.' " " 

1 Clinical Leotnxes on Biseaaea of the Liver, p. 678. Second Edition. New 
York, 1877. 

* British Medioal Journal, 1873, vol i, pp. 161, 191. 
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Dr. Parkes ^ called attention to the fact that the antecedents 
of chronic Bright's disease are often those which arise from 
disturbances of the function of the stomach and liver, and that 
dyspeptic symptoms often appear before the renal. 

Dr. Robert Saundby, a most excellent authority, m an article 
entitled " The Functional Stage of the Granular Kidney," * 
writes : '^ Bright's disease, like other diseases, originates in a 
functional disturbance, but in an essentially chronic disturb- 
ance which takes half the lifetime in many cases to effect the 
structural changes which are capable of anatomical demonstra- 
tion. This disturbance is primarily in the digestive organs, 
and results in the imperfect oxidation of nitrogenous material, 
a function which recent observations have shown to be chiefly 
located in the liver. This imperfectly oxidized material circu- 
lating in the blood has a directly stimulating effect upon the 
kidneys (Heidenhain), maintaining in them a constant state of 
functional hypersemia, and, by increasing the general capillary 
resistance, raises the systemic blood-pressure so as to keep up 
a permanent strain on the organs of circulation. These condi- 
tions are necessarily aggravated if, as so often happens, the 
bowels are sluggish. Such a state of things is immediately 
characterized by dyspepsia, constipation, lassitude, headache, 
muscular pains, coldness of the extremities, tendency to pha- 
ryngeal or tracheal catarrh, and, later on, results in cardiac di- 
latation and hypertrophy, dyspnoea, chronic bronchitis, chronic 
gastric catarrh, arterio-capillary fibrosis, aortic valvulitis, inter- 
stitial nephritis: finally, coming death by rupture of small 
vessel or failure of the heart or kidneys, or an intercurrent 
attack of an inflammatory kind to which the tissues in such 
cases seem especially prone.'' 

It is apropos of the remarks of Saundby to quote those 
of Bamberger * in regard to the causation of secondary Brigbt's 
disease : " The poisons manufactured in the system itself are 
probably more important factors in the production of chronic 

^Med. Times and Gaz., April 22, 1854 

> Birmingham Medical Beview, p. 877, April, 1880. 

'Loc. cit. 
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Bright's disease than those external to it. They are the pro- 
ducts of self-infection caused by the absorption of organic 
material destroyed by suppuration or gangrene, and of the 
lowly organized, rapidly proliferating bodies which cling closely 
to it. In this form we have scrofula, tuberculosis, and 
phthisis, caries and necrosis of bones, suppurative inflammation 
of the joints, skin, subcutaneous connective tissue, ulcerating 
cancers, and typhoid ulcers of the bowels, etc. More than a 
third of all of the secondaiy forms of chronic Bright's disease 
may probably be referred to it." 

From the data presented in this communication I think that 
the following conclusions may be permitted : 

1. That die diagnosis of chronic Bright's disease can be 
made with much certainty if a thorough examination be made 
of all the symptoms and signs presented ; that a very consid- 
erable aid is afforded in the diagnosis by the condition of 
arterial tension and by certain conditions of the heart and 
blood-vessels, by the quantity of the urine passed and its speci- 
fic gravity, and by the disturbances in nutrition and complica- 
tions which may supervene. 

2. That it is very probable that the diagnosis of the presence 
of chronic Bright's disease can be made when the ordinary 
well-known conditions of the urine common to chronic Bright's 
disease are not present or have not appeared, and when no evi- 
dences of oedema, anasarca, or ursemia can be found. In such 
cases the urine is of a high specific gravity, 1020 to 1036, con- 
tains abundant deposits persistently of oxalate of lime and 
uric acid crystals modified or not with hyaline casts, and much 
granular matter. Albumen may be entirely absent or only 
occasionally found. In these cases increased arterial tension is 
present with accentuation of the aortic second sound and per- 
haps beginning hypertrophy of the left ventricle, and not in- 
frequently aortic murmurs or a mitral regurgitant may be 
heard. Associated invariably with these signs we find naso- 
pharyngeal, bronchial, or gastric catarrh. Emphysema is fre- 
quently met with, and bronchitis, pneumonia, and cerebral hem- 
orrhage are of very common occurrence. I have been much 
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gurprised to find how frequently heredity exists, and this may 
assist somewhat in diagnosis. 

3. That it would seem that we ai'6 justified in claiming that a 
diathesis or tendency to ohronio Bright's disease may be made 
out. The evidences in support of such a claim are as follows : 
Heredity ; the presence, as a rule, of urine of a higher specific 
gravity than the normal ; the frequent presence of crystals of 
oxalate of lime and aric acid in the urine ; frequent appear- 
ance of hyaline casts with granular matter ; the occasional 
appearance of albumen in the urine for a few days ; the pres- 
ence of high arterial tension from time to time, and changes 
in the heart in consequence of the increased arterial tension ; 
the occurrence of non-pharyngeal, bronchial, gastric, or intes- 
tinal catarrh, and of emphysema. 

Observations to demonstrate a tendency to chronic Bright's 
disease must, of course, be carried on for a very considerable 
period of time. 



ON SPONTANEOUS VERSION AND EVOLUTION IN SHOULDER 

AND ARM PRESENTATION, ETO. 

Bt L B. TAYLOR, H.D. 

^ (Bead April 7, 1881.) 

* 

Mr. Prebidbnt and Fbllows of thb New York Academy 
OF Mbdioinb: 

Thb paper I propose to ask your attention to this evening 
was read before the Section of Obstetrics of the Academy, 
November 26, 1880. By a resolution of the Section I was re- 
quested to present it for your consideration. Accepting the 
compliment of the Section, I most cheerfully comply with their 
wishes. 

The experience obtained from the cases I shall relate will 
assist to elucidate the object in view. 

I offer first a few remarks on the spontaneous evolution and 
version the foetus undergoes in shoulder and arm presentation, 
and the management of such cases without the sacrifice of the 
child. 

The two principal objects I have in view are, Mrat : To 
consider the retractive power of the uterus, and consequent 
recession of the child, as aiding or producing, whether in the 
uterus or in the pelvic cavity, the partial or complete version or 
evolution of the foetus, and the natural delivery of the child. 

Second: To suggest a method of treatment which will 
avoid mutilation of the infant, especially in those cases where 
the shoulder with the arm protruding is low down in the exca- 
vation of the pelvis, or external to it, when spontaneous evolu- 
tion could not, under any circumstances, take place, and where 
traction on the arm or attempts at version could not succeed. 

Cask L — QeneraUy contracted peLvie — Premature labor in- 
stituted at eight months — Ce^haUc presentation — Complete 
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spontaneotM evolution or version of the child — Natural de- 
livery. — On February 15, 1880, 1 was requested to visit Mrs. 

S , who was eight months pregnant ; third pregnancy ; aged 

thirty-five. Her first confinement terminated unfavorably; 
convulsions existed, and the child was sacrificed, version having 
been performed. The second pregnancy: premature labor 
was produced at six and three-quarter months; child lived 
only a few days. Acquainted with the defect of the pelvis, 
premature labor was induced at twelve o'clock. At half-past 
twelve labor had fairly commenced, and at five p.m. the os uteri 
was dilated fully three-fourths of its diameter. Membranes 
were intact, and the bag of water full and large. Membranes 
ruptured ; a considerable discharge of water followed, and 
continued to flow for more than an hour. Head presenting, 
though previous to the commencement of labor it was lying 
on the left iliac fossa. The labor progressed till 8 p. m. As 
there had been no progress made since the rupture of the mem - 
branes, and the head was well adapted to the superior strait, 
and from the extreme desire of the parents to have a living 
child I decided to effect the delivery, or rather aid it by the 
forceps. My friend, Dr. Burchard, joined me and gave the 
ansBsthetic. Forceps easily applied, and gentle traction made 
during a pain to engage the head in the superior strait. Be- 
. lieving that this object had been accomplished, the forceps were 
removed. As no advance was made in ten or fifteen minutes, 
they were reapplied. After the application, and before any 
effort at traction was made, an examination recognized the 
forearm of the child along side of the head. With this change 
I decided to produce version. After anointing my hand 
with the intention of introducing it into the vagina, while 
assisting external version with the other, I was surprised to 
feel no head within the reach of my finger. Dr. Burchard 
also recognized the fact, and immediately afterward a foot 
was touched, and the head was at the fundus of the uterus. The 
complete evolution, or version in uterOj was almost instantane- 
ous. In a few minutes the child was delivered living, re- 
quiring, however, prompt attention ; weight, eight and one-half 
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pounds. There was no external manipnlation by the hand, 
nor was the hand in the vagina. The evolution or version 
was quick and decided. 

Case II. — Contraction at ths superior strait of one and 
threefourthe inch — CcBsarean section to be performed — Spon- 
taneous version or evolution occurring while on the operating- 
table — Partial cephcdic presentation — Craniotomy and cranio- 
clasm. — This was an Italian dwarf, twenty years of age, hav- 
ing a deformity of the pelvis in the superior strait of one and 
three-fourths inch. Patient in Beilevue Hospital. March, 
1861, it had been decided by consultation with my colleagues 
that Cffisarean section should be performed. At 8 a. m. an 
examination revealed the head of the child partly presenting. 
Liquor amnii evacuated at 10 a. m., the hour for the operation. 
Having been examined by several of the gentlemen present, 
the head was found to be in the same position as at 8 a. m. 
When, just before proceeding with the incision of the abdo- 
men, a vaginal examination was made, the leg of the child 
was found lying across the entrance of the superior strait. 
This was immediately seized and brought down, and the child 
was delivered by craniotomy and cranioclasm instead of the 
Csesarean section. In this case the spontaneous evolution or 
version was accomplished imperceptibly, while preparing for 
the abdominal delivery. 

Case III. — Tedious labor — Cephalic presentation — Appli- 
cation of the forceps at the superior strait — By the retraxition 
of the uterus the head of the child was freed from the forceps 
a/nd spontaneous evolution or version was recognized as having 
taken place. — In consultation with Dr. Oliver White, April, 
1865. Patient aged thirty-six. Labor had existed for several 
hours. Head presentation, first position, and at the superior 
strait. Waters evacuated for fully ten hours. Pains appeared 
efficient though short. It was decided to overcome the diffi- 
culty, if possible, by the instruments. Application easy. The 
instruments appeared to be well and properly adjusted on the 
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head of the child. Slight traction was made for some minutes 
during the contraction. After a contraction the forceps were 
noticed as having lost their grip, and though retained in the 
hand and held gently without any compression upon them, they 
came away. I was much astonished at this circumstance, as I 
do not recall an instance, under similar circumstances, where 
the forceps had slipped after their application. In this instance 
they were clearly removed from their purchase by the retractive 
power of the uterus after a contraction. On examination, a 
foot and the breech were found to occupy the superior strait 
instead of the head. Shortly afterward the child was delivered 
living. 

Cask IV. — Tedious lahor — Arm protrudmg externally — 
shoulder in the cavity oj^ the pelvis — Spontaneous evolutio7i or 
version of the child — Child dead. — During the spring of 1861, 1 
was sent for to visit a patient at Bellevne Hospital with shoulder 
presentation, arm external. On seeing the patient I recognized 
the arm protruding and the shoulder as filling the cavity of 
the pelvis and within a short distance of the perineum. This 
condition of affairs had existed for over an hour. As the 
shoulder was not external, I decided to try and accomplish the 
delivery of the child, if possible, while under an anaesthetic, 
by version. My house physician was requested to notify the 
house staff to be present. On examination, just as he was going 
to invite the staff, I found a partial evolution or version taking 
place, and requested him to remain. In a few minutes the 
breech was found presenting, and during a slight contraction was 
engaged in the pelvis. In a few moments more the child was de- 
livered still-born. Its weight was about six and one-half pounds. 

It might seem almost a useless task to enter upon or even 
suggest a different explanation than that which has been ren- 
dered of these rare and important cases of spontaneous evolu- 
tion of the fcetus where the shoulder is in the pelvic cavity, 
arm protruding, or external to it. 

It is more than a century since Denman first called the at- 
tention of the profession to a " new order of events " in cases 
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of this nature, and he gave the name of spontaneous evolu- 
tion to the important change which the foetal ovoid made from 
being a shoulder presentation, arm external, the shoulder either 
jutting into the superior strait, or in the pelvic cavity, and even 
pressing or resting low down on the perineum. The title 
which Denman gave to the class of cases that he witnessed 
and the rationale he gave was called in question by Douglas, 
of Dublin, in 1810 (though the fact had long been known and 
acknowledged before Dr. Douglas and others denied that 
such a method of delivery as Denman advanced ever existed), 
who claimed it was at variance with the true mechanism of 
these cases. At the present day there still exists a difference 
of opinion respecting the meaning of the expression of sponta- 
neous evolution, and its proper or correct application to either 
Denman's or Douglas' rationale of what these individually saw 
of the cases under their charge. 

Dr. Douglas, in his celebrated essay " On the Real Process 
of Spontaneous Evolution of the Foetus," published in 1811 — 
forty years after Denman's first recorded cases in 1772 — and 
republished in 1844, created after so long an interval of time 
considerable sensation and discussion, and changed materially 
the views and opinions which Denman had given to the medical 
profession. It was then generall}' believed that the explanation 
of Douglas was correct, and that he had shown and proved 
that the views of Denman were wrong, Douglas considered 
that Denman's explication was not only wrong, but " purely 
theoretical and hypothetical," and frankly admitted that he 
" could not comprehend the solution of Denman's explanation, 
and that if he believed in them he should despair of such an 
event taking place as a spontaneous evolution." 

Since the published essay of Douglas, a more extensive 
experience and close study of these cases has demonstrated 
that Douglas, as well as othera accepting his explanation, had 
not understood as clearly as they should have done the views 
of Denman respecting the description of the cases he saw and 
considered in comparison with the cases which Douglas and 

others had witnessed* 

8 
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To appreciate the great difference of opinion respecting the 
class of cases referred to by these anthorities, and to estimate 
properly the explanations which they have rendei*ed, it may be 
well to present an illostration from each of them, as showing 
the rationale of their cases. I select the first case of Denman 
in 1772 : " The arm of the child was presenting. The two phy- 
sicians in attendance attempted to tarn, and extract by the 
feet, bat the pains were so strong as to prevent the introdac- 
tion of the hand into the aterus. I foand the arm mnch 
swollen and pashed through the external parts in sach a man- 
ner that the shoalder merely reached the perineam. The wo- 
man straggled violently with the pains, and daring their con- 
tinuance I perceived the shonlder of the child to descend. 
Concluding that the child was small and would pass doubled 
through the pelvis, I desired one of the gentlemen to sit 
down and receive it. I remained, however, at the bedside till 
the child was expelled, and I was very, much surprised to 
find that the breech and inferior extremities were expelled 
first, and before the head, as if the case had been originally a 
presentation of the inferior extremities." 

In this case of Denmau's, it is evident that the shoulder of the 
child was external to the uterus and inside the pelvis, and rest- 
ing on the perineum internally. In explanation of this occnr- 
rence, Denman says : ^^ The body does not come doubled, but 
the breech is the part first delivered, and the head last." 

In selecting the expression or title of ^ spontaneous evolu- 
tion " to explain his meaning of the act^ or change of position 
of the child, Denman says : ^^ To some it appeared objection- 
able, but I could not fix upon one better to explain my mean- 
ing. I only intended to say that the * series of events ' termin- 
ating in an evolution of the child, were wholly independent of 
the practitioner, and not that this was produced from any im- 
pulse or exertion of the body moved." It was this change of 
position of the child, as the shoulder was in or occupying the 
pelvic cavity, and not external or outside of the pelvic cavity, 
arm protruding, and the child delivered by the breech first, that 
Douglas endeavored to controvert, and to prove that it was er* 
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roneoas, jndging from the cases which he himself had wit- 
nessed. Of the seven cases recorded by Doaglas, there is no 
complete relation like Denman's by which we have a clear 
nnderstanding of them, and* we have to rest solely on his 
rationale or explication. 

As an instance, ^ An arm protruded, the evolation took 
place while I was deliberating on the employment of means 
to moderate the violent action of the ntems before I proceeded 
to turn." 

Case 3, ^* Arm protruding. In about two hours, and five 
hoiirs only from the commencement of the labor, the evolution 
was complete." 

Case 4 is the most important of all his cases, in 1814. This 
was a twin case. The second twin, ^^arm protruded. On ex« 
amination I found so much of the chest of the child engi^ed 
in the pelvis, and likewise the action of the uterus so powerful 
that I made no attempt to turn. The evolution was effected 
in one hour." With this experience, Douglas says " he could 
not comprehend how successive repetitions of the same propel- 
ling power, in contractions of the uterus, which forced the child 
in this situation, should subsequently at any period produce a 
counter-effect, causing the shoulder to retreat or recede into 
the uterus.'' ^* The fact is, the shoulder and thorax thus low 
and impacted) instead of receding into the uterus, are at each 
successive pain forced still lower, until the ribs of that side 
corresponding with the protruding arm press on the perineum 
and cause it to assume the same form as it would by the 
pressure of the forehead in a natural labor. At tliis pe* 
riod not only the entire arm, but the shoulder can be per- 
ceived externally, as the clavicle is laying under the arch of 
the pubes. By further uterine contraction the ribs are forced 
more forward, appearing at the 08 externum as the vertex 
would in a natural labor." It is evident Douglas did not be« 
lieve that recession of the child could take place in these kind 
of cases. Kor do I see how he could, and I must therefore 
coincide with him; as by the continuous and successive con 
tractions of the uterus there was no time allotted the child to 
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recede, either by its own raoveraeiit or by the relaxation of the 
iiteniB. 

Denman, in response to the rationale, or explication of the 
cases which Donglas saw, in his letter, October 10, 1814, re- 
marks : 

" In yonr practice I presume you have met with many in- 
stances of it, but it may be supposed that one case would not 
be sufficient authority for forming an axiom, and determining 
the general question. The fact is a distinct question; the 
manner of the evolution is another. For the former I am not 
answerable, but I certainly have remained responsible for the 
explanation of the manner. If there* be an error in the ex- 
planation, others may also err in their opinions." 

It is clear that the views and opinions of Dougla'^ had not 
changed Denman's opinions on the subject, but appeared rather 
to establish them more firmly in his mind; 

In the first published statement of Denman's, 1772, on the 
subject of cases of shoulder presentation, and the child coming 
doubled similar to Douglas, he remarks : " He has seen prema- 
ture and small children often expelled in a doubled-up state, 
whatever might be the original presentation, when the pelvis 
was well formed, but that case is a difEerent one to that we 
are discussing.*' 

From Denman's remarks, and his reasons for the term 
adopted to express his understanding of the process of deliv- 
ery, he evidently believed in two entirely different classes of 
cases — one delivered by a spontaneous or natural evolution, the 
other delivered naturally by expulsion, though doubled up. 
Douglas believed only in one method of evolution. No onCj I 
presume, will undertake to gainsay the truthfulness which 
Douglas gave of the cases which he himself saw. His descrip- 
tion has not been more clearly given, though others have at- 
tempted to do so. Nor, on the other hand, can the fidelity 
of the description of the cases which Denman witnessed 
be called in question. Douglas, nevertheless, informs us 
<' that no practitioner will again have the opportunity of wit- 
nessing a process such as Denman has described." By this 
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remark of Douglas it must be apparent there can be no spon- 
taneous evolution if the child's shoulder is in the cavity of the 
pelvis, and here is the issue I shall endeavor to controvert, 
both by cases of eminent authorities and my own. 

By some of the Continental obstetricians tjie title which Den- 
man gave to his cases, though difiEering so materially from Doug- 
las, which Douglas yet accepted for the explanation of liis 
own, is still applied to such eases as Douglas recognized, and 
are spoken of as cases of spontaneous evolution. From the ex- 
planation which Denman gave of his cases, shoulder inside of 
the pelvis, he applied the. name of spontaneous evolution ; but, 
he says, he was in doubt about the correctness of the title. 
Douglas himself had no doubt, for he says, "I wish to retain 
the appellation of spontaneous evolution, both because the 
fact is known by the form, and because it appears to me more 
suitable than that of expulsion." 

It is somewhat singular that Murphy, Leischman, Hodge, 
and others consider that Douglas spoke of his cases as cases 
of spontaneous expulsion, while he decidedly disclaims it, but 
says that the fact is known by the form. Evolution. 

Velpeau, writing as late as 1852 on this subject, informs us 
that the nature and mechanism of spontaneous evolution are 
still badly Understood. Chailly, on the same subject about the 
same time, asberts that evolution is better understood than 
spontaneous version. 

Different interpretations have been given to the word evolu- 
tion respecting the manner or method, how the child is deliv- 
ered in these cases. Little agreement exists also, simple as it 
may appear, as to the proper application of the word. 

Velpeau considered Douglas' cases as "a simple unfolding 
of the body of the child past the presenting part." Playfair 
"that the foetus is expelled by long squeezing through the 
pelvis without the original part being withdrawn." E-adfoi-d, 
"that they are cases of doubling up and expulsion of the 
foetus." He does not accept Den man's meaning or description 
of an evolution of the child when in the pelvic cavity. 

C. Clay wrote a long article on the subject, as editor of the 
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Obstetric Record^ Great Britain, Vol. I., announcing the sin- 
gular opinion, ^'that no Buch ciroumBtance as an evolution 
ever took place either in the pelvis or uterus, except when the 
accoucheur turns the child by his own hand. In such a case 
the body of the child performs an evolution ; with such an ex- 
ception, evolution never occurs, the strict meaning of such a 
term being a turning round of the fcBtus. The term evolution 
is incorrect.*' Olay was a strong advocate of Douglas' view. 
Barnes applies the term to both Denman's and Douglas' cases, 
but he believes that Denman's cases were cases of partial' ver- 
sion, and if so they were not cases of expulsion as Douglas' 
were. Ho does not accord to Douglas any credit. Palmer's 
" Medical Pentaglott Dictionary " defines evolution, in obstet- 
rics, as simply ^^ a movement supposed to be performed by the 
human fcetus a short time previous to its expulsion. It has 
no relation to expulsion. It also n^eaus a gliding or sliding 
upward." We all know by our own experience that expul- 
sion means a driving out, a delivery of the foetus through the 
vulva, by the contractions of the uterus, without a change of 
its original position, " line after line," requiring considerable 
force and sometimes violent action to accomplish it — ^in this 
class of eases of shoulder presentation, Douglas calls it, ^^ a pro- 
digious, continuous action." . Douglas and others consider the 
foetus as a passive body and contributing in no degree to its 
own liberation." Self -evolution of the foetus in utero we now 
rec(^nize, even with the negation of Douglas and others, 
whether cephalic or shoulder presentations, as a frequent 
occurrence of nature before and after labor has been insti- 
tuted. There is nothing strange or extraordinary or singular 
in the evolution of the foetus in the uterus, complete or partial. 
It is . a natural version, and it is as natural a phenomenon as 
spontaneous expulsion is a natural delivery of the child during 
strong contractions of the uterus. Spontaneous evolution of 
shoulder presentation, the arm being external, in the pelvis, or 
even resting low down on the perineum, are simply only partial 
versions of the child in that position. 

Self-evolution or version of the child may occur at any time 
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after the sixth month, and when the accoacheur is present at 
the bedside daring the labor. 

Cephalic has become breech, and breech has become cephalic, 
and this may occur several times daring gestation. Schroeder 
has found such changes as 6 out of 214 — 1 to 36. Tredinat 
as often as 5 out of 60 — 1 to 12. 

The fact of the evolution or vei-sion is one question, and, as 
Denman says, the manner is another. 

There is not one of us who has not noticed, when examining 
females for the purpose of clinical information and instruction, 
how easily extreme version can be performed if the child is 
living. Sometimes it is done by only a few touches of the 
fingers on both sides of the abdomen, and even after the evac- 
nation of the waters. 

Chailly, as well as Clay and others, deny that the foetus in 
utero can undergo an evolution or version from its original 
position after the loss of the waters. The cases I have ad- 
duced attest the incorrectness of that view, as well as the testi- 
mony of others (see Cases Nos. I. and II.). Spontaneous or natu- 
ral version is generally believed to take place when there is a 
large quantity of water, where the f CBtus is not large, where the 
uterus is more oblique, and where the pelvis is badly formed. 

Two methods have been recognized as explaining the fact 
of the evolution in the delivery of the child in the kind of cases 
we are considering, viz. : general and irregular contraction ; 
and to which I shall presume to add a third, viz. : retraction 
of the uterus, recession following, then evolution. The fii-st is 
that which Denman gave, and which was approved by Vel- 
peau and adopted by others as explaining " how " the evolu- 
tion may take place. Den man's explanation is that " by 
the long-continued action of the uterus the body of the 
child is brought into such a compact state as to receive the 
full force of each returning action. The body being too 
large in its doubled up state to pass through the pelvis, the 
uterus pressing upon its inferior extremities, which are the 
only parts capable of being moved, they are forced gradu- 
ally lower, making room as they are pressed down for. the re- 
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ception of some other part into the cavity of the uterus, the 
body turning on its own axis, the breech of the child is ex- 
pelled as in an original presentation of that part." Velpeau, 
respecting uterine contraction producing the evolution, or 
rather partial version, remarks, " when the womb contracts, if 
the foetal ovoid is well placed, it becomes compressed equally 
in every direction ; but if, on the contrary, it is in a deviated 
position its extremities suffer almost alone the whole effort of 
the contraction, and either the head or the breech will be brought 
to the superior strait, or into the pelvis." Caseanx suggested 
a different explanation, and believed that the irregularity of 
the contraction of the uterus is not wholly foreign to such an 
effort as spontaneous evolution or version. It is what the Ger- 
mans have described as partial contraction of the womb, the 
organ appears to contract over a limited part of its extent, the 
remainder remaining entirely inert. In other words, the uterus 
contracts on one side and is relaxed on the other. 

Caseaux is credited with this view of the method, but he 
candidly admits that on his part it is purely theoretical, and 
that he has never witnessed an instance of that kind. 

I fail to grasp the exact meaning of the explanation, as it is 
diflScult to conceive how one-half of the longitudinal muscular 
fibres of the uterus can be in action, as they are the chief mo- 
tive power of the uterus, while the other half is in a state of 
rest. 

From the anatomical arrangement of the muscular structure 
of the uterus it is easy to understand when the circular fibres 
are contracted, the longitudinal may be at rest, and vice 
versa^ although I do not tod cannot deny it, for I have never 
witnessed it. I conceive, however, that an entirely different 
explanation may be offered of how the evolution or version 
may be or is effected sometimes, and as a case or two have 
come recently to my attention as bearing on the subject, I shall 
refer to them. They may be instructive, as elucidating one of 
the methods under consideration, although in both cases the 
shoulder of the child was at the superior strait. 

The following cases will illustrate the opinion of Caseaux 
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respecting tlie nneqnal contractions of the uterus producing 
the evolution after the evacuation of the waters. Very few 
of us may have seen an instance of the kind : 

A woman, aged twenty-eight; fourth pregnancy; full-sized 
pelvis ; at full time ; labor commenced by slight pains. By 
noon next day the pains had assumed an expulsive character ; 
membranes ruptured in the presence of a midwife, who de- 
tected an abnormal presentation. Dr. Genuiel, on being sum- 
moned, found the left arm swollen and hanging from the 
vulva; foetal head in the right iliac fossa; os tightly con- 
tracted around the shoulders. The hand could not be intro- 
duced into the uterus. Decided not to attempt version at that 
time, and resolved to attempt embryotomy. At the end of 
half an hour, having made his preparations, he had his hand 
on the uterus, and was astonished to find that on the left side 
there were strong contractions, while upon the right there were 
none. Thinking, therefore, as the pelvis was large, spontane- 
ous version or evolution might be accomplished, he left the 
case to nature. By 4 p.m., four hours after, the shoulder be- 
gan to recede, and by 4.30 p.m. the breech was presenting. 
The contraction then became uniform, increased in vigor, and 
at ten minutes to five o'clock a dead child was expelled. The 
author believes that the powerful contractions on the left side 
of the uterus forced the breech down, while the relaxation on 
the right side allowed the head lying in the right iliac fossa 
to recede.* 

M. Tredinat {Lyons MedicaUy December 7, 1S79) : Primi- 
para. Pains began in the evening ; next morning at 2 a.m., 
membranes ruptured ; at 8 a.m., admitted into the Maternity. 
Examined and found shoulder presentation, back anterior ; the 
OS as big as a fiorin. Preparations made for version. While 
waiting, a powerful uterine contraction affected the left half 
of uterus, right remaining flaccid. Head felt through the 
parietes, and slightly raised. Another similar contraction, 
but passing more to the right, and with this the upward move- 

^ Annales de Gynecologic, June, 1876. 
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ment was more pronoanced, and on examination the axilla was 
recognized ; in six or seven minutes more, contractions con- 
tinuing, the breech presented. One hour after, child delivered 
living. It was noticed that most of the uterine contractions 
began at the left and passed to the right side of the uteras. 

No two classes of obstetrical cases bearing the same title 
and yet so widely different as to the position of the shoulder, 
one in the pelvic cavity and the other external to it, and the 
manner and method of delivery, es those of Denman and 
Douglas could exist. They are spoken and written of as 
thongh they were the same, and the same order of events tran- 
spiring. The differential diagnosis is very marked and distinct 
between them. 

In Denman's cases the shoulder, with arm protruding, 
was in the pelvic cavity, and in some cases so low as to press 
upon the perineum. 

In Douglas', the shoulder, with arm protruding, was with- 
out, or external to the pelvic cavity, and so far external as to 
be foand under the symphysis pubes, and the chest on the peri- 
neum. 

In Denman's, there was a distinct change of position of 
the child, the shoulder receding from the pelvic cavity and 
the breech descending. 

In Douglas*, the shoulder being external to the pelvis, re- 
mained, and did not change its original position till its delivery. 

In Denman's, the breech was expelled first, with the feet, 
next the abdomen, then the chest, and finally both shoulders, 
the head following. 

In Douglas', the shoulder and arm, then the chest and ribs, 
next the abdomen, then the breech ; after the delivery of the 
breech, then the other shoulder, and finally the head. 

In Denman's, while the breech was external the shoulders 
were at the superior strait. 

In Douglas', the breech was at the superior strait while 
the shoulder was external and under the pubes. 

This comparison demonstrates the great contrast which ex- 
ists between these two classes of obstetric cases. 



New York Academy of Medicine. 128 

In Denman's case, spontaneouB evolution or partial version 
could be accomplished naturally, as well as artificially some- 
times. With the class described by Douglas, no natural or 
physical power could possibly affect or alter the position, and 
the child must be delivered by strong, powerful, and continu- 
ous action of the uterus, obeying the laws of natural delivery, 
doubled up as the foBtus is, and going through the same pro- 
cess or mechanism of delivery, as flexion, descent, rotation, 
and expulsion. 

In truth, the class of cases which Douglas saw were the nat- 
ural delivery of shoulder presentation. Should the delivery 
not be accomplished, the child must be sacrificed. 

If the natural delivery of a shoulder presentation, shoulder 
and arm external, is to be called a spontaneous evolution of the 
foetus, or an unfolding of the foetus without any change of 
position of the child from its original position, then eve'ry case 
of breech presentation with the breech external going through 
the various changes of the mechanism of delivery might justly 
be called spontaneous evolution. 

I refer to a case taken from the Oletetrioal Record^ of Great 
Britain, Vol. I. It was cited by Clay as establishing Douglas' 
view, while, on the contrary, it bears no relation to that class, 
as the shoulder was in the pelvic cavity. It illustrates more 
clearlv the views of retraction and recession. It is these kind 
of cases which are spoken of or published as similar to Douglas', 
but they can claim no relation to them whatever. Dr. Winter- 
bottom's : " By a vaginal examination, the arm presenting ex- 
ternally, and on passing the finger, I felt what was considered 
to be the shoulder. I decided to turn ; on passing my hand 
to change the position of the child, I recognized that part 
which 1 had taken for the shoulder to be the breech obliquely 
placed arid which had partially entered the pelvis. A strong 
contraction occurred which pushed down the breech, during 
which event the arm had receded into the uterus ; in a few 
minutes the child was expelled." 

A more important case, however, is that which Barlow, the 
celebrated surgeon, writing as far back as 1792 on this subject, 
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recites, which is so clear and explicit on the retractive power 
of the uterus and recession that I will quote his case : 

" Patient at full term of gestation, thirty-six hours after labor 
had commenced. On examination I found the arm of the foetus 
presenting, and the hand pushed out of the os externum and 
very much swollen ; the waters evacuated early ; pain strong 
and frequent. I made an attempt to introduce my hand, but 
failed. A second attempt, but failed again. The action of the 
uterus was such as to forbid any farther attempts. The shoul- 
der of the child now became forcibly pressed upon the peri- 
neum. The woman continued in this misery till the following 
evening, when the pains of the uterus were so great that I 
dreaded a rupture of the uterus. On examination I was 
agreeably surprised to find the presenting arm of the child 
retreating, and the breech supplied the place of the shoulder, 
and was expelled in a few minutes by the efforts of the uterus." 

This case of Barlow's is identical with those of Denman 
and my own — ^by the change of position or evolution, "the 
child turning on its own axis." 

It is conceded that Schoenider anticipated Denman in the 
recognition of the fact, but he gave no explanation of the 
evolution. 

Preceding all authorities' on this subject, w,e have the two 
most remarkable, historical, and memorable events of this 
nature, which are recorded in the Book of Genesis, chapters 
XXV. and xxxviii. The first recorded case of twins was that of 
Rebecca and her sons Esau and Jacob. The second that of 
Tamar and her children Zarah and Pharez. In Rebecca's 
case, " when Esau came out first, red all over with hair as a 
garment, his brother Jacob followed, and with his hand took 
hold of Esau's heel, and came out." In Tamar's case, " when 
Zarah came forth the midwife bound a scarlet thread around 
his arm, saying, ' Thou camest forth first,' and afterward it 
came to pass that he drew back his arm, and Pharez came 
out, when the midwife said, * How hast thou broke forth ? the 
breach be upon thee. ' " 

Both these scriptural instances not only verify the division 
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referred to, but they illustrate the difiFerence existing between 
spontaneous evolution, recession and retraction, and spon- 
taneous expulsion solely. The fourth case of Douglas, as 
related of twins, applies with some force to the similarity of 
the manner of the birth of Jacob, and the quickness of delivery 
by expulsion alone. I know of but one authority, Dr. Kelly, of 
Manchester, Eng., who referred these cases, especially Den- 
man's, for an explanation of the manner by which the evolution 
was produced, to the relaxation of the uterus. He makes no 
reference to the retractive power of the uterus as the agent by 
which the recession of the fcBtus from its original position is 
produced by turning on its own axis. Kelly was the only one 
during the heated discussion which agitated the profession at 
that time who dissented from the general opinion that the 
evolution was produced by contraction of the uterus in these 
cases similar to Denman's. 

I now reach the important question in cases of this nature, 
and I will let Barlow put the simple question : " How the re- 
cession of the foetus in utero or pelvis was affected in his 
ease ; " and he answers, " I will not attempt the explanation, 
but I recognize the fact that nature has accomplished it." One 
of the objects of my paper has been and is the solution from 
the experience 1 have, and the cases adduced in verification of 
the fact and opinions entertained. Bunis says : " That it is an 
impossibility for the shoulder to mount up into the contracting 
uterus, even if it is in the pelvic cavity partially or wholly ; 
and if this is impossible, how much more so could it be when 
the shoulder is protruded externally." Every one of us must 
coincide with this view, that no change of position or evolution 
of the foetus could take place during the contraction, and if 
rddxation does not follow, and the pains are continuous, or 
with very slight intervals, the child must be delivered as in 
natural labor, whether in the pelvic cavity or not. Should re- 
laxation take place, however, as in ordinary labor at longer in- 
tervals, then the natural retraction of the uterus occurring, the 
shoulder of the foetus will be, or is changed from its fixation or 
location, and a partial evolution or version can take place. 
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Contraction following, the part of the child which is the high- 
est is forced lower down, while the other will ascend after the 
contraction ceases daring a relaxation. The retraction may 
be so strong and great and effective, as in the cases I have 
related, that the foetus is immediately tnmed on its own axis, 
and a complete evolution or version may be made. The reces- 
sion or evolution of the foetus is assisted by the child's own 
movements after the retraction. Retraction is as natural an 
act of the uterus as contraction is to deliver the child. It is 
not, then, a miraculous act or an ^^ impossibility " for cases of 
shoulder presentation, arxti external and as low as the peri- 
neum, to change as here described. 

All of us who have given any attention to the subject of or- 
dinary cases of labor know how well and perfectly Nature 
performs her work in some cases of cephalic presentation. The 
head may be low, and even resting on the perineum, and 
after contraction relaxation follows ; retraction occurs and the 
head is lifted up or recedes nearly or to the superior strait, and 
when contraction ensues it is driven down to the position it 
formerly occupied, and still farther, and by this process of re- 
traction and contraction, it becomes arrested and is finally ex- 
pelled. To such an extent, as F. Bainsbottom says, is this re- 
cession sometimes carried, "it may give those not well ac- 
quainted with the process an idea that the child's body has 
passed partly into the abdominal cavity." We need not, there- 
fore, be astonished at the recession of tlie child when a shoulder 
presentation exists, arm external, when in the pelvis, to 
realize a change of position of the child by version or evolution 
any more than expulsion of it by contraction. Recession alone 
cannot take place without the motive power of retraction of 
the uterus. Recession is the respondent or the sequence of 
retraction. Expulsion is the respondent or sequence of con- 
traction of the uterus. Retraction effects or produces the ver- 
sion or evolution of the child in those cases within the pelvis ; 
contraction, the direct expulsion or natural delivery of the 
child without change of position. 

It is impt^ssible not to admire the beneficent wisdom and 
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power which nature adopts and adapts, even if it is one of the 
tninntest character, to the exigencies of gestation and labor. 

Tbeatment. — ^It is considered by many authors, as well as 
by some of the profession, that the views and opinions of 
Deijman and Douglas respecting the treatment in their cases 
tend to produce a passive conduct on the part of the prac- 
titioner and that experience does not warrant such a coui^se. 
This remark would more appropriately apply to Denman, but 
not to Douglas. Should the distinction I have given be ad- 
mitted, and I do not see how it could not, under the illustra- 
tion presented — ^then there are two distinct classes of shoulder 
presentations, arm protruding : one with the shoulder in the pel- 
vic cavity and even as low as the perineum, the other with the 
shoulder external to os externum and the arm under the pubic 
arch. 

Accepting this distinction, a different line of treatment must 
be adopted for each. With the firet, version may be attempted 
in that manner which may be considered advisable with a 
prospect of success. With the second, shoulder external, ver- 
sion cannot be entertained. It is totally impracticable, and 
if attempted would place the patient in greater jeopardy. 
Douglas discountenanced it, as it could not be attempted in 
the kind of cases he witnessed. 

Denman, in reference to the first class of cases, uses this 
language, '^It is possible, when we have conducted ourselves 
in the expectation that the evolution could be made, that the 
pains may fall off, or be unequal to the effort, and we may be 
disappointed. It might then be apprehended that the diffi- 
culty would be increased. But though the evolution was not 
perfected, I have not found that consequence. The child 
not expelled has been brought into such a state that afterward 
I could pass my hand with ease, and bring down the feet, 
though in an attempt to do this in the beginning of the case, I had 
failed.'' If we have from the nature of the case decided not to 
wait, then there is nothing left but to resort to the destruction of 
the child, either by amputation of the arm or shoulder, or both, 
hoping then that evolution may ensue, or by evisceration or de- 
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capitation. A few instances have been related where the child 
was born living after amputation of the arm. As a general 
rule the child is dead, and any of these operations may be pro- 
ceeded with at once when that fact is recognized. Delay 
must still be exercised if the child is living, though the labor 
may have existed for several hours ; and more especially at this 
day than formerly, as there is such a great abhorrence of em- 
bryotomy. Dewees has said we must keep no truce with the 
child. The first of all the operations which naturally suggests 
itself is amputation of the protruded arm, either to facilitate 
the veraion if necessary, or to have a natural evolution occur, 
or to eviscerate the thorax. P^nard, of Rochefort, 1879, 
adopts it, and considers it a substitute for embryotomy. It is, 
however, condemned by others. 

Pinard, of Paris, 1879, agreeing with this view, considers, 
and very naturally, that such a proceeding should never be 
thought of while there is the least spark of life. In cases 
where the child is dead it has been unjustly condemned. 

In the cases where the shoulder is external, and the acromion 
fixed against the lower border of the symphysis (Douglas class 
of cases), the arm should be amputated, and sometimes the pro- 
jection of the scapula destroyed, when the trunk will readily 
recede and the lower extremity come down. " This is, then, 
virtually evolution or version, and could only be jproduced by 
retraction of uterus, although Ibhe shoulder was external after 
the obstruction had been removed. Pajot and Stoltz perform 
version in cases in which it was previously thought impossible 
after simply amputating the arm. They were, however, cases 
only partially engaged in the pelvic cavity. In the AnnaZes de 
Gynecologic^ December, 1879, Obstetrical Journal, Great 
Britain, 1880, Hodge acknowledges he had never seen a case, 
and with many others, recommends to remove the arm and 
shoulder, including the whole scapula and even the clavicle. 
The thorax should then be opened, and if necessary the side of 
the abdomen, the crotchet then passed into the body and fixed 
on the pelvis of the infant, and traction made from the breech 
downward. 
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Dr. Alexander H. Stevens, of this cit)% as far back as 1819, 
as Dr. Francis in his comments on the case says, " adopted a 
judicious practice and suggests a similar course." 

Dr. Stevens first removed the protruded arm, then opened 
tlie chest, removed the contents and tried to bring down the 
body with the blunt hook, but ineffectifally. Then he made an 
incision along the spine high up, down to the hips, introduced 
a blunt hook, and extracted the child, breech foremost. The 
delivery occupied two hours. 

It will be noticed from the opinions cited,, and the treatment 
advised and executed, that these severe, destructive, and labori- 
ous operations have been principally and chiefly on the upper 
half of the body of the child. 

It has been remarked before that it was almost an impossi- 
bility to return the shoulder of the child when external to the 
pelvic cavity, and it appears equally as diflicult to effect the de- 
livery of the child when the ann has been amputated and 
evisceration performed. 

Douglas never performed any of these operations, for all his 
cases were delivered naturally. He entei-s his decided pmtest 
against the doctrine, as recommended by some, of fixing the in- 
strument at random on any part of the foetus which happens 
to be the nearest ; because if the physician fix it on any of the 
superior ribs, he might pull with Herculean force, and yet not 
be able to bring down the body, unless he separate the head 
or decapitate it. In all those cases reported as delivered natu- 
rally nothing is said respecting the rupture of the perineum, 
which it is admitted is excessively distended by the lower part 
of the child's back, and it seems almost impossible it could es- 
cape laceration. It is clear to my mind that the principle 
which has been enunciated, that the operation should be com- 
menced on the upper half of the bqdy of the child, is incorrect, 
and that it has not been properly underetood. Tlie chief ob- 
ject, and in fact the only one, has been to lessen the size of the 
child, in the hope that it could be easily delivered. The evi- 
dence is decidedly opposed to such a principle. 

The great diflScnlty which does exist, after one-half of the 
9 
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upper or sxiperior part of the child is delivered externally, 
is from the lower end of the scapula, or middle of the 
spine, to the pelvis or the breech, which is distending the 
perineum so extensively, to the extent of fully four to five 
inches. 

Burns says, although lie had not seen a case, tliat if we con- 
sider that a line drawn from the side of the neck to the end of 
the thorax, when the shoulder is at the vulva, is 4^ inches, the 
difficulty must be, and is, to get down the body of the child 
from the end or lower part of the thorax to the breech. 
This, then, is the greatest length of the substance which is to 
pass or to be born. 

The non-delivery of the lower portion of the body of the 
child, therefore, has necessitated the various methods for de- 
stroying the child. 

To overcome, and avoid this great destruction of the child, I 
advise the division of the perineum to the extent of 3^ to 4 inches 
laterally, when the child will be delivered very soon without 
sacrificing it. Another important advantage is that if the 
child is recognized as being alive, and the shoulder just jutting 
from the vulva, the delivery may be prompt and successful. 
Surgical attention for the restoration of the perineum, can be 
given to the mother as soon as convenient after the birth of the 
child. This course of practice I have before recommended in 
face cases, chin posteriorly, while the face was in the pelvic 
cavity, to avoid the sacrificial act in that class of cases (" Journal 
New York Medical Association," 1869). I will illustrate my 
suggestion by the recital of a case of doubled foetus, united at the 
thorax and abdomen, which occurred under my notice, May, 
1860. The autopsy on the children was made by my friend. 
Professor J. W. Gouley. 

I refer to this case, as it was the lower part of the body of 
the child, which it was utterly impossible to deliver unless it 
was mutilated. It presented a similar external appearance of 
the back of the child as in the shoulder cases we have been 
considering. Before I relate my case, I shall offer one similar 
of shoulder presentation, where both of the shoulders were ex- 
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ternal, instead of one, the head of the child resting against the 
internal pubic arch. 

It is an observation of Pen, and which Nannoni in his work 
on "Delivery," 1785, says " modern acconchenrs do not aj^pear 
to have understood when they attempt to turn into ridicule the 
operation of this author.*' Both arms, together with the 
shoulders, reached the vulva; violent traction alone brought 
down the fore part of the neck, head remaining internal. A 
fillet was passed over the back near the breech. Traction 
was made, and the breech descended and the woman recovered. 
Traction, as Nannoni says, here took the place of the uterine 
effort, and the child was born as in "spontaneous evolution." 
Dc la Motte also illustrates this point respecting the lower part 
of the child being the first to be delivered, instead of the upper. 

In his case, " both of the arms and the shouldei'S were ex- 
ternal, head internal, the two arms and the tiiorax advanced 
toward the vulva. The practitioner made unusual efforts to 
bring down the feet ; the limbs were, however, fractured, and 
after strong efforts by De la Motte, the breech descended first 
and the child was born." 

In May, 1860, 1 was requested to visit Mrs. E , whom I 

was engaged to attend in her confinement. She was exceed- 
ingly large in form ; extremities very OBdematous. I saw her 
at 7 A.M., in consequence of the evacuation of an immense dis- 
charge of water. On examination, the os uteri was found fully 
dilated, cephalic presentation, and at the entrance of the su- 
perior strait. Pains every ten minutes. 9 am. : No advance 
of the head. Presuming that there was some special cause 
which I was not conversant with, I decided to apply the for- 
ceps to aid the delivery. Auscultation recognized a strong 
foetal pulsation; palpation and manipulation, a large child. 
My friend. Dr. I. O. Stone, was requested to join me, and give 
the anaesthetic. At 10 a.m., no change ; forceps applied ; con- 
tractions more active ; head brought in half an hour as low 
as the perineum. By strong traction the head was delivered — 
child dead. A towel was placed around the neck, and with 
considerable force the shoulders were delivered and the arms. 
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It appeared impossible to deliver the child any farther. The 
hand could not be introduced into the vagina. The head, 
shoulders, and arms were now external, the back of the child 
from the middle of the dorsal region was distending the peri- 
neum enormously. Not knowing the cause which prevented 
it, the question respecting evisceration was entertained to ac- 
complish the delivery. I decided, however, to divide the peri- 
neum laterally for over three inches, and if the child could not 
be delivered, then evisceration. The division was made during 
a pain, and almost immediately the breech came down ; with 
a finger in the anus the child was tilted out. As soon as the 
breech of the child was delivered, the feet of a second pre- 
sented; seizing them, this child was delivered in a few mo- 
ments. There was but one cord. The children weighed fifteen 
and one-half pounds. If you will look at the drawing I pre- 
sent to you, it will be easy to comprehend the cause of the 
difficulty in the delivery. While the head of the child was at 
the superior strait, and on the pubes internally, the other was 
external, in front of the pubes. As the whole back of the 
child presented externally, the same as in the double shoulder 
cases I have cited, it had to be delivered in the same manner, 
breech first. The principal obstruction, or barrier, therefore, 
which prevents the child being delivered, in these cases espe- 
cially, where the shoulder and arm are external, is the greatly 
distended perineum, and when this part is set free, the prin- 
ciple I have advocated, as to the lower part of the body of the 
child instead of the upper, will, I believe, be verified as true 
and successful. 

By this simple operation in these cases, we may avert the 
sacrificial act of tlie child, spare the mother, and avoid the un- 
pleasant and distasteful operation ; and when performed early, 
according to the nature of the case, we may have in some in- 
stances the gratification of delivering a living infant. Denman 
was censured bitterly for advising delay, under the expecta- 
tion that an evolution might or would ensue, rather than pro- 
ceed to turn the child. We have heard his reasons why he 
he did so. We must not forget that it is an easy matter, even 
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when our experience is or has been limited, to suggest the 
operation of version, but the circumstances by which that 
operation may be surrounded, will, or may prechide any at- 
tempt at its accomplishment with success. " The fact is one 
thi g, the evolution another," whether spontaneously or artifi- 
cially performed. Denman was cognizant of thirty cases and 
only one living child. From this striking disproportion of 
successful cases, a medical gentleman of London stated before 
the London Medical Society " that Denman had done more 
mischief by his article on spontaneous evolution than good in 
all his works." 

My remarks in this paper, as you will perceive, gentlemen, are 
to sustain the cori-ectness and truthfulness, as I believe, of Den- 
man's I'ationale respecting the manner of the evolution " of a 
child turning on its own axis " in the excavation of the pelvis 
when the shoulder presents, and to show that in this class of 
cases such a movement does and can take place. There is, 
therefore, no more " impossibility " that the shoulder should 
ascend and the breech come down, than in those cases referred 
to by Fichet where the shoulder is in the pelvic excavation, 
and where the arm is pulled upon with some force, the breech 
ascends and the head descends through the pelvis. I have not 
seen a case representing Douglas' except the one I have re- 
lated of double foetus ; nor have I any similar to Fichet. I 
have, however, witnessed an instance, in the case of a lady with 
amplitude of the pelvis, where the child in her first labor pre- 
sented face, and was delivered by one strong, continuous pain 
through the whole depth of the pelvis in that position. In 
the second, it was a shoulder presentation, back anterior, and 
this child was delivered with the head flexed on the chest, after 
three or four severe and strong pains. 

The weight of the child was about six and one-half pounds. 
Evolution or version of the child, whether in the pelvic cavity 
or in utero, is not, therefore, confined to shoulder presentations 
alone, for it occurs, as we have seen, when other parts of the 
foetus present, though it may be doubled up. 

*^ The why and how," as Barlow asks, I have wished to ex- 
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plain by another and a different process than that known to 
the profession at the present time, and called the general and 
irregular contraction of the nterns. From a critical examina- 
tion of the views of most prominent authors who have written 
on this subject, and from my own experience and investigation, 
I present these conclusions, with what success I leave to your 
judgment to decide. 



SOME CMNIOAL OBSEBVATIONS ON DIABETES MELLITUS, 

WITH OASES. 

BY A. A. SMITH, M.D. 
(Bead before the Academy, February 16, 1883.) 

In tlie past three years, four cases of " Diabetes Mellitus " 
have come under the observation, jointly, of Dr. Barker and 
myself. 

During September, 1879, three patients presented themselves 
for treatment, all giving very similar histories. Two came in 
one week, and one the following week. 

Case I. — Mr. X , aged sixty, had been suffering for 

months from mental depression, disturbed sleep, indigestion, 
great restlessness, inability to concentrate his mind on his 
work ; his profession being that of a lawyer. He had suffered 
greatly all summer from the heat, and although he had gone 
out of town to his country place, July 1st, he had not been 
able to recruit as he had formerly been able to do. He easily 
became tired, which was not dyspnoea, but muscular fatigue. 
From being a large, robust-looking man, weighing two hundred 
pounds, he had become reduced in weight to one hundred and 
sixty-five pounds. He had noticed considerable thirst, but at- 
tributed it to the heat of summer, and yet he noticed he did 
not perspire much. He observed no particular increase in the 
quantity of the urine. He was obliged to rise at night to uri- 
nate, but he had done that as a matter of habit for many years. 
He had no increase of appetite ; on the contrary, his appetite was 
less than usual, and sometimes food was loathsome to him. He 
came for treatment because of the disturbances of digestion, 
the inability to do his work well, and the mental depression. 
He feared he was breaking down, and that his working days 
were over. He had led a very active and laborious professional 



136 ' Transactiona of the 

life, confining himself closely to his practice, and doing his 
work with a certain amount of anxiety. He had become quite 
irritable and nervous. He had a dread that something terrible 
was about to happen. 

He has been a fairly good liver, taking wine at his raeals, 
almost always champagne in considerable quantity and of the 
sweet variety, rarely ever drinking spirits of any kind. His 
appetite was moderate ; he was a sufferer at times from hepatic 
and gastric dyspepsia ; this dyspepsia had existed for many 
years. He had had no special mental strain, certainly not 
more than usual ; had never had any injury nor severe sudden 
shock to the nervous system. He had never had malaria in 
any of its manifestations. So far as known, he had no heredi- 
tary tendency to disease. 

An examination of the urine revealed a specific gravity of 
1034; a considerable quantity of sugar, as shown by Fehlintr's 
test ; no albumen ; negative microscopical appearances. 

At the end of three days the examination showed exactly 
the same as above, and the quantity sixty-five ounces in twenty- 
four hours. He was put at once on the same treatment as the 
other two cases which I shall refer to later on. 

Case II. — Mr. J , aged forty-nine, residing in the coun- 
try, leading a literary life, presented himself for treatment the 
same week as Mr. X . 

He had been suffering all his life from attacks of indigestion, 
but they had been more frequent during the summer. He had 
suffered greatly from mental depression for some weeks. He 
had always been a hard student, delighting in abstruse sub- 
jects, and giving very close attention to subjects requiring 
keen, analytical thought, such as political economy and finance. 
He had been a sufferer from headaches from his childhood, 
and during the year preceding his visit for advice, he had suf- 
fered more. than usual. He was inclined always to take a very 
gloomy view of everything ; indeed, he was somewhat of a pessi- 
mist. Thinking to improve his digestion, he had gone through 
a process of dieting, partially giving up meat and resorting 
more freely to a farinaceous diet. But on this diet he became 
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worse. He was always excessively fond of sweets. He noticed 
that his thirst was very great, his skin dry, his urine increased 
in quantity, as he supposed because of the increase of thii'st. 
He was obliged to get up at night several times to empty his 
bladder. The increase in the quantity of the urine led him to 
estimate it, and he found the quantity was from two hundred 
to two hundred and thirty ounces in twenty-four hours. He 
thought he had some febrile movement at times, and was sup- 
posed to have malaria, but antimalarial treatment had not 
given relief. He complained of great weakness. He had lost 
in four months about thirty pounds. He had been a moderately 
good liver, taking wine occasionally but not regularly. He 
had never had gout, rheumatism, or malaria. 

An examination of the urine revealed a specific gravity of 
1036 ; sugar in abundance, and the quantity in twenty-four 
hours two hundred and twenty ounces ; negative microscopical 
appearances. 

Case III. — Mr. Z , aged forty-six, a very eminent artist in 

this city, came under observation the next week after the 
other two. He had complained for some weeks of great weak- 
ness, mental depression to a marked degree, loss of appetite, 
inability to sleep as well as usual. He could not do his work 
.with any pleasure ; he became irritable, from having been a 
most amiable man. He had been accustomed to take long 
walks, but found he was unable to do so because of shortness 
of breath and muscular weakness. He noticed great thirst 
during the summer, and a considerable increase in the quantity 
of urine. He, like theothei's, attributed the thirst to the heat 
of summer, and the increased quantity of urine to the in- 
creased quantity of fluid taken. He was a good liver, but not 
always taking wine at meals. He had lost about twenty-five 
pounds in weight in a few months. He had suffered some 
pains in his legs and joints, which were attributed to gout. 
Since then he has had a distinct attack of gont. He had al- 
ways worked hard at his profession, was ambitious, and did his 
work with anxiety. He had never had any severe illness, had 
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had no sudden, severe shock to the nervous system, and had 
never met with a serious accident. He had been a moderate 
eater, but, like the other two, he was excessively fond of sweets, 
and had been so all his life. He had never suffered from 
headaches. He had no trouble with vision ; no skin trouble. 
He had no hereditary tendency to disease of any kind, so far as 
he knew. 

An examination of the urine showed a specific gravity of 
1035 ; sugar in considerable quantity, and the quantity voided 
in twenty-four hours about eighty ounces only. 

The treatment in each of these three cases Was precisely the 
same. 

They were given codeine in quarter-grain doses, three times 
daily, gradually increased to one grain three times daily. This 
was the largest quantity given. They were also given tincture 
of the chloride of iron, twenty drops three times daily, and 
this was not increased. THey were also given a laxative pill, 
consisting of aloes, nux vomica, rhubarb, and extract hyoscya- 
raus, sufficient to relieve constipation, which was a prominent 
symptom ; water, as much as desired, and a diet of the follow- 
ing. This list may be found in the different works on the 
subject. A written list was given to each patient. 

Vegetables. — Tomatoes, celery, cabbage, lettuce, cucumbers, 
pickles, spinach, radishes, mushrooms, cauliflower, asparagus, 
truffles, oyster-plant, onions, water-cresses, olives, tea and cof- 
fee, gluten bread (New York Health Food Co.), gluten flour, 
almond-flour bread. 

Meats, — Fats, pils, cream, butter, poultry, flsh, eggs, cheese. 

Bra.idy, whiskey, claret, Burgundy, very dry sherry, the acid 
Rhine Valley wines, lemons. Nuts of all kinds. 

Patients tire very quickly of the bread, and soon learn 
" bread is the staff of life " indeed. Since the " New York 
Health Food Co." have prepared what they call a " gluten 
flour," which has the starchy matter to a great extent extracted, 
there is less objection to bread made from this. 

There was a gradual diminution in the quantity of sugar; 
the specific gravity gradually came down ; the unfavorable 
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symptoms disappeared, and by January 1, 1880, the sugar had 
entirely disappeared from the urine; the specific gravity was 
respectively 1022, 1020, and 1018, and the patients expressed 
themselves as feeling entirely well. The treatment was kept up 
for three months longer and then discontinued, except that the 
tincture of the chloride of iron has been continued most of the 
time since. I have examined the urine of these three patients 
within a year, and there is no evidence whatever of any diffi- 
culty. It is over two years since I have found any sugar in the 
urine. During the past two years they have been engaged in 
their work the same as before coming under observation, and 
are apparently entirely well. 

There are some points of interest which I desire to emphasize ; 
9kXi^ firsts as bearing on the etiology of the disease. These three 
men were all hard-working men mentally, men of ambition, who 
did their work with a certain amount of worry and anxiety. All 
had attained eminence in their different lines of work ; all were 
very comfortable pecuniarily ; all were sufferers from disturb- 
ances of digestion, and all were suffering, at the time they came 
under observation, from great mental depression. They had all 
led sedentary lives, lived quite freely, and took very little muscu- 
lar exercise. As so much has been said of late in reference to 
disturbance of the nervous system as playing an important part 
in the causation of the disease so far as we can draw conclu- 
sions in any case clinically, the histories of these cases seem to 
point to disturbance of the nervous system as at least connected 
with the causation of the disease. Then, as to disturbances of 
the digestive system in connection with the etiology. It will 
be observed in the histories related that all had been sufferera 
from hepatic and gastric dyspepsia for many years, and although 
this was somewhat aggravated for a few months. previous to ap- 
plying for relief, it was not markedly so. Years ago diabetes 
meliitus was regarded as a kidney disease ; later still, a blood 
disease; then a disease due to some interference with the glyco- 
genic function of the liver ; and still later, as originating in the 
nervous system. It is a fact easy of demonstration that sugar 
can be produced in the urine by even a very slight pricking with 
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a needle the floor of the fourth ventricle. It is also well known 
that cases of diabetes mellitus have occurred immediately af- 
ter severe sudden shocks, whether of anger, fright, or acci- 
dent. Some of the most sevei-e and pereistent forms of chronic 
dyspepsia the physician is called on to treat, in cities at least, 
are in persons who are laboring under severe mental strain, 
whose nervous systems are constantly imder great pressure. 
There seems to be in such cases a. direct connection between 
the condition of the nervous system and the condition of the 
digestion, for as soon as the strain is removed the digestion be- 
comes good. It will be noticed that all these patients had 
always been excessively fond of sweets, an important fact in 
connection with the questioQ of diet in producing the disease. 
Diabetes is quite common in Italy, and it is attributed to the 
fact that the Italians eat quite largely of sweets. Whether the 
excessive fondness for sweets shown by the three patients had 
anything to do with the production of the disease or not, it 
is a singular coincidence, if it be only a coincidence. It is 
thought by some observers that a diet consisting largely of 
farinaceous or starchy food conduces to diabetes. In this way 
is explained the great prevalence of the disease in the country 
portions of England and in Thuringia. But diabetes is not 
markedly prevalent among the Irish, who live largely on a 
diet of potatoes, nor among the Scotch, who live largely on 
oatmeal. 

The chain in these three cases would seem to have been con- 
tinuous strain on the nervous system over a number of j^ears, 
disturbance of gastric and hepatic digestion, excessive fond- 
ness for sweets, and then sugar in the urine. Just what part 
disturbance of the pancreatic digestion plays in the etiology of 
the disease has been much discussed, and is interesting but 
very obscure. Some diabetics emaciate very rapidly. It is 
well known that any disease which affects the pancreas in such 
a way as to interfere with the secretion from it, whether it be 
by pressure on the duct or by destruction of its secreting cells, 
produces very rapid emaciation. Is it not probable that in 
those cases of diabetes in which emaciation occurs very rapidly 
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there is interference with the functions of the panci^eas, either 
as cause or effect ? 

In December, 1881, a lady who has been a patient of Dr. 
Barker's for twenty years sent for me, complaining of great 
thirst, inability to sleep well on account of being called up at 
night so frequently to empty her bladder. I had attended her 
for various ailments during the past eight years. In the sum- 
mer of 1872 she fell and met with a severe injury, which 
confined her to the house three months. In 1874 I attended 
her during an attack of typhoid fever. She has had several 
not severe attacks of rheumatic gout. During the past three 
years she has suffered very much from attacks of dyspepsia, 
usually intestinal flatulence, but frequently hepatic and gastric 
disturbances. She has had during the past year severe pains 
in the right leg below the knee, and what she calls cramps in 
the right foot, sometimes so severe as to cause her to jump out 
of bed if she happens to be lying down at the time. She has 
been a sufferer for forty years from very severe headaches, 
which at times have produced for a short period serai-uncon- 
sciousness, suggesting " petit-mal epilepsy." She is a large 
person, sixty -three years of age, has suffered all her married life 
from great anxiety on account of domestic trials, and during 
the past two years her anxiety has been greatly added to by a 
special domestic trial. During these two years her sleep has 
been much broken, frequently getting for days together only 
two or three houre' sleep in the twenty-four hours. She had 
lost about twenty pounds in weight in a short time. She esti- 
mated the quantity of urine at about one gallon and a half in 
twenty-four hours, and she thought she had been passing as 
much as that each twenty-four hours for ten days. She had 
never had malaria ; had taken wine very rarely ; she had the 
gouty tendency. She had lost a relative (not a near one) with 
diabetes. 

Examination of the urine showed a specific gravity of 1034 ; 
sugar in abundance ; quantity in twenty-four hours two hun- 
dred ounces. 

She was put on exactly the same treatment as the others, ex- 
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cept that five drops of tincture of belladonna were added to each 
dose of the codeine, because of the headache and dmwsiness 
produced by it, and she was not given the tincture chloride of 
iron. January 20, 1882, she had been under treatment three 
weeks, and had followed out instructions as to diet and medi- 
cines only moderately well. An examination of the urine 
showed a specific gravity of 1028 ; small quantity of sugar, 
and the quantity passed in twenty-four houra just one-half — 
one hundred ounces. Certainly a remarkable result. With this 
favorable result of the examination of the urine she ex- 
pressed herself as feeling better than she had in a year. She 
felt so much better that neither her family nor myself could 
induce her to go on with the diet and medicine. February 1st 
she slipped while getting into a carriage, and although she 
bruised the ankle some, the skin was broken in only one place, 
and that very small; but it refused to heal, and the leg and an- 
kle swelling considerably, I took occasion to frighten her into 
resuming the treatment by telling her just what disease she was 
suffering from, and assuring her that the only chance she had 
of the leg recovering was to resume the medicine and diet as 
prescribed before, in which there was probably more truth than 
fiction. Not until February 12th, however, could I induce her 
to do it. February 12th, she having been without treatment 
twenty-three days, the urine on examination showed a specific 
gravity of 1032 ; the quantity in twenty-four hours one hundred 
and fifty ounces ; sugar again in abundance, and all her old 
unpleasant symptoms returning. This case is still under ob- 
servation, and judging by the results in the other cases, and by 
the good results of treatment in her case so far as it was fol- 
lowed, I feel justified in making a favorable prognosis, provided 
I can induce her to follow up the treatment. 

In the spring of 1873 a gentleman came to Dr. Barker, re- 
commended to him by a physician in a small town near Boston. 
He had had charge of the transportation of a large railway 
and steamboat company, and in this connection had had great 
responsibilities. He was naturally of a nervous temperament 
and quite excitable. The physician who recommended him 
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had discovered diabetes, and had told him his fate was sealed, 
as there was nothing to be done for him. Naturally this did 
not tend to give him much courage, and when he came to New 
York he was a pitiable sight indeed. lie was a man forty 
years of age, of large frame, very pale and thin ; he had weighed 
one hundred and eighty pounds, but had lost fifty pounds; he 
was extremely weak. It was with difficulty he walked into the 
office. He was very excitable and utterly hopeless in regard 
to his case. In fact, before he left home he had arranged his 
business affaii-s preparatory to his probable death while away. 
I examined his urine and was struck at once with the specific 
gravity, 1044 ; sugar in great abundance, and the quantity in 
twenty-four hours from two hundred to two hundred and 
twenty ounces. 

He was at once put on the diet, codeine and iron, and was 
urged to drink claret, which he did in large quantities. He 
was encouraged to hope for recovery. Improvement began at 
once, and, although not as rapid as in the other cases, in eigh- 
teen months he had gained tliirty-tive pounds in weight, sugar 
had entirely di8appeai*ed from his urine, the specific gravity 
was 1022, and he considered himself a well man. I saw him 
in the summer of 1875, and he was then apparently entirely 
well, and had resumed his business as actively as ever. I saw 
him again in 1877, and he told me he was more actively en- 
gaged in business than he had ever been, and was not only 
entirely well, but capable of doing more work than he had 
ever been able to do before. Dr. Barker has seen him within 
a year, and found him in excellent physictal condition. 

Taking the results in these four — ^yes, I might say live cases 
— we ought to be encouraged to take a more cheerful view of 
diabetes mellitus than has been done heretofore. One patient 
has remained entirely free for seven years, three others for two 
years, and the fifth one is still under observation. Opium was 
first used in the second century in the treatment of diabetes, 
or at least what we suppose was diabetes ('' a heavy urine, 
sweet to the taste "). Codeine was suggested first by Pavy, 
and he reports some successful cases. He used codeine rather 
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than other preparations of opium, because of a less tendency 
to produce disturbances of digestion and drowsiness. Codeine 
has some tendency to produce disturbances of digestion, and 
yet in all these five cases the disturbances of digestion which 
had existed in all (in some more than in others) were relieved 
immediately the use of codeine was begun, an important fact, 
it seems to me, as bearing on the etiology of the disease. If 
the digestion were primarily at fault, it would seem that co- 
deine ought to aggravate .the disease. On the other hand, the 
codeine being a distinct and direct sedative to the nervous 
system, and particularly to the pneumogastric nerve, it would 
seem to add another argument to those already adduced to show 
that th^ disease has its origin in the nervous system. The position 
taken by some observers that codeine only diminishes the quan- 
tity of the urine and the sugar, and has no effect on the causes of 
the disease, does not seem tenable. The mistake is often made 
of ceasing treatment too early. The codeine and diet were kept 
up in these cases months after the sugar had become normal. 

Either we have been fortunate in getting cases very early in 
the disease, and so amenable to treatment, or the treatment has 
been specially effective. I have no doubt that many cases of 
diabetes mellitus go unrecognized, and frequently it is possible 
they do not seek advice until the disease has advanced suffi- 
ciently far to produce organic changes somewhere, which pre- 
vents any treatment being successful. In two of these cases 
I am quite certain the diagnosis would have remained obscure 
for some time longer if we had not followed the routine of 
examining the urine of almost every patient. The result of 
the examination was, in fact, quite a surprise in these two cases. 
It illustrates again the importance of examining the urine of 
every patient, and frequently. A distinguished physician of 
London examines the urine of every patient who consults him, 
and declines to prescribe until this examination is made. 
While an interne in the Bellevue Hospital, I was in the habit 
of examining the urine of every patient, and very fi*equently 
gained valuable information in regard to diagnosis which 
would otherwise have escaped observation. 
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I have remarked only upon those points suggested by the 
histories of these cases, and have purposely avoided many 
points of interest in connection with the subject of diabetes. 

To sum up the points in these cases : 

First. — All occurred in cases of disturbance of the nervous 
system. In none was there injury nor sudden shock to the 
nervous system, but continuous mental strain. They were not 
hospital cases, but occurred in private practice and among 
people exceptionally well to do. 

Second. — All had disturbance of hepatic and gastric diges- 
tion. 

Third. — ^None had albuminuria nor malaria, nor were ad- 
dicted to the use of alcohol ; two had gouty tendency, three 
had none, none had rheumatism. 

There was not great emaciation in four, it was great in one. 
None ever had any trouble of vision referable to the diabetic 
condition. 

None ever had any skin troubles, either during the progress 
of the disease or as sequel. 

Hereditary tendency was traceable in only one, and that very 
remote. 

There was in none any increase of appetite. 

These cases, it seems to me, illustrate the importance of se- 
lecting a plan of treatment and following it up persistently. 
Unless care in the examination of the urine is shown, one may 
be deceived. 

Case VI. — During the spring of 1881 a lady, the wife of 
an eminent judge in a neighboring city, came to Dr. Barker 
for treatment. She came, she said, to be treated for diabetes, 
as her physician had told her she was suffering from the dis- 
ease. She brought a specimen of her urine with her. 

The urine was examined by Dr. Griswold, and I append his 
report : 

*' The urine was found to be acid, j9«Z^, and very clear. On 

testing the specific gravity, I was surprised to see the urinome- 

ter floated up some distance above the highest figures of the 
10 
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Bcale, which did not go beyond 1060. The specific gravity was 
found to be 1080 by another instrument of wider range. On 
applying Fehling's test, no glucose was found to be present. 
Moore's test (boiling with caustic potash) and the bismuth test 
were then employed, but without indicating* the presence of 
glucose. 

" The absurdly high specific gravity, together with the ab- 
sence of glucose, and the fact that the patient wished to sug- 
gest that there was sugar in the urine and that she had 
diabetes, created a suspicion that she might be simulating dia- 
betes by adding sugar from the breakfast-table, and was over- 
doing it. Accordingly, I tasted the urine and found it dis- 
tinctly sweet. I then took two drachms of the urine in a 
test-tube, added a few drops of sulphuric acid, boiled a few 
seconds, and then let it stand five minutes. This would change 
the cane-sugar into glucose if any were present. I then tested 
for glucose by Fehling's test, and found abundant evidence of 
its presence. It was therefore plain that the high specific 
gravity was the result of her having added a little too much 
sugar. 

" Since that time this same patient's urine has been found by 
a physician in Brooklyn to contain glucose. She has evidently 
studied the subject more carefully in the interval." 

I have asked Dr. Griswold to give me the history of a case 
now under his care, which illustrates some important points in 
connection with the subject of diabetes mellitus. 

" Mr. S , a stout, healthy man, aged sixty, weight two 

hundred and ten pounds, height 5 feet 6 inches, complained to 
me one day of disturbance of vision. Examination of his urine 
revealed no albumen or other abnormality ; the specific gravity 
was only 1020. As an extreme precaution I examined for 
sugar, in view of the fact that eye troubles occur in ten per cent, 
of all cases of diabetes mellitus. To my surprise I found 
sugar present, eight grains to the ounce. Further questioning 
revealed no symptom in the case which could be referred to 
the glycosuria. The patient has now been under observation 
for eight months. During that time repeated examinations of 
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the urine have been made, and show that sugar is always pres- 
ent in the urine, varying from twelve grains to three grains 
per ounce. He has no increase in the quantity of the urine, 
and his eye troubles disappeared after a dose of calomel. He 
is so comfortable that it is impossible to alarm him sufficiently 
to induce him to take medicine or adhere to an anti-diabetic 
diet.*' 

This case illustrates the fact that sugar does not always im- 
ply a high specific gravity. It is not always safe to say, be- 
cause a specimen of urine does not show a specific gravity 
above 1026, it is unnecessary to examine for sugar. It also il- 
lustrates the amount of tolerance which a patient can show to 
the disturbances in the system of such a character as to pro- 
duce glycosuria. There may, then, be glycosuria without any 
increase in the quantity of urine, a normal specific gravity, and 
no special symptoms pointing to the disease. 



PERSISTENT RECURRING REFLEX SPASM OF THE BLAD- 
DER DURING A PERIOD OF OVER TWENTY YEARS, RE- 
SULTING IN THICKENING OF ITS WALLS, DILATATION 
OP THE URETERS AND HYDRONEPHROSIS— DEATH 
FROM URJSMIA. 

Bt FBSSBNDEN N. OTIB, M.D. 

Me. Pebsident and Fellows of the Academy : 

As introductory to the subject of persistently recurring 
spasm of the bladder, referred to in the announcement for this 
evening, I desire to cite a few instances, in certain leading fea- 
tures similar to it, and illustrative of some of the possible sources 
of error in the diagnosis and treatment of urinary diflSculties. 

Mr. C , a miner, forty-one years of age, from Scranton, 

was sent to me by Dr. M. J. Williams, of Hyde Park, Pa., 
March 2, 1882, with a history of urinary troubles, dating back 
to a gonorrhoea some eighteen or nineteen years previous. This 
gave him much trouble for several months ; then, after an 
interval of some years, he suffered with other troubles, which 
were considered due to the passage of urinary calculi, and he 
subsequently passed three small specimens per urethram. Again 
free from any special urinary trouble for several years, he began 
once more to be afflicted with pains in the region of the kidneys, 
frequent urination, and finally inflammation of the bladder and 
retention of urine. He was treated for stricture by dilatation, 
and, finally, by divulsion, without benefit. He suffered greatly 
from frequent and painful urination, with pain in the glans 
penis and great irritation in the rectum. He was repeatedly 
examined for stone in the bladder, but none was ever detected. 
For ten months previous, his sufferings had been constant and 
intense, passing his urine every few minutes during the day 
and several times during the night, the stream shutting off 
suddenly, as if something had dropped down at a certain point 
in his urination, and closed the vesical orifice. Repeated ex- 
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aminationa of the bladder failed to detect either the presence 
of stone or a polypoid growth. The patient was subjected to 
all the usual and some unusual procedures for disengaging any 
possible hidden or sacculated stone. The prostate was slightly 
enlarged, chiefly on the right side, and this was the only ab- 
normal point ascertained about the genito-urinary apparatus. 

In view of the history of the case pointing to probable stone 
in the bladder, and the symptoms distinctly indicating what 
seemed to be a movable obstacle to urination, such as a poly- 
poid growth within the bladder or an encysted or otherwise 
hidden stone, an exploratory operation was determined upon. 
On Friday, March 10, 1882, the patient was etherized, and the 
median section for stone was performed. Through the open- 
ing thus secured, the prostate and bladder were explored 
with the forefinger of either hand successively, but witliout 
finding anything abnormal. The examination was repeated by 
my associate, Dr. Bangs, and also by Dr. Williams, of Peim- 
sylvania, who was present and assisting in the operation, and 
with like negative results. The bladder was then carefully 
explored with sounds, but no stone was detected. Just as we 
were in despair of achieving any beneficial result from the 
operation, I again introduced my left forefinger to the ut- 
most limit, gaining, perhaps, by urgent pressure, a quarter of an 
inch in the depth of exploration, when a soft, apparently pen- 
dulous body, about the size of an ordinary bean, was felt by 
the tip end of the finger on the left side of the bladder. The 
conditions thus appreciated are represented by the accompany- 
ing diagram on opposite page. 

A pair of narrow forceps was then introduced, and the sup- 
posed tumor was seized in about one-half inch grasp, and twisted 
gently entirely around. As it still held, the forceps were dis- 
engaged and the finger again introduced. The tumor could no 
longer be felt in its former locality, but, on searching the floor of 
the bladder, it was again detected, and on introduction of a pair 
of duck-billed forceps, what appeared to be a firm clot of blood 
was removed. This, on examination proved to contain a stone 
about three-fourths of an inch in length by one-half inch in 
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breadth and three-eighths in thickness. The surface of the 
apes was smooth and light-colored for about one-fourth of an 




inch, while the remainder was dark-colored and rong;h, ap- 
parently marking the encysted or sacculated portion, as may 
be seen in the specimen which is here presented, 
as well as in the accompanying pliotograjih. 

After thorough irrigation a large, soft catheter i 
was introduced into the bladder through the peri- \ 
neal opening and left in, the proximal extremity of 
the catheter being fastened into a male urinal. — 

The patient did not experience a single unfavorable result. 
All pain and difficulty about the bladder was removed. The 
mine flowed freely into the catheter. There was uo rise of 
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pulse or temperature. The catheter was removed on the third 
day. Oil the fourth the patient began to urinate through the 
urethra. On the fifth he no longer passed any urine through 
the wound. A No. 34 French sound was passed every other day 
through the urethra and well into the bladder. By the ninth 
day the wound of operation was healed, the urine was free from 
pus as a sediment, every symptom of former troubles had dis- 
appeared, and on the morning of the tenth day he left for his 
home in Scranton, apparently well in every respect. 

Encysted calculi are fortunately rare. Several interesting 
examples are cited in Sir Henry Thompson's recent edition 
(1880) of his work on " Practical Lithotomy and Lithotrity," 
page 93 et sequitur. " A calculus," he says, " may be alto- 
gether contained in a cyst in the bladder, a small part of its 
surface only being exposed at the mouth of the cyst." " I had 
the opportunity," he further says, " of watching at University 
College Hospital one example of this, which was once, and only 
once, struck with a sound during life, although the sounding 
was repeatedly performed. ... At death the condition 
described was found, and it was then obvious that the chance 
of striking such a calculus was exceedingly remote, and that 
no operation could have removed it." In the present case a 
distinct click was appreciated during exploration of the blad- 
der on two separate occasions, in just the locality where the 
stone was subsequently found, but as this could not be repeated, 
it was referred to some accidental sound outside the bladder. 
The difficulty of thoroughly exploring the bladder with the 
unaided finger became painfully apparent in this case, where 
failure and success in diagnosis was seen to have depended 
upon but one-fourth of an inch in the length of the finger. 
This fact suggested the desirability of some ready method by 
which the finger might be efficiently supplemented under similar 
circumstances. The accompanying contrivance for length- 
ening the right forefinger may be readily constructed of ordi- 
nary copper wii'e, and will, I think, answer the desired pur- 
pose. 

But for the rare fortune of finally discovering this encysted 
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stone, in all probability the trouble would have been relegated 
to the list of obscure reflex nervous disorders depeiident upon 
urethral, spinal, or rectal causes, until a post-mortem examina- 
tion should have revealed the true nature of the difliculty. It 
must not be forgotten, however, that symptoms almost, if not 
perfectly identical with those of stone in the bladder, in cer- 
tain cases, may arise from reflex causes quite independent of 
the presence of stone in the bladder, free or encysted. 




It may not be irrelevant to our purpose here to cite a single 
instance in point, which was published by rae in the Hosjdtal 
Gazette of June 22, 1879, but which has now the added interest 
of nearly three yeara' subsequent experience : 

Mr. W , sixty-four years of age, came under my observation 

December 25, 1876, with the following letter from his family 

physician : " Mr. W is suffering from enlarged prostate gland 

and the symptoms which usually accompany that condition of 
things, and his trouble has been coming on for some time past 
— difficulty in passing urine, pain, and straining, requiring use 
of catheter. Treatment has been : use of catheter, warm hip- 
baths, suppositories of opium and belladonna, laxatives, infus* 
buchu, mur. tr. iron, as the symptoms from time to time in- 
dicated, with regulation of diet, etc." From the patient I 
gleaned the following : Never had gonorrhoea. First trouble 
of urinary apparatus was an attack of dysuria March, 1875, 
without any apparent cause, except, perhaps, drinking largely 
of carbonic acid water; lasted nearly a day, and passed off 
without treatment Second, four months after, similar to first ; 
quite well in the interval. Again free for a month, when 
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arinations became gradually moi-e frequent during day, and 
obliged him to rise four or five times during the night ; walk- 
ing gave him relief. Finally had a retention of urine, lasting, 
with much suflFering, for twelve hours. Introduction of cathe- 
ter resisted. Dr. Stephen Smith (visiting physician to Bellevne 
and St. Vincent's Hospitals), who was called in consultation, 
passed a catheter and drew off the urine. From this time, 
catheter used three times in twenty-four hours. No urine 
passed voluntarily; great urgency and frequent agonizing pain 
before passing catheter; great straining, involving diaphragm 
and abdominal muscles. This condition continued up to the 
date mentioned, December 25, 1876. 

Examination of prostate by me shows but slight^ if any en- 
largement. Ordinary catheter passes in without force. Urine 
drawn is thick with pus and mucus. 

Examination of penis : Circumference, 3f inches ; meatus, 32 ; 
size of urethra, 36 mm. from meatus to bulbo-membranous junc- 
tion, as shown by urethrometer. Quiet and infus. triticum re- 
pens prescribed. January 2, careful examination made for 
stone ; none found. Bladder irrigated with solution of borax 
twice a day. Examination of several specimens of urine showed 
nothing but catarrhal elements. No abnormal condition could 
be detected about the neck of bladder, and yet the patient 
could pass no urine voluntarily, and as soon as he made the 
effort, tenesmus of the vesical neck came on, which gave great 
distress. 

Passing urine every two hours through catheter, which he 
has been taught to introduce. Having seen cases of somewhat 
similar character, and unable to find any cause for the trouble, 
except a spasmodic one, / introduced with great care^ bearing 
in mind the importance of such a procedure in a man of his 
agCj and suffering with disease of the bladder, a No. 32 solid 
steel sound, without force, through the entire urethra. I then 
followed it quickly with No. 34, in order to over-distend the 
membranous urethra, which I believed to be the seat of the 

trouble. A few minutes after, Mr. W was seized with his 

accustomed desire to urinate, rushed into an adjoining closet 
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and introduced his catheter as usual. Returning somewhat 
hurriedly to resume conversation thus suddenly broken off, in 
two or three minutes he again felt desire to urinate, and believ- 
ing that his bladder had been emptied, simply took up the 
chamber, without any idea of urinating, when, to his infinite 
astonishment and delight, he passed with perfect ease over a 
gill of urine. This was the first passed voluntarily since first 
relieved of his retention by Dr. Stephen Smith. Fj-om this 

time Mr. W passed his urine wiihoxat the aid of a catheter^ 

on an average of every two houre for the next four days, intro- 
ducing the catheter only night and morning for the purposes 
of irrigation. Great and rapid improvement in health and 
entire freedom from straining and tenesmus. 

January 4:th. — To carry out the treatment by over-distention^ 
more fully, I incised the meatus to 36 mm., the pre-ascertained 
normal calibre of the urethra, and passed a No. 36 solid steel 
sound with complete ease through the entire urethra and well 
into the bladder. 

From that time the recovery from cystitis was rapid, and 
urine was passed voluntarily and in full stream up to October 
18th (over nine months), when the patient called to say that he 
had remained quite well up to two weeks previously, not having 
in the interval to rise during the entire night to urinate; but 
that, since then, having taken cold by sitting on a cold stone, 
his urine had presented some sediment, and his urination was 
with increased frequency. The only treatment (aside from' 
infus. triticum repens), was by introduction of a No. 33 solid 
sound. 

October 19th. — Mr. W called to say that the irritation at 

neck of bladder, and referred to end of penis, disappeared at 
once on introduction of the sound the day previous. Intervals 
of urination increased to between three and four hours, rising 
only once during the night. Recovery from the vesical catarrh, 
which was but slight, was complete within the week, and Mr. 
W., who is still under my observation in a general wa}', has 
been entirely well of his urinary trouble from that date to the 
present, over six years. 
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In this case, in the absence of any prostatic enlargement or 
discovery of any polypoid growth, the evidences of hidden 
stone were most marked until the passage of a full-sized sound, 
which promptly demonstrated the reflex nature of the diflSculty. 

I beg leave now to present this case of 

pUesistbntly rboubbino spasm of the bladder dueing a 
febiod op over twenty yeab8, be8ultino in thickening 
of its walls, dilatation of the ubetbbs, and hydbone- 
fhbosib — death fbom ubismia. 

Mr. Z , fifty-seven years of age, had suffered from 

frequent, difficult, and more or less painful urination for 
over twenty years. His earliest trouble with the genito- 
urinary apparatus was an acute urethritis, which soon 
merging into a chronic form lasted for some years, during 
which he was treated for urethral stricture by several sur- 
geons. Subsequently he came under the care of a distin- 
guished physician of New York City. At this time he was 
suffering from frequent micturition and other troubles of the 
genito-urinary apparatus, which suggested the possible pre- 
sence of stone in the bladder, a search for which proving un- 
successful, the patient was referred to an eminent surgeon 
(this was in 1860), who also failed to find any calculus, and 
treated him for some time by local and general measures for 
his cystitis, with varying success. The frequent and painful 
urination continued, however, and he came under the care of 
various surgeons, and physicians, regular and irregular. He 
was at one time under the care of Sir Henry Thompson of 
London, who also examined him for stone in the bladder, but 
found none. M. Civiale, of Paris, also made a most exhaustive 
examination with the same negative result. The patient, in re- 
lating his experience with M. Civiale said : " 1 was unfortunate 
enough to arrive in Paris just after an important personage 
who had suffered from symptoms of stone, and had been ex- 
amined by many surgeons without detecting any stone, had 
been referred to M. Civiale. After a long and careful search 
Civiale found and removed a very small, rough calculus. With 
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this success fresh in his mind, he examined my bladder with 
such thoroughness that I was confined to my bed for six weeks 
after — but he found no stone." His frequent and pain- 
ful urination continued unrelieved, and his urine, at times 
bloody and always with more or less pus, was passed every 
hour, or oftener, for several years. Treatment in great variety 
had been used under the advice of eminent surgeons and medi- 
cal men of every school. Patent medicines, medicinal waters, 
and spiritualistic agencies had all been tried without avail. 
Everything, he said, that had ever been attempted for his re- 
lief, instrumental, local, or medicinal, had signally failed, and 
for the few years past he had been under the general care of 

Dr. M . His sufferings increased to such an extent, that 

surgical aid seemed imperatively called for. He was referred 
to a surgeon eminent in genito-urinary matters, who also failing 
to find any stone to account for the cystitis, ti'eated it by re- 
peated washings and the occasional passage of a No. 26 sound 
into the bladder ; which latter procedure, the patient stated, 
was the only thing that had ever been done for him that ap- 
peared to do him any good. 

After a time his sufferings increased and became complicated 
with malarious symptoms. He was then greatly debilitated, 
and in almost constant suffering with his urinary diflSculty, 
when I was called to see him. His general appearance was 
that of a man suffering from malignant disease. His urination, 
which occurred regularly at intervals of about fifteen minutes, 
was one continued agonizing spasm for about two minutes at 
each act. The spasm he said was less frequent and less severe 
at night. He complained also of severe pain in the region of 
the left kidney. This, he said, he had had from time to time 
for a long period, and surgeons had universally attributed it to 
the presence of a stone in the kidney. Frequent examinations 
of his urine had failed to detect any organic disease of the 
kidney. A large quantity of epithelium from the bladder had, 
at one time, suggested the possibility of epithelioma of the 
bladder ; cancer had also been suggested. The pains during 
micturition were always referred to the region of the neck of 
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the bladder, pubis, and perineum. He had never had any pain 
in the glans penis, nor was his trouble aggravated by motion, 
or in a carriage. He suflFered only during urination. He had 
long worn a urinal. Diet, chiefly of milk. On December 30, 
1881, 1 was called in consultation by Dr. Lewis Fisher, the 
family physician, and obtained the following particulars of the 
case. On December 31st, a careful general examination failed 
to discover any evidences of organic disease in the thoracic or 
abdominal regions. The penis showed a circumference of three 
and three-fourths inches and a urethral orifice of 25 French. 
Examination with the urethrometer showed a normal calibre of 
37 French from bnlbo-membranous junction to within three- 
fourths of an inch of the urethral orifice, where the canal sud- 
denly narrowed to 26 French, registering the same to the ori- 
fice, where it was 25 French. The repeated examinations of 
the bladder (some quite recent) by distinguished surgeons, to- 
gether with the entire absence of pain in the glans penis, or 
any sudden stoppage of urine during the act of urination, satis- 
fled me that if there was any stone in the bladder it was en- 
cysted, and probably would not be discovered by the use of 
the sound. The case seemed to me one where the spasm of the 
bladder, occurring with great frequency and severity through 
such along period of time — ^then over twenty years — must have 
ended his existence long before if due to organic disease of the 
spine or kidneys, and no evidence of any organic disease being 
present. I suggested the possibility of the diflSculty being in 
a measure, if not wholly, of reflex origin, and due to the irri- 
tation of the contracted and thickened urethral orifice, and pro- 
posed to test the truth of it by dividing the meatus so as to 
make it correspond completely with the remaining portion of 
the canal. To this the patient finally consented. 

OperatioUj Sunday, January 1st. — Patient brought under the 
influence of ether by Dr. Bangs. I then made a division of 
meatus and tissues extending three-fourths of an inch back, from 
25 mm. to 38 mm. and passed a No. 37 solid sound well into the 
bladder without the least force. Following this, there was ab- 
solute incontinence, the urine passhig away without pain, and 
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almost without consciousness. This condition of things con- 
tinued without especial change until Wednesday, the 4:th inst., 
when he had some slight power to retain his urine, and for the 
first time, a twinge of pain. He remarked that the second night 
after the operation he had the best night's sleep he had had for 
ten years. His habitual hypodermic dose of morphia had been 
omitted up to Wednesday, when, in the early evening, an attack 
of the kidney colic (left side) which he had previously suffered 
from came on, and with such violence that Dr. Fisher was sent 
for, and administered ten drops of morphia hypodermically. 
A comfortable night's rest resulted. On Thursday morning, 
the patient appeared in good condition, passing urine without 
pain. Thursday night he had another attack of pain in the 
kidney requiring another hypodermic injection. Another com- 
fortable night. The next day (Friday) he felt miserably, little 
or no appetite, consciousness of desire to urinate every half 
hour, some slight control and some pain, now^ and for the 
first time in the history of the case, referred especially to the 
end of the penis. Never before had any pain at the head of 
the penis. The pain, previous to operation, was always and 
solely referred to the neck of the bladder. Took no morphia, 
staid in bed all day. Last night, suffered from pain in head 
of penis whenever he attempted to urinate, but, when he 
checked the effort, the urine would flow without pain. In all, 
had alx)ut six attacks of the pain referred to during the night. 
To-day, Saturday, January 7th, feels weak ; no appetite ; 
urinates about every half hour. Now, at 1.40, has not passed 
urine for forty minutes. Urine under better control. While 
dressing this morning he had two or three slight urinations 
during the hour, with quite sharp spasms of pain in the head of 
the penis. Since then the spasms of pain have been less in 
degree and frequency. Pus and mucus, which heavily loaded 
the urine at the date of the operation, have distinctly and 
steadily decreased up to the present time. Held urine for fifty 
minutes and then urinated voluntarily without pain, but very 
slowly. After this, passed No. 37 bulb through the meatus 
only (and this simply to keep it patent), but with less pain than 



160 Transactions of the 

anticipated and less than at any time before. The bladder, 
which was washed out with warm salt water twice a day before 
operation, has not been touched since that date. Advise to 
have this resnmed to-day. Milk diet. 

January 8th. — Had a poor night. Frequent and severe 
spasms extending from head of the penis to the bladder, was 
greatly weakened by them; occurring twenty or twent)^-five 
times during the night. These lasted two to three minutes, and 
were always excited by the effort to pass water, passing only 
half an ounce at a time. Yesterday, washed out the bladder 
about 5 p. M., with no special effort. This pain in the head of 
the penis is quite new, and was not felt at any time before the 
operation, and not until live days after, when it came on sud- 
denly. Much of the increased nervousness appears to be due 
to reaction from moi'phine. Spasms have been less for the last 
three hours, and has once passed water without spasm. Has 
taken no morphia since night before last, when he had ten drops 
by hypodermic injection. Now takes an injection of six drops. 
Says that effect of this will last to make him comfortable until 
to-morrow. 

January 9th. — Has had a better night, only half a dozen 
spasms. This morning apparently under the influence of 
morphia, most probably ursemia, as he had only five drops last 
evening. Urine quite thick with 'pus, and has passed a full 
pint since 7.30 this a. m. Complains of great exhaustion, but is 
evidently so uraemic that not much can be inferred from what 
he says. At 2.50, he had a severe paroxysm, about one and 
a half minutes pain in bladder. At 3.15, another. At 4.30 
Dr. Fisher gave him rectal injection of peptonized beef. He 
continued in somnolent condition, but less profound. About 
10 p. M. Dr. M called. Frequency of urinations as fol- 
lows, 10.5, 11, and 11.45, the last being accompanied by great 
pain. 

January 10th. — Urinated with great pain every hour, some- 
times oftener. After pain stopped, dropped off to sleep, but 
could be roused easily. Attempted to give beef enema, but 
he refused to have it. 
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Died nrsemic on the lltlu 

Autopsy hy Dr. Welck. — ^^ By request only the abdominal or- 
gans were examined. KzDiisrs. — ^Both kidneys are enlarged. 




OaUlne iketcli, from photognpb of post-mortan spedmen in caMof ICr. Z. 

The fibrous capsule is adherent to the surface of the organs. 
The cortical substance presents a grayish, nearly uniform ap- 

* OalcQlnfl found in the bladder and fitting in calyx of right kidnej^ 

11 
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pearance, with little trace of the normal markingg. The 
pyramids are in a great part encroached upon by the dilated 
oalyced. No abscesftes are present in the kidifeye. The pelvis 
and calyx of each kidney are greatly dilated, and contain tnrbid, 
ammoniacal urine. The ureters are likewise dilated, so that 
their calibre nearly equals that of the small intestine. The walls 
of the ureters are thickened. No obstruction to the passage of 
urine exists either in the pelvis of the kidneys or in the ureters. 

" Bladdeb. — The wall of the bladder is thickened to about 
four times its normal diameter. This thickening affects all of 
the coats of the bladder, but especially the muscular tissue. 
The mucous membi'ane of the bladder is thickened, and pre- 
sents in many places, especially about the base, slightly elevated, 
grayish, discolored patches, such as are seen in the so-called 
diphtheritic cystitis. The capacity of the bladder is about that 
of the normal organ. Its contents are ammoniacal, purulent 
urine, and a small calculus. This calculus is about an inch in 
length and conical in shape, resembling in form somewhat a 
canine tooth. Such a calculus might have been formed in one 
of the dilated renal calyces. The calculus is apparently of re- 
cent formation, being very friable and composed wholly of 
phosphates, without a nucleus of uric acid or oxalate of lime, 
as was shown by chemical examination. 

" Ubethba and Pkostate. — ^The prostate was of about normal 
size and had not occasioned any obstruction so far as could be 
detected. The calibre of the urethra seemed normal, present- 
ing no evidences of stricture. 

"Spleen. — The spleen is somewhat enlarged and surrounded 
by firm, fibrous adhesions. The liver, stomach, and intestines 
present no noticeable changq. The microscopical examination 
of the kidney shows a marked new growth of fibrillated con- 
nective tissue, which is infiltrated with lymphoid cells. The 
uriniferous tubes are, in places, compressed and atrophied, in 
places dilated, in places filled with fatty epithelium. 

^^Diagnosis. — Chronic cystitis with dilatation of the ureter^, 
hydronephrosis and chronic interstitial nephritis. The cause 
of the cystitis is not apparent." 
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We have, then, here conditions which are not explained by any* 
tiling fonnd in the kidneys, ureters, or bladder. The cause of the 
hypertrophy of the bladder walls, the dilatation of the ureters, 
the dilatation of the kidney, and the interstitial nephritis would 
hare been plain had a mechanical obstruction to the flow of 
urine been discovered, but none was apparent : it was certainly 
not in the kidney, ureters, or bladder. At every period in the 
progress of the case, sounds passed easily into the bladder. 
There was therefore no apparent mechanical obstacle in the 
urethra, and yet the conditions were such as to demand a me- 
chanical obstruction to the exit of urine from the bladder to 
account for their existence. It appears to me that the only 
possible solution of the difficulty is through the claim of a per- 
sistently rectirring spasmodic closure of the orifice of the blad- 
der, as a result of irritation reflected from some point in the 
urethra. The examination of the urethra on December Slst 
showed a normal urethral calibre of 38 mm., except at the ori- 
fice, where this and one- half inch of the canal was contracted to 
26 French, thus showing an obstruction, practically a stricture, 
of 13 mm. In this connection it is interesting to recall the fact 
that in the very early history of the case there was a persistent 
urethral discharge, and that he was treated for urethral stric- 
ture by several surgeons. 

The possible influence of a contracted meatus urinarius in 
producing, in certain cases, disturbance more or less grave 
throughout the urinary tract has long been known, although not 
generally appreciated. M. Oiviale in his " Traits Pratique des 
Maladies Genito-TTrinsBus," second edition, Paris, 1850, at page 
160 says : " That which has struck me most forcibly in divid- 
ing a meatus, often only slightly contracted, is the sudden and 
complete change effected in the general condition of the 
patient. The constriction, which seemed hardly to impede the 
flow of urine, is no sooner divided than »all morbid symptoms 
vanish — ^the urethral walls, which were rigid, hard, and inelas- 
tic, immediately recover their normal condition. The bougie, 
which at first passed only with difficulty and pain, slips into 
the bladder with ease and in five or six days the slight incision 
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at the meatus heals perfectly, and the patient finds himself in 
a state so satisfactory that it would be incredible but for the 
fact that the instances are again and again repeated ; an 
effect so prompt, through means of which the significance is 
plain, shows that the slightest obstruction in the urethra is 
able to produce the gravest symptoms, local and general." 
Again, in 1868, Sir Henry Thompson, in the second edition of 
his work on " Stricture of the Urethra," page 249, says : " 1 
have given complete relief to distressing symptoms of very 
long continuance, the cause of which was not suspected^ by 
dividing an external meatus, which nevertheless admitted a 
No. 6 English catheter. I have met," he further remarks, 
^' with three marked examples of a similar kind, in which the 
very simple operation necessary was followed by a complete 
disappearance of urinary difficulties, which had long been re- 
garded as of an extremely obscure character." In 1874 a paper 
was read by me before the New york Academy of Medicine, 
on " Keflex Irritations throughout the Genito-Urinary Tract, re- 
sulting from Contraction of the Urethra, at .or near the Meatus 
IJrinarius, Congenital or Acquired." In this paper, nineteen 
cases of this kind were cited, in one of which. Case XYII. (page 
26 of monograph on "Eeflex Irritation," published by McDivitt, 
Campbell & Co., and republished in the Charleston Medical 
Journal and BevieWj of July, 1874), in which frequent mictu- 
rition of ten years' standing, complicated finally by a grave and 
prolonged cystitis ; this was promptly relieved by the division 
of ameatus, which readily admitted the passage of a 23 French 
bulbous sound. Further proof of the capa9ity of anterior ure- 
thral contractions to induce spasm of the urethra and bladder 
may be seen in my work on " Stricture of Male Uretlira," second 
edition, Putnam's Sons, New York, 1880, page 301 et seq.^ and 
in articles on " Drethrismus, or Chronic Spasmodic Stricture," 
in the Hospital Oaaette of April 19, 1879, and June 28, 1879. 
In all the cases reported by Civiale, Sir Henry Thompson, 
and myself, immediate relief followed division of the con- 
traction. 
In the case of Mr. Z ^ the subject of this report, relief to the 



JSTeu) York Academy of Medicine. 165 

spasm of the bladder supervened immediately upon the com- 
plete division of the contraction at the meatns nrinarins, followed 
by the introduction of a sound corresponding in size with the 
normal calibre of the urethra, as previously determined by 
measurement with the urethrometer. How much of this relief 
was due to the passage of the instrument, may be a question, 
but not the least more force was used in its passage than in 
that of an ordinary sound or catheter through a healthy urethra, 
and not the least pain was subsequently felt which could be 
considered a consequence of this procedure. The only result 
which was in any way different from other cases where a 
similar operation had been performed was the complete incon- 
tinence which followed, and wh'ch continued until the fourth 
day, when slight power of retention was also accompanied by 
a slight twinge of pain. The recurrence of the spasm of the 
bladder soon after, as a distinct eflFect of the sudden advent of 
the calculus, renders the estimate as to the permanence of relief 
to the spasm through the operation entirely conjectural. It 
still remains, however, that the cessation of painful and fre- 
quently recurring spasm of many years' standing was immediate 
and complete, as a result of the operation, and practically so 
continued until an added mechanical irritation within the 
bladder reinstated it. The proof that the spasms which came 
on on the fifth day after the operation procedure were due to 
the sudden presence of the calculus were, first, that it was for 
the first time in the history of the case accompanied by a well- 
defined pain in the glans penis, which persisted until the ter- 
mination of the case ; second, that the calculus was recent, as 
indicated by its great friability, and its shape centra-indicated 
its origin within the bladder, but distinctly pointed to one of 
the calyces of the left kidney, into which it was subsequently 
shown to fit in the most perfect manner. In the absence, then, 
of any other means explaining the years of suffering endured 
by Mr. Z , of accounting for the post-mortem conditions pre- 
sented in his case, it appears to me reasonable to claim that 
the difficulty was of reflex origin, dependent chiefly, if not 
wholly, upon the contracted meatus urinarius, and I think we 
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are warranted in believing that, if this condition and its possible 
effects had been appreciated at an earlier period in his life, 
years of agonizing suffering would have been avoided, and that 
his life might have been saved thi*ough an operation, in a sur- 
gical point of view, of the most insignificant possible character. 
In considering the salient featares of the foregoing cases, 
which I believe to be typical, it must, I think, be admitted 
that symptomatic evidences of organic or idiopathic disease of 
the bladder and prostate, as well as of stone or other advent!- 
tioas material in the bladder, should be received with the 
distinct understanding that such evidences are possibly due 
entirely, or in part, to sources of irritation quite outside of the 
organs apparently the subject of disease. 



CASES BEABING ON THE DIAGNOSIS AND LOCALIZATION 
OF GEBEBBAL DISEASES AND THEIB DIFFIOULTIES. 

By B. G. JANBWAT. M.D., 

WWJtLOW OV TU VBW TOBK ACADXXT OW KXDICZVB.] 

(Bead befoce the Academy, November, 18S2.) 

I have thought that it would be more profitable if I should 
at this meeting present before you results and cases bearing 
upon the subject announced on the card. Had I taken the 
subject of cerebral localization alone, I should feel, except in 
so far as I could contribute cases bearing upon this subject, 
that I was uselessly occupying your time. The numerous 
works which have appeared have culled the available cases, 
and presented them in shades varying somewhat with the au- 
thor's views on the subject. The work of Ferrier, the pub- 
lished lectures of our fellow, Dr. Seguin, the numerous jour- 
nal articles, and the translation of Dr. Charcot^s work in 
English ; the works of Grasset, of Charcot and Pitres, and of 
Boyes, etc., in French, and of Nothnagel and of Exner, give 
information up to the time of their issue. 

Amongst the diseases which most frequently present diflS- 
culties, I would first allude to the fevers. Head and front in 
this class stands typhus fever, on account of the marked cere- 
bral symptoms usually attendant on it. Yet there is none 
about which it is more necessary to arrive at a correct conclu- 
sion, owing to the liability to the spread of the disease by con- 
tagion. The writer knows of cases, both during tlie outbreak 
of the last and the present winter, in which a certificate of 
death from cerebritis, alcoholism, etc., should have been writ- 
ten typhus fever. The result was that the disease was spread 
to relatives and friends, and the mistake discovered when an 
investigation as to the mode of origin in one of these latter had 
been conducted. The converse was also true, that cases of 
cerebral disease, encephalitis, and meningitis were supposed to 
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have typhus fever. The difficulty in deciding between these 
conditions is dependent upon die exaggeration of some of the 
factors of the fever, the delirium, stupor, stiffness at the back 
of the neck, and slowing or irregularity of the pulse. The 
stiffness at the buck of the neck more particularly misleads, if 
somewhat pi-ominent. With reference to this point, I saw, in 
particular, one lad and a group in one family. In the lad's 
case this was a pretty marked feature ; he was delirious, some- 
what stupid, pulse frequent, not irregular, and an ophthalmos- 
copic examination showed no apparent change in the disc or 
vessels. Yet there was no eruption, and there was but a single 
temperature record. The probabilities, save the stiffness of 
neck, were in favor but not decisive of fever. I resorted then, 
as I have on other occasions, to an additional means of deci- 
sion — ^an investigation of the boy's surroundings. The report 
received was that a member of the family had died of a fever, 
and that others were sick at the time with the symptoms and 
eruption of typhus. 

This study of causation is in not a few instances of marked 
value in deciding doubtful cases at an early period ; and I can 
commend it to you. There is still another, which, together 
with this, will throw light on a single case of a group sick, the 
others having recovered, or died, providing that this one have 
symptoms rendering a diagnosis doubtful. It consists in a use 
of the duration of the disease in those recovered. Hence, if 
several members of a family have had a fever, or supposed 
brain inflammation, and the duration sliould have been in each 
twelve to fourteen days, then the probabilities are decidedly in 
favor of typhus ; for tubercular meningitis would not attack 
several members of a family in a short period of time, nor 
could we expect recoveries ; hence the only probable condition 
would be cerebro-spinal meningitis, and the duration in difli- 
cult cases of this disease is apt to vary greatly. There is one 
condition, however, which simulates both disease of the brain 
and typhus, from the fact of the participation of the brain in 
the process in many cases. This is acute ulcerative endocar- 
ditis. We have in this, as you know, the development of soft 
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masses on the heart-valves, which, as a rale, are ulcerated, and 
then the little fragments from these pass as emboli to the dif- 
ferent organs, giving rise in the skin to petechisB from the ob- 
stmction of small arteries. According to the site, size of ar- 
tery, and number of emboli in the brain will a varying picture 
be produced. In such cases as have no heart murmur, from 
tiie disease being situated on the auricular aspect of mitrals, 
or from weakness of the heart's action, without defined par- 
alysis, the presence of petechise must naturally excite a sus- 
picion of typhus, if the latter disease is, or has been prevailing 
in the place or neighborhood. Should, however, petechise be 
present on the body, and a definite paralysis occur, as of an 
arm, or hemiplegia, or these have proceeded, or should aphasia 
occur, then a suspicion of the presence of this disease, or of 
multiple embolism from some other source, would at once be 
awakened. Last autumn I met with a patient presenting these 
features. 

The history was that he had fallen from his wagon and 
been brought to the hospital. Nothing was known of his past 
history or surroundings. The spleen was somewhat enlarged, 
the rash was petechial, he was in a stupor, and had fever.. The 
left arm raised dropped readily to side. The temperature was 
104^ F.; pulse, 120. On the next day he remained in the 
same condition. Thermometer, 104i°, a.m. ; 103** p.m.;; pulse, 
140 ; respiration, 40. He died at 12,45 a.m. of the third 
day after my seeing him. The duration of the disease was 
possibly ten days. The autopsy disclosed two distinct condi- 
tions : The heart showed the aortic valves covered with a soft 
mass of vegetations, with slight erosion of their surfaces. In 
addition, pericarditis existed. The middle cerebral artery of 
the right side, outer branch, contained embolus. The spleen 
and kidneys contained numerous infarctions. In addition tO' 
the lesion on the right side of the brain, there was discovered 
a cyst in the anterior lobe of the left side, reaching to, but not 
involving, the posterior fourth of the first and second convolu- 
tions of the frontal lobe. The dura was adherent to the pia 
over its site, and it was filled by a plexus of convoluted vessels 
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above and hj clear semm below. It occupied particularly the 
middle portion of the second frontal convolution, and }:ro- 
jected downward to the corpus callosum, oovering the anterior 
horn of the lateral ventricle. After discovering this, an addi* 
tional inquiry resulted in disclosing that the patient had been 
subject to epileptic seizures, following an injury received in 
the left frontal region several years before. A cicatrix existed 
over the outer part of the left eyebrow, reaching to the bone. 
But there was no evidence that the bone had been fractured or 
perforated. In attempting a diagnosis with the meagre facts 
at fii*st possessed, and in the absence of a heart murmur, taking 
the fever and the petechial eruption into account, I advised 
that the patient be quarantined. Some will question the pos- 
sibility of the disease having been typhus fever, to which the 
endocarditis was superadded. I can only say that the exist- 
.ence of this disease dates within the last few years, so far as 
^concerns its recognition in the category of special disease con- 
ditions. I have seen illustrations of it years ago in connection 
with puerperal fever. In this disease it is, as in the case above 
given, the cause for the development of hemiplegias and par- 
alysis, if such occur. In the work of your president will be 
found an illustrative case, which occurred in 1872, at Bellevue 
Hospital, under the head of cerebral embolism. 

To return to the diagnosis : I considered the possibility of 
the fall from his wagon having been due to the weakness of 
fever, and that the paralysis, or better, paresis, might mean 
that as a result of such fall he had a clot on the surface of the 
brain ; also that this, together with the fever, had probably 
caused the stupor. I should again err on the safe side in- 
quarantining such a patient I might add that in so far as the 
absence of the spread of the disease would be considered evi- 
dence against typhus, we had that as an argument in favor of 
the endocarditis being due to some unknown septic cause, per- 
haps gaining entrance to the body through the influence of his 
work, as driver of an ash cart. As regards the cyst on the left 
side, this was evidently an old affair, as the condition of the 
veins and its own character proved. I allude to it as another 
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illuBtratioB, if one were needed, to show the absence of par- 
alysis from lesion of the anterior lobe at that point. It very 
possibly stood in causative relation to the epileptic convulsions. 

Typhoid fever rarely poses under the form of cerebral dis- 
ease, owing to its longer f onuing stage, and the usual tympan- 
itic abdomen, and diarrhoea. Yet, at times, patients seen late 
in the disease, without diarrhoea or eruption, may deceive a 
physician ; or, on the other hand, the typhoid state, which pre- 
cedes death in certain chronic brain diseases, as tumor, or in the 
multiple embolism of ulcerative endocarditis, or in tubercular 
meningitis, may mislead, if no careful history is obtained. I 
have known the headache, pain in the back and limbs, with 
some stiffness of the neck-muscles, associated with early delir- 
ium, give rise to inquiry as to possible meningitis, the bowels 
being constipated ; and broncho-pneumonia, under such cir- 
cumstances, to still further increase the doubt, by raising the 
suspicion of tubercular trouble in the lung. Moreover, I have 
known of instances in which, on tracing the origin of typhoid 
fever in an institution, cases of death were found which had 
been considered to be due to meningitis, but which from their 
arrangement with reference to the other cases made it prob- 
able that they were illustrations of this possible error ; and in 
one of such groups typhoid fever occurred among the inmates 
of the house to which the invalid had gone. 

I have on several occasions, finding the muscles very tender, 
sore and stiff, thought of the possibility of trichinae, and if on 
inquiry the pa.tient admitted eating raw ham or pork, and was 
free from delirium or marked stupor, as happened on two oc- 
casions, whilst waiting for the dilatation of the pupil I have 
taken out a small piece of the deltoid for microscopic examina- 
tion, in order to exclude this as an accompanying disease, 
should the facts warrant a diagnosis of basilar meningitis. I 
will allude to one of these cases when speaking of Bright's 
disease. The freedom from delirium manifested by some in- 
dividuals in the earlier stages of ba^lar meningitis is remark- 
able, though not surprising, when the freedom of the convexity 
is considered, and the absence at such time of marked pressure 
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effects. Tlie examination of the mnscle can be performed so 
easily that no objection need be entertained to it in appropri- 
ate cases. 

Malarial diseases, fortunately, are not often mistaken for 
cerebral, though the converae is not true. For as regards 
those with paroxysmal headache, especially if conjoined with 
fever, a mistake is not unlikely to happen. Tumors, particu- 
larly, are apt to be attended with cephalalgia, and I have known 
it to be as periodic as a tertian. Later I shall nan*ate an illus- 
trative instance bearing on another subject. The earlier stages 
of cerebral abscess, or of a pachymeningitis suppurativa ex- 
terna, leading to abscess, or to septo-meningitis suppurativa, 
may be attended by both headache and hectic type of fever, 
which, as I had occasion to note this summer, may so simulate 
a malarial as to render a decision dependent upon a careful 
survey of all symptoms, and upon the presence of an otitis, an 
injury of the skull with bare bone, or of some other lesion ex- 
posing the bone to the influence of the atmosphere and germs 
floating in it. I have twice known so simple an operation as 
rhinoplastic, the skin being taken from the forehead, to follow 
the above course. Unfortunately, we meet cases of a severer 
type of malarial fever, so far as our city is concerned, usually 
coming f i-om more tropical climates, which may lead in the 
comatose and convulsive types to the opinion that a cerebral 
disease exists. It is not impossible to have a coincidence of 
the two diseases ; and the malarial may produce such a perio- 
dicity in the symptoms that the question may be raised which 
disease should be given the prominence in the treatment I 
saw such a case last week, at Bellevue Hospital, in a man with- 
out a history, semi-unconscious, with marked rigidity of the 
back of the neck and some stiffness of the other muscles, but 
with a temperature of 104° F. on one day, 99° F. at the end 
of twelve hours, and 104° F. at the end of twenty-four 
hours. I could discover nothing else, on ophthalmoscopic ex- 
amination, than swollen retinal veins and capillary congestion 
of the disc. The autopsy, two days later, showed basilar men- 
ingitis and the lesions of malarial fever. I might add that in 
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this case I examined a drop of blood from the finger and one 
from the spleen^ bnt without finding trae pigment. I have 
found, in my notes of autopsies, a previous instance of this 
same combination, cerebro-spinal meningitis with the pig- 
mented liver and spliBen, indicative of malarial fever. Where 
malarial fever is abundant and severe, it is probable that such 
XK)mbinations would not be found uncommon. 

Pneumonia and pleurisy have been in numerous instances 
mistaken for meningitis and cerebral diseases. The former 
leads to this mistake much more frequently than the latter. It 
arises from the same condition as previously mentioned, an un- 
due prominence of muscular pain and stiffness in the cervical 
region, together with a reaction of the nervous system to the 
fever out of proportion to what ordinarily obtains. The error 
is not nearly so likely to obtain in adults as in children, with 
their delicate nervous organizations. It is aided by the ab- 
sence of the physical signs of pneumonia, which not infre- 
quently begins in the centre of the lung and takes several days 
before it reaches the surface. I have, in former years, seen as 
many as three cases of this error in a single fortnight. He 
who desires to give a positive opinion on a first visit will not 
infrequently be misled in these and similar conditions. More- 
over, it is not alone the central pneumonias which deceive, but 
those which begin in that portion of the lung high in the axil- 
lary region, or at the posterior summit of the lung. On the 
other hand, meningitis may coexist with pneumonia, or differ- 
ent cerebral diseases be complicated by its hypostatic or lobular 
types. The history and order of symptoms must be used in 
deciding such cases. 

Bright's disease of the kidneys, more especially the small 
contracted type, in various ways tends to mislead the physi- 
cian. It is a frequent accompaniment of cerebral hemorrhage, 
so that the rule of diagnosis sometimes given, that albumen 
and casts in the urine are to be allowed considerable import- 
ance in coming to a conclusion as to the cause of an apoplectic 
state, must be accepted in a guarded manner. I attach less 
weight to them than other considerations. These take into ac- 
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count the age of the patient, the prohable type of kidney dis- 
ease^ whether asaociated with hypertrophied heart and arterial 
changes, and far more important, the presence or absence of 
paralysis, monoplegic, hemiplegic, or general. I have known 
this finding of albumen to mislead in different cases, where the 
extravasated blood was beneath the skull, on the surface of the 
brain from pachymeningitis hemorrhagica, or from rupture of 
an aneurism of one of the arteries, or of a vein going to one of 
the sinuses. Whilst at times we may have a transient paralysis 
following the convulsions of Bright's disease, and a recovery 
takes place in a manner to render it improbable that extrava- 
sation of blood had occurred ; yet such occurrence necessarily 
must arouse a strong suspicion of hemorrhage or of some other 
morbid process to which the paralysis is connected in the rela- 
tion of cause and effect. 

Should there be any such method in the convulsion as is 
usually due to surface irritation of the brain, repeated convul- 
sions beginning at one point, extending to one side, and limited 
there, and if such convulsion should be unattended with loss 
of consciousness, it would naturally lead to the opinion, if 
acute in its development, of hemorrhage in the cortex at its 
motor portion. If paresis or paralysis of the convulsed side 
were found in the time between the convulsive seizures, it 
would tend to confirm the diagnosis. I saw such a case re- 
cently at Bellevue Hospital in a female with a history of hav- 
ing become unconscious, of having a fever reaching 104^ F., 
subsequently remitting, then convulsive seizures in the left 
side of the face, arm, and leg, with a paresis of these parts in 
the intervals between the paroxysms. These seizures lasted for 
two days. During the convulsions she was able to recognize and 
even to say a few words. Later she became entirely comatose. 
Her urine was scanty, albuminous, and contained casts. The 
autopsy showed considerable fluid blood and bloody serum in 
arachnoid sac. There was a firm blood clot adherent to the 
inner surface of the dura mater over the middle of the brain on 
the right side corresponding to the situation of the lower two- 
thirds of the vertical convolutions and the anterior extremity 
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of the temperosphenoidal lobe. There was only a thin layer 
over the upper third of the vertical convolutions. 

The kidneys showed chronic diffuse nephritis. 

The following case will illustrate a little different phase : 

0. R , aged thirtynaix, was brought to the hospital un- 
conscious. Those coming with him said that he had stayed at 
an hotel down town, had been a hard drinker, and had fallen 
in his room in the morning.; then coming dowu-stairs, he had 
again fallen, striking his head against the bar ; immediately 
after had convulsions, and that after these he became and had 
continued unconscious. When observed he was in coma, without 
Btertor, pulse 80, regular, insensible to skin irritation, general 
paralysis, pupils equally dilated, not acting to light. The 
urine, drawn off by a catheter, was found loaded with albumen. 
Later, stertor developed, the pulse became frequent, and death 
occurred fourteen hours after the convulsion. 

The autopsy showed a small, superficial clot on the left side 
in the arachnoid sac, and a much larger clot on the right side, 
compressing the brain. There was a clot in the longitudinal 
fissure also. His kidneys presented the appearance of chronic 
nephritis. 

Of all the varied cases which I have met none has impressed 
me more strongly than the following, concerning the uncer- 
tainty of diagnosis : 

Young man, sixteen yeara of age ; had at first been sent to 
the insane pavilion owing to a wild delirium, during which he 
used very profane language. There he stated that he had had 
two convulsions, one several months, the other ten days before 
his admission, and that he had been treated for kidney trouble. 
Later, he became less delirious, so that in response to questions 
he seemed simply to fail in proper regard for his surroundings, 
being alternately profane and facetious in his response to ques- 
tions. His marked symptoms were pain in the muscles on 
pressure out of proportion to cutaneous tenderness, marked 
rigidity of the muscles at the back of the neck, pupils con- 
tracted responsive to light, marked choked disc appearance in 
each eye, the oedematous infiltration being so great as to allow 
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the disc to be made out only by the coarse of the Tessels. The 
hearing was good. The power was equal in the muscles on 
the two sides of the body^ and there was no evidence of paraly- 
sis. The urine was retained Later, he became unconscious, 
and on the next day was in that condition, with well-marked 
Cheyne-Stokes respiration, of seven-second pauses and six to 
eight respiratory acts between the pauses. One quart of urine 
was drawn from the bladder by catheter. 

The autopsy showed that the spinal cord was normal, except 
that the cerebro-spinal fluid was stained reddish by blood- 
coloring matter, as was the pia mater of the (;ord posteriorly. 
The brain showed a clot of blood, three inches in length, by 
two in width, and one inch in thickness, in the lateral ventricle 
of left side, anterior horn and body, and a bloody serum in the 
other ventricles in quantity greater than normal. The hemor- 
rhage came from a small rupture in the wall of the lateral 
ventricle at the anterior extremity of the taenia semicircularis. 
A transverse rupture, about three-quarters of an inch long, ex- 
isted. The surrounding tissue was slightly blood-stained. In 
the centre of this little rent was a small miliary aneurism, 
from which the blood had come. 

The heart showed left ventricular hypertrophy. The kidneys, 
though apparently large, owed their size to hydro-nephrosis. 
The structure was not only compressed, but of the small gran- 
ular variety in structure. Tlie pelvis showed a chronic inflam- 
mation, and contained calculi of mixed blood-clot and phos- 
phatic nature. There was no stricture of the urethra nor any 
calculus in the bladder. 

The phenomena observed during life seemed to warrant the 
diagnosis of basilar or cerebro-spinal meningitis in addition to 
any kidney trouble. I must confess to having been surprised 
at a ventricular hemorrhage instead, considering the age. It 
may be questioned whether the retinal appearances were due 
to the ventricular hemorrhage, or dependent upon the kidney 
disease, and of anterior date to the hemorrhage. As sight was 
not markedly impaired at the time of examination, his history 
could throw no light upon that point. The phenomena of 
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rigidity, etc., were to be referred to the irritation of the ventri- 
cles, and to the increased flnid in the cerebro-spinal canal. 

It shonld be stated that the arteries of the brain did not ap- 
pear diseased, so far as the circle of Willis and pia were con- 
cerned. 

Fearing that if I continue to speak in the main of the results 
oi post-mortem examinations, you may feel that the majority 
of the cases observed pass under that crucial test, I desire to 
enter the following case, because at first the optic nerve appear- 
ances led to the supposition of Bright's disease. The histol'y 
was as follows : 

Male, twenty-two years of age, without any family or per- 
sonal tendency to disease. His habits had been good, and he 
was free from venereal disease. His first symptoms consisted of 
impaired eyesight, and the ophthalmoscope revealed appear- 
ances to the examiner which led him to suppose the disease due 
t9 Bright's disease. The whole subsequent course has, however, 
refuted that idea, and more than thirty examinations were made 
of the urine with negative results. 

His eyesight improved, independent of any treatment, to 
such an extent that he was able to read for and pass a difficult 
examination. Shortly after it again became so impaired that 
he was unable to read type, but at the end of ten months from 
his first attack it again improved, until at the end of a year he 
was able to read. He enjoyed perfect physical health until 
one year and eight months from the inception of the disease ; 
for during the spring he again passed a difficult examination, 
as he had done before. * At the end of the time mentioned he 
was seized with a violent headache, frontal on each side, and 
with nausea and vomiting. This condition lasted for two weeks, 
and the complaints were most marked after sleep. At the end 
of this time he awoke from sleep delirious, remaining so for 
twenty-four hours. The delirium disappeared' after free pur- 
gation. The headache, however, still continued, with vomiting, 
for five days. After the application of six leeches to frontal 
region and use of blisters, he was comfortable for four or five 
days. His pulse was 40 to 45, temperature normal, and secre- 

12 
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tions healthy. Then headache and vomiting returned for 
several days, relieved by similar measures. This paroxysmal 
headache continued for four or five weeks, with two or three 
days of remissions and of attacks. Then the intervals increased, 
and the attacks grew shorter and milder. During this period 
he had several times sensations as if he were going to sleep. 
At times he had also noticed a sensation as if he had a hard, 
rough substance of the size of a pigeon's egg principally at the 
tips of the fingera, now in the mouth, cheeks, often across the 
forehead, rarely below the level of the chest. He had no 
mental impairment until one year and nine months from the 
beginning of the complaint. I first saw him at this time. He 
was emaciated, weak, and listless, lying on the sofa on account 
of headache. He was obliged to walk with two persons sup- 
porting him, as his legs tended to give way under him. He 
presented no difference on tlae two sides ; all of the cranial 
nerves except the optic reacted well, and were free from 
lesion. He understood and answered questions only a little in- 
differently ; he occasionally forgot the names for colore, yellow 
and violet. His eyes were bright, pupil reflex to light good. 
The sensation was perfect. The urine was voided slowly. In 
walking he had no vertigo or tendency to rotation, simply a ten- 
dency, unless supported, to sit down. The sight was much im- 
paired, and the optic nerve presented the swollen or choked 
disc appearance. I heard at the end of two months that he 
grew woree, the mind becoming gradually more and more 
blunted, so that he simply recognized people while by him, but 
then lo^t all thought of them. He also had for some days a 
tremor in the right arm. After passing a couple of weeks in 
this state, he became much better in all respects, eyesight in- 
cluded, and was able to read, walk, etc., and gained flesh 
rapidly. He stated that during those two weeks everytiiing 
appeared a dream, and that he had no recollection of it. . For 
several months he remained much the same, save occasional 
attacks of headache and vomiting, and for a time had a totter- 
ing, unsteady gait. To make a long story short, he recovered, 
with complete loss of eyesight. At the end of three yeara he 
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was able to act as a telegraph operator. I think that his mental 
and motor symptoms were dne to ventricolar distension, 
brought about by the lesion which produced the optic neuritis. 
I at first feared a tumor. The freedom from other symptoms 
than those afiPecting the sight would, as both eyes participated, 
put the lesion, perhaps, in the corpora quadrigemina, and then 
the secondary motor and mental phenomena be due to some 
cause which produced, in consequence of pressure or inflam- 
mation, dropsy of the ventricles. 

The question of locating cerebral disease and of deciding 
upon its nature must ever be a matter of interest to the phy- 
sician. I have had several cases which are possessed of enough 
interest to present them, notwithstanding the numbers of similar 
nature which are accumulating in the literature of this subject. 
Before doing so I would draw attention to certain points which 
it is always necessary to bear in mind when attempting this 
problem. At first we are obliged to decide whether it is 
probable that the disease is of itself inducing the symptoms, or 
whether these are partly or mainly due to the irritation or 
softening induced by the tumor, etc. This is at times of 
practical value, as a surgical operation may depend in some 
measure for the site of its performance upon the answer. As 
an illustration, I will suppose that a man has been injured in a 
given portion of the head, it may be anterior or posterior to the 
motor tract, but that after a time motor symptoms become 
added in the form of hemiparesis or monoplegia. The symp- 
toms being supposed to indicate an abscess, is this seated be- 
neath the site of the wound, and are the symptoms due to spread- 
ing inflammation reaching the tract in question? Such an 
answer can only be given by a careful consideration of all the 
facts. The evident existence of symptoms of trouble in the 
brain before the motor symptoms occurred would point toward, 
an outside process, increasing till it had involved the area pi*e- 
siding over motor functions. When a foreign body has entered 
the brain and remained without motor symptoms until after 
extraction, as in the case recently occurring in the practice of, 
and published by Dr. Noyes, then the probabilities would, be 
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strong that the site occupied by the foreign body would form 
the centre of the new disturbance. The same explanation has 
to be adopted for motor symptoms added to those already 
existing, which, perhaps, have for a long time indicated a cere- 
bral tumor. In the next place the question will arise whether 
the morbid process is diffused, as in meningitis, or local, and 
the symptoms present indicate the extent of the lesion. We 
will find that meningitis, though general, may produce effects 
which give it the aspect of a local process in some respects. 
Somewhat similar is the possibility, in a given case, that there 
may be several centres of disturbance, as in multiple embolism, 
tumors, and abscesses. Then, again, in so far as the decision of 
the value of a given case in settling the functions of a definite 
area of cerebral cortex is concerned, tlie requirements must be 
very precise. But we may add cases which, though not suf- 
ficient for this purpose, increase somewhat the weight of these 
more precise cases. For the first purpose cases are needed 
which are limited in area, stationary in character, and not pass- 
iing to any considerable extent beyond the limits of the gray 
iuaatter. Some of the cases, in fact many, which have been 
iiised are open to objections on these scores. Then, again, as 
regards others which seem to come closer to the requirements, 
(the question may be raised, as about some of Exner's series, 
^whether though so localized by the appearance of the softened 
ipatch, vessel obstruction may not have produced some results 
beyond those due to the softened patch. 1 might briefly indi- 
cate the methods which have been employed in deciding the 
.question of special areas in the cerebral cortex having definite 
functions. 

We may discard at present the localization of the speech 
centre, or rather, as some prefer to say, the emissive centre, in 
■contradistinction to the perceptive centres, auditory and optic, 
which date back to the publications of Gall, Bouilland, JDax, 
and Be van. The impetus was given by the experiments on 
animals by Hit;&ig^nd Ferrier, the electrical irritation of cer- 
. tain portions being followed by motions in certain parts of the 
body. Then. followed. the attempt to prove that a lesion in a 
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given Bite indnced symptoms differing from those dae to a 
lesion situated elsewhere, and hence the accumulation of two 
sets of cases — the positive, proving irritation or paralysis due to 
a lesion situated in a given portion of the so-called motor por- 
tion, and the negative, in which lesions situated elsewhere 
failed to produce such results. The same method is used with 
relation to surface areas of sensation, sight, and hearing. In 
the next place cases, though few in number, are found, which 
show that these so-called motor areas underwent atrophy if the 
arm or leg over whose functions they presided had been lost 
for a long time. So again other few are met which exhibit, 
along with the destruction of these motor areas and subjacent 
fibres, descending degeneration descending into the internal 
capsule and pyramidal tract, as in the case of the destruction 
of the internal capsule. 

As regards these series of proofs I desire to record the fol- 
lowing : 

The first was that of a man who was under my observation 
for two years. He was only able to say two words, ja and 
ncin^ the German for yes and no ; yet he was bright and in- 
telligent. He had no paralysis of arm, leg, face, or tongue. 
He was simply affected with aphasia and agraphia, the latter 
to a less extent than the former, though not to any such extent 
of difference as to serve him in giving me any idea of his past 
life or how he came to be affected as he was. He had on the 
left side of his head, in the position of the inferior and Miterior 
position of the parietal bone, a triangular depression capable 
of admitting the end of the little finger. When asked how 
this had been brought about, he expressed himself by gestures, 
about which there could be no doubt. He at first imitated a 
man charging a hole drilled in a rock, the lighting of a match 
and the application of it, then the too sudden discharge, and 
the falling of* something on his head. After this he would 
imitate his being rendered insensible. He made no improve- 
ment as far as his aphasia was concerned. 

The next case is that of Patrick Quigley, aged forty-seven, 
a native of the United States. He was well until February 
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Tth, when he was Btrnck with a billiard cne in the left fronto- 
temporal region. He fell and lay for about twenty minutes 
motionless and unconscious. On coming to himself he bad 
considerable pain and swelling at the seat of the blow, and 
found that he could not speak, and that on swallowing water 
it flowed out of his lips. There was no loss of power in the 
arms or legs. When seen three days later, there was a swel- 
ling at the left temple, but no wound. He had severe pain in 
the head. There was a paresis of the muscles of the right 
side of tongue and of face below the eye (facial paralysis of 
cerebral type). There was no paralysis of the right arm or 
leg, nor of the opposite side. He was unable to repeat his 
name, to name an object shown him, and repeat what was said 
to him. On attempting to write his name, or some otlier sim- 
ple and familiar word, he made some of the letters right, but 
either omitted, transposed, or substituted in the case of othei*s, 
and manifested marked signs of annoyance at this failure. I, 
moreover, tested him as to his perception of words, and found 
that he underatood the difference between the right and wrong 
pronunciation of the word. 

The treatment consisted in quiet, a blister to the back of 
the neck, cold at the point of injury, laxatives and the use of 
iodide of potassium. He made a comparatively rapid recov- 
ery, so that at the end of eight days he was able to speak al- 
most any word, though he did it with considerable stammering, 
effort, and hesitation. The headache, vertigo, and facial pa- 
ralysis also gradually improved, so that he was discharged at 
the end of six weeks without any paralysis of the face or 
tongue, with scarcely noticeable aphasia or agraphia. He, how- 
ever, said that he forgot the name and spelling of some words, 
and that at the time of his illness part of his trouble was due 
to the fact that he could not make his tongue or hand say or 
write what he wished, and another to a forgetf ulness of the 
right word or letter. 

Cornelius Keating, thirteen years of age. The father died 
of cancer of the stomach, at fifty-two yeara of age, but beyond 
this the family history, as far as known, was free from heredi- 
tary taint. 
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The boy stated that a little time before his illness he was 
struck in the head with a stone. Then he had a fall down 
some ten steps at school, coming on head; then, on getting 
up, he ran against a door with his head. A month later, while 
rnnning, he tripped, fell, and struck his head against a curb- 
stone, receiving a black eye. Two weeks after this he began 
to complain of severe headaches, and his mother noticed that 
his left leg was a little weaker than the right. He could not 
lift it so well, and dragged it a little. The left arm also, ac- 
cording to the boy, was a little affected, and that before the 
leg. 

The mother says also that at times she thought that there 
was a little squint in the left eye. The headaches continued, 
occurring three times a week and lasting most of the day. 
With these he would vomit what he ate. Involuntary starts 
have also occurred in the shoulder, arm, and hand, muscles 
jerking the arm up. These occur from once to several times 
a week. About four months after the beginning of these 
symptoms his sight began to fail, until at the end of six weeks 
he had become almost blind. No convulsions had affected 
him, nor had he any trouble with the bladder or bowels. I 
examined him about six months after the disease had begun, 
with the following results : The boy was of medium size for 
his age, his left pupil was dilated, not reacting to light, and he 
was unable even to perceive light in this eye. His right pupil 
was dilated, reacted sluggishly to light, and he could perceive 
light impression on a large object. He had double optic neu- 
ritis, marked choked disc, with swollen veins. 

The hearing in the left ear was only one-half that of the right. 
The sense of smell was impaired in the right nostril, but only 
for fragrance, as alcohol was perceived on both sides, though a 
perfume distinguishable on the left readily could not be told 
on the right. 

The movements of the left arm were slow, stiff, uncertain. 
The dynamometer gave 30° on the left side, 50^ on the right. 
The movements of the leg were slow, and of the same peculi- 
arity as the arm, being weaker than its fellow. There was no 
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difference of tactile sensibility on the two sides, nor on face. 
He had a pain in the left leg, when he extended it, of a stretch- 
ing character. This examination was made August, 1877. 

The boy died April 21, 1878, at his home. The friends 
stated that he had continued in the same condition, with head- 
ache, vomiting, blindness, left hemiplegia, and intense pain in 
the right leg. Three days before death he became partially 
comatose with fever. 

The bones of the skull were thinned, and presented spaces 
where absorption had occurred in parietal of right side, and 
also in lambdoidal suture. 

The dura mater was firmly applied to skull, and on its in- 
terior showed the markings for convolutions. On section of 
the dura mater the brain projected, as if the space had been 
previously too small. The arachnoid was dry. The convolu- 
tions were flattened against the skull on both sides. A portion 
of a tumor appeared in the right posterior central convolution, 
near the longitudinal fissure, while the central half of this con- 
volution was cyst-like from softening. A tumor of lobular 
structure, light grayish color, comparatively firm, occupied the 
white matter of the right hemisphere in the following portion. 
It reached in the longitudinal fissure from the corpus callosum 
to surface, appearing at the point indicated above in the pos- 
terior central convolution. On section it was found to have 
the size of a small orange. It reached forward as far as tjie 
first and second convolutions (frontal), backward into the pre- 
cuneus. It slightly involved posterior fibres of corpus callo- 
sum, and reached as far backward as this. 

The convolutions especially affected were the anterior and 
posterior central convolutions, the latter especially, except its 
lower portion, being pretty well destroyed, the posterior part 
of the gyrus fornicatus, the posterior part of the first frontal, 
the paracentral lobule and the anterior portion of the precu- 
neus. The brain around the tumor was markedly softened, 
and this softening affected the corona radiata fibres and those 
in the posterior part of the corpus callosum. The lateral ven- 
tricles contained an increased quantity of clear serum, the left 
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being the larger. There was no other growth or lesion of 
brain. The right optic nerve was smaller than the left. 

The tumor was a glioma, with round and branched cells. 

The softening was probably an event of the few days pre- 
vious to death, during which he had fever. 

The following case shows that pressure on the surface of 
one side, particularly on the paracentral lobule and its neigh- 
borhood, may cause hemiparesis and convulsions : 

P. M , male, aged twenty yeare, was admitted to Belle- 

vue Hospital, having received an injury on his head three 
weeks before. The wound, which had nearly healed, showed 
a fistulous opening leading to bare bone. It was situated on 
the right side over the portion of frontal bone at the point 
where the hair begins, and near the median line. He had 
paresis of the left side, arm, and leg, the latter being the most 
affected. The only voluntary power which he could exert was 
to grasp with the fingers when told. Flexion was more power- 
ful than extension. He could slightly flex forearm, but could 
not extend it. He had no ability to move foot or leg when 
told to do so. There was no apparent paresis of face or tongue, 
but the sensation of the affected side was blunted. The next 
day he became almost comatose, and later developed convul- 
sions. During two which I witnessed the paralyzed side was 
the site of predominant rigid spasm, the body being arched to 
that site. During the continuance he winked on touching the 
conjunctiva of the right side. After the convulsion the paresis 
continued as before, but he did not talk, though exerting some 
movements when told, and whispering some words. I consid- 
ered that the decision lay between abscess and meningitis, with 
predominant affection of the paracentral lobule in consequence 
of the greater implication of the leg and foot than of the arm 
and hand. Professor Alexander Mott performed the opera- 
tion of trephining, and exploration was made for pus beneath 
dura with hypodermic syringe needle. There was a suppura- 
tive pachymeningitis beneath bare bone. The exploration only 
succeeded, though the needle was introduced directly down- 
ward and then backward toward paracentral lobule, in obtain- 
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ing a few drops of thick dark blood. It seemed almost useless 
to make any further operation, as the convulsions pointed 
toward meningitis as the more probable cause ; yet a second 
exploration was made and also failed, A convulsion during 
operation showed plenrosthotonos first on one and then on the 
other side. 

The autopsy showed suppurative pachymeningitis interna, 
the pus being in sac between arachnoid and dura, particularly 
that portion between falx and paracentral lobule. The whole 
surface of falx and of arachnoid over longitudinal fissure con- 
volutions was covered with pus, yet the greatest was at the 
point indicated, and it had here made a marked depression on 
the inner aspect of the paracentral lobule. This pus was held 
by falx, lobule, and soipe fibrin contained in exudation. These 
lesions were on the right side. A thin layer of pus was also 
present on the convexity of this and the opposite side, and on 
the falx on that side. There was a beginning leptomeningitis 
over the first frontal and over the upper extremities of the an- 
terior and posterior central convolutions. In the anterior lobo 
medullary portion of first frontal convolution there was a dark 
clot of blood, posterior to site of injury and about two inches 
long by one inch wide. Its walls were in the main smooth, 
though above and to the outer side there were punctate ex- 
travasations. 

The points of interest in this are the following : 

The proximal paresis of the arm was greater than the dis- 
tal ; the paresis of the leg absolute, and hence greater than of 
arm. Again, that the lesions situated at the upper portion of 
central convolutions, as in so many other cases, produced par- 
alysis of limbs, not of face or tongue. The purulent pachy- and 
beginning leptomeningitis show that no operation would have 
benefited patient 

The patient was under the care of Prof. Mott and Dr. Bull. 

A. C J aged forty-five years; Ireland; domestic. 

The patient was brought to Belle vue Hospital August 10, 
1874, with the history that she had been thrown out of a win- 
dow on the 6th, in a drunken brawl. She had a scalp wound 
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one inch long over the left parietal bone, not exposing it, and 
a f ractnre of the olecranon, with a small communicating cnt. 

When admitted the patient was stupid, answered ques- 
tions in monosyllables, had no apparent paralysis, pulse f eebleu 

She gradually grew more stupid, with increasing rapidity of 
pulse, passed urine involuntarily, failed to answer questions, 
but would protrude tongue when told. She died at the end of 
four days. The autopsy showed that the patient had chronic 
diffuse nephritis, an hypertrophied and dilated heart, and some- 
what calcified mitral valves. The brain showed some oedema 
of pia mater, and slight distension of lateral ventricles with 
clear serum. There was a tumor about the size of a pullet's 
egg situated in the left middle fossa of the skull, pressing on 
the anterior extremity of temporo-sphenoidal lobe, and on the 
left optic nerve. The tumor grew from the dura mater, and 
was a spindle cell sarcoma. A number of years ago I made an 
examination of an old woman, an inmate of the almshouse, in 
the anterior lobe of whose brain there was a tumor the size of 
a small orange, a fibrous glioma with mucoid softened centre, 
around the outer part of which the brain was softened. This 
tumor was in the white mater of the frontal lobe, anterior to 
the central convolutions. It was affirmed that she had not 
been paralyzed on either side, but that while walking she had 
a fall, became unconscious, and died of a supposed cerebral 
hemorrhage. 

Male. — This patient had been affected with cirrhosis during 
life, and had died from its results. He had also a paralysis 
of the sixth and of the ninth or hypoglossal nerves on the left 
side. 

The autopsy showed a pachymeningitis of slight amount on 
convexity. It, however, stretched to the base, and at the point 
of emergence of the ninth and sixth nerves compressed these. 
The sixth on the left side was also more firmly adherent to its 
fellow from its point of emergence through dura till its en- 
trance in sphenoidal fissure. There was partial atrophy of the 
left half of tongue, with a granular or granulo-f atty state of 
muscle fibres or simple atrophy. 
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The BOW membrane on the dara was made of connective 
tissne, and contained capillaries and pigment. The liver was 
markedly cirrhotic, the spleen enlarged, and the muscles of 
the body contained a few encapsulated trichinsB. 

I publish this case because at times it is claimed that these 
nerves are not implicated in this process. 

I have presented to the Pathological Society the brain of H. 

Q , in which there was a tumor in much the same situation 

as in the case of the boy, with identical symptoms, hemiparesis 
of arm and leg, advancing to complete hemiplegia of these 
parts. Also, as bearing on a point raised by Professor Dalton 
of the cause of recovery in destruction of the motor area — that 
of a boy with congenital heart disease, the aorta coming from 
the right and the pulmonary artery from the left ventricle. 
There was a thrombus in the right ventricle, and the emboli 
from this led to the destruction of the brain supplied by the 
anterior and middle cerebral arteries on the left side, so that 
these parts were represented by a pultaceous mass. Dr. 
Castle, who brought the brain to me, said that this child had at 
first been completely hemiplegic and aphasic, but later had 
recovered somewhat, so that it could manage to walk and use 
its hand and arm somewhat, as well as to say " Mamma " and 
"Papa." He also said that it had so far improved as to produce 
the impress of reflex paralysis on a neurologist who saw it, and 
that he desired to circumcise the boy in the hope of a cure. 
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Is it possible, by excision of the initial lesion, to destroy the 
syphilitic virus and prevent infection of the general system ? 
Such is the question which, at the present time, is engaging the 
serious attention of syphilographers both in this country and 
Europe. 

Perhaps no problem connected with syphilis has been found 
so diflBicult of definite solution as the prophylactic value of 
destruction of the chancre. From the time of Jean de Vigo 
(1503), who recommended cauterization, until the present, the 
idea that the syphilitic virus might be entirely suppressed, or 
the severity of its constitutional effects modified, by destruction 
of the primary sore, has been received with more or less favor 
by the profession. John Hunter, who regarded the chancre as 
a purely local affection, was accustomed to cauterize or ex- 
tirpate it. This was also the practice of Benjamin Bell, who 
refers to this mode of treatment as the one generally employed 
at his time. Ricord was for many years a most enthusiastic 
advocate for the early destruction of the chancre, either by 
caustics or excision, and we may regard it as the almost uni- 
versal practice until a comparatively recent date. Within a 
few years past, however, we find that professional sentiment 
has undergone a complete change in this regard. The princi- 
ples upon which the abortive treatment was based have been 
generally recognized as founded in error; it has ceased to be 
recommended in standard text-books, and its practice virtually 
abandoned. 
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In 1877, hovrever, a communication published by Auspitz 
and Unna, reciting many cases in which they had excised the 
initial lesion with the result of preventing constitutional mani- 
festations, gave a fresh impulse to the examination of this 
question. Since then numerous excisions have been made by 
different experimenters, with results more or less favorable, 
the bearing of which upon the question at issue we propose 
to consider in this article. 

In Germany, where the so-called abortive method of treat- 
ment was revived, we find that the current of professional 
opinion is largely in its favor. Among its partisans are num- 
bered some of the most prominent specialists, such as Auspitz, 
Unna, KoUiker, and others — men whose position in the medical 
world invests their opinion with the weight of high authority. 
In France it has by no means received the same prompt re- 
cognition and favor ; its advocates are fewer in number and 
urge its claims with less pretension. In England the operation 
seems to have been practically ignored, or its results have not 
been of so brilliant a character as to justify their publication ; 
at least we find no mention made of them in the current British 
journals. In this country excision does not seem to have been 
often practised. Some of our specialists have expressed them- 
selves guardedly in its favor in certain selected cases, but the 
general sentiment seems to have been adverse to its adoption 
as a means of cure. 

Before entering into an examination of the arguments urged 
for and against this method of treatment, let us state the posi- 
tion and claims of the partisans of excision. The operative 
procedure may first be briefly described. The chancre is firmly 
grasped with a pair of forceps or tenaculum and uplifted so as 
to put the parts on the stretch. The indurated mass is then 
removed by a clean sweep of the knife, with an area of healthy 
tissue immediately surrounding it. Formerly curved scissors 
(Hiiter's) were used, but they have been laid aside for the 
knife. The wound is then sutured and covered w:ith carbolized 
dressings, and a compressive bandage applied to prevent swell- 
ing. Usually there is but little hemorrhage, and the wound 
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often heals by first intention. The loss of tissue rarely oc- 
casions much deformity or interference with the function of 
the part. Not infrequently a subsequent induration occurs in 
the cicatrix, which is accepted by most operators as an indica- 
tion for its removal by a second excision. 

While admitting that the rationale of the operation involves 
nothing new in principle, the excisionists claim that they effect 
thoroughly and completely with the knife what was imperfectly 
done by caustics and other means ; asserting that it is difiicult, 
if not impossible, to penetrate to the bottom of the indurated 
mass and radically destroy certain chancres, even with power- 
ful caustics or the hot iron. 

They claim that, in a large proportion of cases, excision of 
the chancre effects a radical cure of syphilis; a cure attest- 
ed by the fact that the most careful surveillance, continued 
through a period of months or even years, falls to detect the 
slightest constitutional manifestation of the disease; a cure 
rendered certain, beyond all possibility of doubt, by the pa- 
tient's susceptibility to a fresh inoculation of the syphilitic 
virus, as frequently demonstrated by experiment. 

They claim, further, that, even where a complete destruction 
of the virus is not effected by excision of the chancre which 
contains it, it becomes attenuated, emasculated, deprived of 
its potentiality for mischief, so that the resulting syphilis 
will be of a milder type, as shown by the delay in the appear- 
ance of secondary symptoms and their general character of 
benignity. 

Another advantage claimed for excision of the chancre is 
that, even though its abortive effects be negative, even though 
it fails to arrest the diffusion of the poison through the system, 
still it is to >be recommended as a local adjuvant ; it acts ad- 
vantageously by converting a hard unhealthy sore into a simple 
wound, which often heals by first intention. 

The indications for excision are not precised with clearness, 
but are variously stated by the different operators. Obviously 
enough, the earlier the excision is done the greater the chances 
of the patient's escape from subsequent infection. By Auspitz, 
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Kdlliker, Hiiter, and others, the induration of the chancre, 
even consecntive adenitis, is not regarded as a contra-indication 
of the operation. They assert that it may be undertaken, with 
hope of success, at any time previous to the appearance of 
secondary symptoms. Some of its more enthusiastic advocates 
recommend excision of the involved glands as well as the 
initial sclerosis. 

From a theoi^tical standpoint, the whole question hinges 
upon the determination of the nature of the primary sore. If, 
as is contended for by the partisans of excision, the syphilitic 
virus remains localized at its point of entrance during the 
period of the first incubation (its primary effect being limited 
to the development of the chancre, from which the system does 
not become infected until after the second incubation), then it 
is quite possible, by removing the dep6t of the virus, to prevent 
constitutional contamination. 

If, on the otiier hand, the initial lesion be the local expres- 
sion of a constitutional condition, the evidence of an already 
accomplished infection which follows immediately the inocula- 
tion of the virus, then it is manifestly impossible, by excision 
or other local means, to arrest or modify its effects upon the 
general system. 

In endeavoring to appreciate the pathological character 
of the initial lesion, we are embarrassed by our absolute 
ignorance of the nature of the virus which produces it. 
Whether the infectious principle be a pathological ferment, a 
micro-organism, or some other undemonstrated specific entity, 
we can only conjecture. It cannot be isolated and examined 
by anatomical or chemical tests ; the most minute microscopic 
analysis fails to detect its presence in the fluids which contain 
it ; our knowledge is altogether limited to its effects upon the 
organism. 

As regards the physiology of syphilitic infection, much has 
been written and many theories broached. We will not con- 
sider at length the mode of penetration of the virus into the 
economy, whether through the intermediary of the lymphatic 
vessels, as has generally been claimed, or whether by gradual 
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implication of the blood-vessels contiguons to its point of 
entrance, as has been asserted by Auspitz and Unna. We are 
concerned with the celerity rather than the course of its 
passage. 

To bring the points of issue prominently into relief, let us 
consider the ordinary evolution of syphilis. It may be stated : 

That the first appreciable phenomenon which results from 
the inoculation of the syphilitic virus is always manifested at 
the point of infection after a period more or less prolonged, 
on the average from three to four weeks (period of first in- 
cubation). 

That this primary lesion constitutes for a time the sole sign, 
the unique expression of the disease. 

That after a certain lapse of time, during which the con- 
tiguous lymphatic glands undergo an indolent enlargement 
(period of second incubation), there is an eruption of the so- 
called secondary symptoms, which may be generalized over tbe 
entire body. 

Now, the question arises, At what particular time does gen- 
eralization of the virus take place ; at the moment of inocula- 
tion, with the apparition of the chancre, with the engorgement 
of the lymphatic glands, or immediately preceding the 
explosion of general symptoms? At the first glance, it would 
seem that the theory upon which the practice of excision is 
based was the correct one. Judged by its visible manifesta- 
tions, and the regular order of their succession, the syphilitic 
virus remains latent, more or less inactive, for a time, at its 
point of entrance. It is powerless to proceed further until it 
has gathered strength by repose and germination. Its first 
effect is irritation of the cells in immediate proximity, resulting 
in the hyperplasia which constitutes the initial sclerosis. This 
proliferation of cells continues affecting, first, the adventitial 
then the intima of the contiguous vessels. By gradual im- 
plication of the vessels, the poison proceeds until it reaches the 
nearest lymphatic glands ; here, after another period of repose 
and multiplication of cells, it gains an added potentiality 
which enables it to invade the entire organism. This concep- 

13 
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tion of the evolution of the disease regards the chancre as the 
depdt of the virns, within which for a certain time it is en- 
capsuled, so to speak, and from which, as a source, infection 
propagates itself to the entire system. To excise the chancre, 
then, is to suppress the source of contagion. 

The theory that the action of the virus is primarily limited 
to its point of insertion is further supported, it is claimed, by 
analogy. Tuberculosis, for example, has been referred to as 
having many points of similarity with syphilis, and the well- 
known experiment of Conheim has been cited, who introduced 
into the anterior chamber of the eye of a rabbit a drop of 
tuberculous matter, and watched the result. Absolutely no 
change occurred until the eighth day, when he observed a con- 
gestion, with subsequent formation of tissue, analogous to that 
of tubercle. Tuberculous masses were afterward found in 
the lungs and other organs. In this case general infection did 
not take place until after an incubation of eight days. Cancer, 
it is claimed, shows, in its primary development as a local dis- 
ease and subsequent invasion of the system, a resemblance to 
the evolution of syphilis. 

The theory of immediate infection through the lymphatics 
is objected to by Auspitz, on the ground that it involves the 
assumption that the virus iirst traverses the lymphatic system, 
enters the general circulation, then returns to develop the char- 
acteristic lesion at its point of entrance, and then slowly, for 
the second time, makes its way along the lymphatic vessels, 
producing irritation, engorgement, and other changes. If the 
virus be generally diffused through the system, why should it 
always firet manifest its presence at the point of inoculation 
and not at another portion of the integument? Again, if the 
disease be a constitutional one from the first, why await the 
appearance of the inevitable secondary symptoms before com- 
mencing the administration of specific treatment ? 

Finally, the partisans of excision justify their practice upon 
clinical experiment, the results of which will be examined 
later. 

Opposed to the theory upon which the practice of excision 
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is based, there are many facts drawn from analogy, from ex- 
periment, and from clinical experience. 

So far as our knowledge of the mode of action of the eontagia 
of other diseases, the acnte exanthemata for example, may 
throw light upon the operation of the syphilitic virus, it tends 
to confirm the assumption that the infection takes place from 
the moment the virus gains access to the system. In these 
diseases, although infection immediately follows exposure, 
there is at first no derangement of the general health, indicated 
either by local or general symptoms, and the efiFects only de- 
clare themselves after a period of incubation, more or less 
prolonged, according to the nature of the specific poison and 
the reaction of the organism. 

The vaccine- virus affects the system in a manner analogous 
to that of the syphilitic virus. They both produce lesions at 
the point of inoculation, which appear after a certain period of 
incubation. These lesions, the matured pustule and the initial 
sclerosis, each represent the acme of development of the mor^ 
bid process producing them, and should, in one case as in the 
other, be considered evidence of the complete saturation of the 
system. In regard to the vaccine virus, it may be considered 
as definitely settled by the experiments of Bosquet and Stein- 
brenner that, from the moment of its inoculation, it is rapidly 
absorbed and general infection begins. These experiments 
are supplemented by those of Aime Martin (1863), who vac- 
cinated seven children, and cauterized the punctures at intervals 
ranging from one to twenty hours after the inoculation. Al- 
though the cauterization prevented the development of typical 
pustules, it none the less failed to arrest the diffusion of the 
virus through the system, as shown by insusceptibility to revac- 
cination. Monneret vaccinated fourteen cases, and revaccinated 
them from the first to the eighth day afterward. The second 
operation failed to produce vaccinal pustules when performed 
later than the second day. These experiments would seem to 
show conclusively that " receptivity is extinguished even before 
the appearance of any eruptive accident." Analogically, we 
might infer the same for syphilis. Whether the syphilitic virus 
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permeates the system so completely, before the appearance of 
the chancre, as to exhanst its susceptibility to a fresh inocula- 
tion, is not pertinent to our present inquiry ; and, besides, is of 
no practical value, as we have to deal with the disease only 
after the development of the primitive accident The impor- 
tant fact that the chancre is not inoculable upon the person 
bearing it has been abundantly proven by numerous experi- 
ments. Among the hundreds and thousands of cases in which 
auto-inoculation has been attempted, the successes recorded 
have been so insigniiicantly few that they cannot be held to in- 
validate the proposition that the chancre is, as a rule, non auto- 
inoculable. 

Experiments with the virus of other diseases might be re- 
ferred to, illustrating the instantaneity of absorption. Kenault 
d' Alf ert inoculated twenty-two sheep with the sheep-pox poison, 
and although the wounds were thoroughly cauterized within 
from five to thirty minutes after inoculation, the animals were 
all attacked with the disease. The same experimenter inocul- 
ated thirteen horses with the poison of glanders. The wounds 
were all cauterized within short intervals, varying from one to 
twenty- four hours afterward, yet they all died from the disease. 

Glanders has certain analogies with syphilis. The so-called 
horse-chancre manifests itself at the point of inoculation after 
a period of incubation. There is a subsequent swelling of the 
nearest lymphatic glands, and later, the characteristic nodules 
become generalized. 

Cauterization of the bite of a mad dog, though done im- 
mediately, and with all possible thoroughness, does not afford 
protection against hydrophobia. Other exampTes might be 
adduced, all tending to prove the utter nselessness of attempt- 
ing to arrest the diffusion of a poison when once it has gained 
entrance to the circulation. 

Turning now from the teachings of analogy and deductions 
drawn from experiments with animal poisons, let us examine 
the results of clinical experience. We have seen from a glance 
at the literature of syphilis that the theory of the local nature 
of the chancre was formerly generally accepted by the pro* 
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fession, and, as a logical seqnence, its destruction by caustics 
or other means was the classic treatment. Benjamin Bell, 
who wrote in 1793, says : " The practice of healing chancres 
by the internal use of mercury originated from an opinion 
that venereal sores proceeded from the constitution being in- 
fected, and, were this the case, there might be cause to con- 
sider it well founded ; but now that we know that chancres 
are always locaL^ and that they are the source of whatever mat- 
ter enters the system, it is obvious that the more speedily they 
can with propriety be healed, the less will be the risk of the 
constitution being injured." John Hunter may be quoted to much 
the same effect. Hicord says : '^ If chancre be at first a local 
affection, as Hunter asserts, and as observation and experience 
prove it to be, we must be consistent, and treat it as everybody 
treats the bite of a mad dog, that is, destroy the local disease ai 
soon as possible.'' Again he says : " The primary influence of 
the infecting chancre being limited to the region which it af- 
fects, general infection is not an immediate and instantaneous 
result ; it is an accident consecutive to the development of the 
chancre, and which requires a certain time to produce itself. 
In destroying a chancre at its d^but, a chancre which is 
about to become indurated, you can at the same stroke exhaust 
the source of constitutional infection. . . ." "Excision 
may effect what cauterization does ; it is, in fact, an excellent 
method which suppresses the chancre at a single stroke." He 
declares that '^ of all the chancres which I have seen cauterized 
or I myself have cauterized from the first to the fourth day of 
contiagion, not one has been followed by symptoms character- 
istic of constitutional infection." Sigmund's testimony upon 
this point is equally emphatic. He says : " The observations 
of more than a thousand cases in a period of eleven years has 
shown me that never have secondary accidents declared them- 
selves when the chancre had been completely destroyed within 
the first four days." 

Statements so strong and positive, coming from the leading 
representatives of the French and German schools, are in start- 
ling contrast with the results of treatment at the present day. 
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Bnt from the advanced standpoint of our knowledge of the 
normal evolation of syphilis, we know that these claims are 
based apon a wrong interpretation of clinical facts. Inocula- 
tive experiments, as well as clinical observation, prove conclu- 
sively that a period of incubation, on the average twenty days, 
always intervenes between the reception of the virus and the 
appearance of the initial lesion, and when Cicord speaks of 
cauterizing a chancre from the first to the fourth day after con- 
tagion, he utters an absurdity, for the obvious reason that the 
chancre has no existence at that time. 

It will be granted that evidence drawn from clinical experi- 
ence before the distin(ition between chancre and chancroid was 
recognized is without value, since the destruction of a venereal 
sore and the subsequent immunity of the patient from syphilis 
do not necessarily stand in the relation of cause and effect. If 
the sore happened to be a chancroid, constitutional manifesta- 
tions would not have followed in any case ; hence the exemp- 
tion from syphilis would argue, not the efficacy of the treat- 
ment, bnt the non-infectious character of the sore. Even after 
Basserau had enunciated his dualistic theory, and indicated 
with precision the characteristics which differentiated the two 
forms of sore, we find that Kicord still advocated the abortive 
treatment, but with a limitation as to its applicability. He 
had modified his former views as to the chancre being the 
source of infection, and taught that the treatment, to be effec- 
tive, must be applied before induration takes place. He says : 
" From the moment that induration is produced, the disease is 
acquired, and from that time you may cauterize or you may 
excise the chancre — you only destroy a symptom without pre- 
venting the diathesis. It is, therefore, less appropriate to 
regard the induration as the origin of the syphilis than to 
consider it a consequence ; it is less a cause than an effect." 

The rule of treatment laid down by Ricord, it may be re- 
marked, is coupled with a condition which is equivalent, prac- 
tically, to a rejection of all abortive attempts, except in those 
rare cases where confrontation is possible. All syphilographers 
recognize the fact that there are absolutely no distinctive signs 
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which would enable the moat ekilf al diagnostician to pronounce 
upon the syphilitic character of a venereal sore before indura- 
tion takes place. Fournier sajs '^ the incipient chancre is the 
most insignificant of erosions, an erosion without distinctive 
character^ without special physiognomy, absolutely deficient 
in every sign sufficient to differentiate it from a common ero- 
sion. . . • When one has cauterized an incipient chancre, 
one never knows certainly what he cauterized." He concludes 
that " cauterization, destruction of the chancre as a preventive, 
abortive means against syphilis, is purely illusory. To sup* 
press the chancre is not to suppress the diathesis. The dia- 
thesis is acquired when the chancre is produced, and the 
chancre in definitive is only the first phenomenon of confirmed 
syphilis." Even when it is possible to determine the syphilitic 
character of a sore upon its first appearance by confrontation, 
the facts of clinical experience teach us that it« immediate 
destruction would offer no guarantee against the subsequent 
development of constitutional symptoms. 

Attempts to neutralize the effect of the syphilitic virus by 
disinfecting washes applied immediately after contact have 
proven notoriously unsuccessful. In this connection we may 
quote a «ase reported by JuUien of a physician whose finger, 
upon which there was a minute abrasion, came in contact with 
the chancre of a patient he was examining. " The moment 

Dr. X perceived it, he had recourse to the most careful 

and thorough washing, and endeavored to remove from the 
wound everything which had been deposited on its surface. It 
was in vain ; the progress of the virus had already commenced, 
and infection followed its course. This fact, which the scien- 
tific position of its author places above all doubt, establishes 
categorically, it seems to us, that absorption begins at the same 
time that the act of contagion takes place." 

Berkley Hill cauterized with fuming nitric acid a torn frsB- 
num within twelve hours after intercourse; nevertheless an 
indurated sore appeared twenty-eight days later, followed by 
general symptoms. Langston Parker reports a case where a 
chancre was effectually destroyed within one hour after its 



200 Transactions of the 

appearance, yet a more severe attack of syphilis followed in 
due time. Diday applied caustic to a chancre within six 
hours after its appearance, the sore healed kindly, but general 
syphilis followed after the classic delay. But why multiply 
instances? Medical literature abounds in cases where the 
most energetic destructive treatment, from the moment the 
chancre appeared, utterly failed to prevent or even retard the 
outbreak of constitutional symptoms. 

From the foregoing considerations, and others which might 
be cited, the large majority of syphilograpers have come to 
believe that it is contrary to the teachings of analogy, contrary 
to the facts of experiment, that a virus introduced beneath the 
integument should remain for several weeks isolated in the 
tissues without mingling with the blood or lymph ; while care- 
ful clinical observation, based upon a clearer comprehension of 
the laws of infection and the relations of the chancre to general 
syphilis, has culminated in the conviction that destructive cau- 
terization is absolutely useless as an abortive measure. 

Upon these points there is a remarkable unanimity of senti- 
ment among authorities, as reference to standard text-books on 
Venereal will show. Cazenave, RoUet, Langlebert, Diday, 
Fournier, JuUien, Barensprnng, Lewin, Zeissl, II. Lee, Bum- 
stead, Keyes, and othere, all testify to the same effect. Finally, 
upon this point may be quoted the latest utterance of the emi- 
nent syphilographer, whose genius has solved so many of the 
difficult problems connected with syphilis, and whose name is 
identified with every important advance made in the progress 
of this specialty during the last half-century. In an oral com- 
munication to Leloir (A^males de Dermatologie et de Syphili- 
graphiey 1881), Ricord declared that " he was completely con- 
verted from the practice of cauterizing or excising chancres. 
He regarded the destruction of the infecting chancre as abso- 
lutely useless at whatever epoch of its existence it may be. As 
soon as it has appeared, before its appearance even, syphilis 
exists. In vain you might amputate the patient's penis on the 
appearance of the infecting chancre, syphilis would none the 
less declare itself." 
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From this survey of the subject, we see that the verdict of 
enlightened experience condemns the cauterization of the chan- 
cre as a prophylactic measure, and so far as clinical experience 
can settle a question, it may be considered settled by the over- 
whelming testimony of careful and competent observers. But 
on applying this evidence against the practice of excision, we 
are confronted with the assertioTi that the cases are not paral- 
lel, that extirpation of a chancre with the knife is radically 
different from its destruction by caustics. While failing to 
appreciate the force of this argument, which seems to be based 
upon a distinction of means rather than upon a difference of 
effect, we will now examine the published results of excision 
as bearing upon the question at issue. 

Obviously enough, this examination can embrace only a 
small proportion of all the cases in which excision has been 
performed, as we have seen that it was a recognized procedure 
among the older specialists. But these earlier records, even 
were they available, would be without value, since, as before 
pointed, out, testimony as to the results of abortive treatment 
before the line of separation between chancre and chancroid 
was rigidly drawn is untrustworthy. Coming now to recent 
times, we find that Humphry and Neale, in 1864, strongly re- 
commended excision of the chancre, but they fail to publish 
results which would enable us to appreciate its value from a 
statistical standpoint. The tabulated list which follows in- 
cludes all cases reported in the various medical publications 
accessible to me since 1867. 

Operator. Aathority. No. of Successes. 

cases. 
Huter (Berliner klin. Wochenachrif t, 1867) 8 2 

Langenbeck (Idem, 1867) 2 1 

Goulson (Treatise on SyphUis, London, 1869) 1 

Thiry (Presse Medioale Beige, 1870) 1 

Kuzlinski (These de Greifswald, 1874) 1 1 

Gaspary (Yierteljal^ressohrif t f. Dermat. n. Syph.,1876). 3 

Auapitz u. Unna (Idem, 1877) 33 14 

KoUiker (Centralblatt f iir Chirurg. , 1878) 8 3 

Prospelow (Moscow Med. Gaz., 1878) 3 8 

Rydigier (Leczienoe Ghimrg., 1879) 3 2 
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Operator. Anthoritj. Ko. of SuooeaBes. 

oases. 

Pick (Arch, t Ex. Pathol, a. Pharm., 1879) 

Folinea (D Morgagni, Tome XXL, 1879) 

KUnk (MedypynaVarsovie, 1879) 

Ghadzyiifiki (Annales de Dermat. et SypK, 1880) 

Zeissl (Wiener Med. Presse, 1880) 

Haariao (Annales de Dermat. et de Syph., 1881) 

Qoinqnard (Idem, 1881) 

TeriUon (Idem, 1881) 

Gibier (Idem, 1881) 

Jnllien (Trans. Intemat Med. Congress, 1881) 

Rasori (Giomo Ital., 1881) 

Bifani (Giomo Ital. dell. Scienze Med., 1882) 

Spillman (Annales de Dermat. et de Syph., 1882) 

Bnmm (Vierteljahresschrift f. Derm. n. Syph., 1882). . . . 

Beevan (Md. Med. Joum., 1882) 

Bamstead and Taylor (On Venereal Diseases, 1880) 

Otis (oral communication, 1882) 

222 60 

To 8um up, there are claimed 60 successes in 222 cases, or 
about twenty-five per cent. By success is understood the non- 
appearance of secondary accidents during a period of observa- 
tion continued from four months to one or more years. 

It may be remarked that the force of the foregoing statistics 
is materially weakened by a number of qualifying conditions. 
We cannot, of course, take up these cases seriatim and analyze 
them, stating the grounds of their authenticity and pointing 
out possibilities of error which would impair their value or 
lead us to reject them altogether, but we may, in general terms, 
indicate certain objections. 

In the first place, it' is to be borne in mind that a number of 
the experiraentei-s are unicists, and believing as they dp in the 
etiological identity of chancre and chancroid, it cannot be 
supposed that the sores were differentiated with that absolute 
exactness which would allow the results to serve as a criterion 
of the prophylactic value of excision. The same objections 
which were urged against the validity of the earlier results 
claimed by Ricord and others for cauterization would apply in 
this case. 
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In the next place, we will observe that many of the cases 
should be rejected on account of the doubtful character of the 
diagnosis. Confrontation, the most important element of cer- 
tainty in diagnosis, was employed but seldom. Among the 
cases reported as successful in which excision was performed 
eight, nine, and ten days after exposure to contagion, the cor- 
rectness of the diagnosis is open to serious objection. The ap- 
pearance of the chancre at that epoch, though not impossible, 
is altogether exceptional and opposed to what we know of its 
normal evolution. £ven admitting its existence at that time, 
all syphilographers will testify to the exceeding difficulty, if 
not the absolute impossibility, of pronouncing upon its syphi- 
litic character before induration and engorgement of the in- 
guinal glands takes place. Even then the diagnosis is not cer< 
tain; the induration may be inflammatory, and the glands 
sympathetically swollen. It is a fact verified in the experi- 
ence of all of us who have much to do with syphilis, that often- 
times a lesion presenting the typical induration and other 
characteristic signs of chancre, though subjected to only the 
simplest local treatment, is not followed by general syphilis. 
So frequently do such mistakes occur that most authorities re* 
commend the postponement of specific treatment until the 
diagnosis is confirmed by the appearance of secondary symp- 
toms. 

Another source of error which depreciates the value of the 
statistics is the insufficient observation to which the patients 
were subjected after the operation. In many of the cases, the 
observation was continued only four or five months — a period 
manifestly too short to justify a conclusion of the patient's ex- 
emption from syphilis. Again, many of the patients were seen 
only monthly, or at longer intervals, while in some of the 
cases the claim of success was based upon the patient's state- 
ment, twelve or eighteen months later, that he had been free 
from syphilis. Any one familiar with the evolution of secon- 
dary accidents, their sometimes insignificant character, their 
susceptibility to pass unperceived by the patient, and the ten- 
dency of the disease to manifest itself in cyclical explosions, 



204 Transactions of the 

with intervals of repose and entire freedom from all sjmptomSi 
will at once appreciate the possibilities of error in such con- 
clusions. 

In a number of cases excision was performed from twelve 
to forty-eight houre after the appearance of the chancre ; the 
general average was from seven to nine days. Now it would 
naturally be supposed that the immediateness of the operation 
is the prime condition of success ; yet in Basori's case of exci- 
sion of a chancre situated upon the prepuce, twelve hours after 
its appearance; in Gibier's and Mauriac's cases, forty-eight 
hours later, and in others where excision was done from the 
second to the fourth day, general syphilis followed in due time. 

Another case which may be set aside as not proven is that, 
though excision may fail to prevent constitutional syphilis, yet 
by removing the mass of infected cells contained in the chan- 
cre the virus is attenuated and the severity of the disease 
modified. There is no evidence that numerical diminution of 
the germs of an infectious disease will deprive it of its power 
of thoroughly impregnating the system. Experience proves 
that the mildness or severity of the disease is a matter of indi- 
vidual constitution ; that the quality of the syphilis is depen- 
dent upon the reaction of the organism rather than the quantity 
of virus implanted. Besides, these observations are restricted 
to a period which comprises only secondary accidents, and even 
admitting that these were mitigated in severity, yet we know 
that the initial benignity of a syphilis confers no guarantee 
against the malignancy of tertiary manifestations. As Fonr- 
nier has pointed out, the worst possible forms of tertiary syphi- 
lis, with tendency to localization in the brain and other central 
organs, are characterized by the exceeding mildness of secon- 
dary accidents. 

A final objection to the pmctice of excision from a surgical 
standpoint: We know that the chancre is a lesion essentially 
benign, occasioning little pain or other subjective symptoms, 
self-limited, with a tendency to spontaneous resorption, and 
healing, generally, without cicatrix. It is opposed to the 
principles of conservative surgery to intervene with an opera- 
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tion which involves hemorrhage, loss of tissue, deformity, and 
an indelible cicatrix, in order to effect that which is surely and 
painlessly accomplished by the unaided forces of nature. 

From this study of the subject we conclude — 

First. — That the facts of clinical experience, as well as de- 
ductions fi'om analogy and experiment, are opposed to the the- 
ory of the local nature of chancre upon which the practice of 
excision is based. 

Second. — That the practice of excision of the chancre, as a 
means of aborting syphilis, is condemned by its clinical results 
when these results are weighed in the balance of discriminating 
judgment, due regard being had to the possibilities of error. 

Third. — That these sources of error are comprehended un- 
der doubtful diagnosis, insufficient observation, both as regards 
time and method, and J70«^ hoc conclusions. 

Fourth. — That in cases where secondary accidents fail to 
appear after excision, there is no positive evidence that it had 
an abortive influence, since experience proves that sores with 
all the typical signs of infecting chancre are sometimes not 
followed by constitutional syphilis. 

Fifth. — That there is no evidence that excision of the chan- 
cre attenuates the syphilitic virus and modifies the intensity of 
general symptoms, since the benignity or malignancy of syphi- 
lis is a matter of individual constitution. 

Sixth, — That it cannot be recommended as a local adjuvant, 
since it is opposed to principles of sound surgery to remove, by 
an operation involving loss of tissue and an indelible cicatrix, 
an accident which always disappears by a process of spontane- 
ous resorption, leaving, as a rule, no posthumous evidence of 
its existence. 

5 East Fobtt-fibst Stbbbt. 
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